CHAPTER 9 

JBS DOCUMENTS...rev. 05/17/14 


This chapter is devoted to JBS-related documents which generally have never been publicly available prior to now. I will scan and post copies of some 
of the more historically important or interesting documents. 

The documents originate from a variety of sources including Special Collections of personal papers archived at college/university libraries and state 
historical societies as well as private correspondence by current and former JBS officials and members. 

It should be noted that the Birch Society does not allow outside independent researchers or scholars to have access to its archives for historical research 
purposes. In addition, during its formative period, the Birch Society deliberately avoided publicity and it often was hostile toward media attention. 
Consequently, much of JBS history (particularly its internal disputes and documents concerning its policy-making decisions) has never been publicly 
available. 

Like the Communist Party, the JBS wants to control the substance of whatever narrative is written about itself. 

“Fact” (from the JBS perspective) consists of data which it believes reflects favorably upon its membership, activities, and objectives. Adverse or 
inconvenient information is suppressed or de-valued in order to manipulate readers into believing the most positive perceptions about itself as an 
“educational” organization. 

What follows will generally be in chronological order. 


1958 


September 1958 


Before the Birch Society was founded, Robert Welch sent copies of his book-length “private letter ” entitled The Politician, to numerous individuals whom he thought could be persuaded about the 
accuracy of its theme that President Eisenhower was a Communist traitor. Copied below is one such letter. 








Mr. T. Coleman Andrews 
6 Iris Lane 

Richmond 26, Virginia 


Belmont 78. Massachusetts 

September 29, 1958 


Dear Mr. Andrews: 

Under separate cover today, I am sending you by registered 
first-class mail, return receipt requested, copy of an ex¬ 
tremely confidential document. 

This manuscript is not intended for publication at all. But 
I am putting it into the hands of a limited number of good 
friends and outstanding patriots, who can be depended on to 
treat it with the confidence requested, and to take reasonable 
precautions to safeguard the document while it is in their pos■ 
session. And I do believe that it will give even so well in¬ 
formed a man as yourself a certain amount of additional in¬ 
sight into some aspects of the conspiracy which we face. 


With all good wishes, 1 am 


Sincerely, 

nw-omi Robert Welch 


Robert Welch (and his friends) were acutely aware of the damage that his comments about Eisenhower would have if they became publicly known. For example, in a letter to J.W. 
Clise of Seattle, Welch wrote: 

“Our rather extreme precautions with regard to this document are not due to any worry on my part as to what might happen to myself...But many of my best informed friends feel that 
having the manuscript get into the wrong hands at the present time might do far more damage than good to the whole anti-Communist cause; whereas, by distributing it very carefully 
and quietly to quite a limited number of strongly patriotic leaders, so that the information in this document becomes a background to their own thinking on which their own actions are 
determined it can do considerable good.” [2/25/59 letter to J.W. Clise, Seattle WA], 

October 1958 


Robert Welch asked 12 men to attend a meeting at the home of Miss Marguerite Dice of 3650 Washington Blvd in Indianapolis on Monday and Tuesday, December 8 and 9, 1958. Dice was the National 
Vice-Chairman of Minute Women of the U.S.A., Inc. 


An example of Welch’s invitation and subsequent instructions are copied below. In this two-day meeting Welch explained his proposal for creation of the John Birch Society. 





Belmont 78. Massachusetts 

October 27, 1958 


Mr. T. Coleman Andrews 
6 Iris Lane 

Richmond 26, Virginia 
Dear Mr. Andrews: 

Would you be able and willing to meet with about ten other men, all 
from different parts of the nation, in Indianapolis on Monday, Decem¬ 
ber 8 and Tuesday, December 9? 

Except for myself, they are all men of well recognized stature, un¬ 
shakable integrity, proved ability, and fervent patriotism. The meet¬ 
ing will be completely "off the record" — you will simply be in Indian¬ 
apolis, or just in the Midwest, on business. And since there is no way 
I can tell you of the ideas which I hope to see thoroughly discussed 
there, without writing volumes, you will have to take for granted that 
I would not ask such busy men to give up two whole days in this way 
unless I thought it would be worthwhile. 


You are the only one of the group whom I am inviting whom I have 
never met personally. But not only do I know enough about your 
patriotic activities and outlook to feel justified in asking you to attend, 
but a good friend of yours — and mine — Bill Kent, who will be there, 
has strongly urged me to see if you will not join the group. So I hope 
very much you will say yes. 


Sincerely, . 

Robert Welch 




Ur. T. Coleman Andrews 
6 Iris Lar-e 
Richmond 26, Virginia 

Dear Mr. Andrews: 

This is airily a memo concerning arrangements , for each of you who 
have been kind enough to accept invitations to the Indianapolis 
mooting. 

While there 1 b nothing even remotely conspiratorial about this 
gathering, to do want It completely "off the record." Due to the 
importance of the men attending, t hercfore, it ia better far each 
of you to make your own separate arrangements as to the hotel at 
which you will stay. If several of the dosen men happen to wind 
up at the same hotel, no harm will be done, but I did not want all 
of you to be landing at the same place by concerted plan. 

The two—day msetings will be held at the private home (quite ade¬ 
quate for the purpose) of kiss Marguerite Dice, 3650 Washington 
Boulevard, Indianapolis. There are wary obvious advantages to this 
arrangement. And while I personally am deeply grateful to Miss Dice 
for making her homo available for us, you will have no reason to 
feel under personal obligation. Hiss Dice is herself activated by 
a fervent patriotism, guided by a sound sense of propriety unpierced 
by the "lunatic fringe." 

The meeting will start prooptly, at Miss Dice's home, at nine o'clock 
in the morning of Monday, December 8, We'll break up at six o'clock 
on the afternoon of Tuesday, December 9. Sfcr hope of linking this trip 
seem unquestionably worthwhile to you is based on the prospect of 
these two full days of discussion. So I cannot refrain from this 
earnest plea against late arrivals or early departures, which I know 
are always a tenptation under such circumstances. 


If 1 needed anything to give me a sobering sense of responsibility 
about this meeting, it would certainly be provided by the cal ibre of 
the men who have accepted ray Invitation. I am fully appreciative of 
the confidence implied, and am looking forward to seeing each of you 
on Monday morning, December 8. 


Sinoerely, / 


Robert Welch 


Eleven men accepted the invitation. The 11 are listed below. The asterisked names are the men who later accepted positions on the JBS National Council. 



*T. Coleman Andrews (Richmond VA) 


*Laurence E. Bunker (Wellesley Hills MA) 

*William J. Grede (Milwaukee WI) 

William R. Kent (Memphis TN) 

*Fred C. Koch (Wichita KS) 

*W.B. McMillan (St. Louis, MO) - McMillan was the first person to become a JBS member after founder Robert Welch 
*Revilo P. Oliver (Urbana IL) 

*Louis Ruthenburg (Evansville IN) 

Fitzhugh Scott, Jr. (Milwaukee, WI) 

“"Robert W. Stoddard (Worcester, MA) 

“"Ernest W. Swigert (Portland OR) 

December 1958 


The first official document generated as a result of the Indianapolis meeting probably was “Confidential Report No. 1 ” dated 12/19/58 - which is copied below. On page 2 of the report, Mr. Welch 
states that Bill Grede and Fitzhugh Scott will be scheduling the first 2-day “top level" recruitment meeting conducted by Welch during January 1959 in Milwaukee. “The second will be in Florida after 
the NAM board meeting. And I shall ask other members of our Indianapolis group to help me with similar meetings as fast as I can get to them.” 

Note: It was Welch’s 2-day presentation in Milwaukee (January 1959) which resulted in the FBI’s Milwaukee field office learning about the existence of the John Birch Society and then advising FBI 
HQ in Washington DC. 

Mr. Welch also stated that “Incorporation of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY under Chapter 180 of the General Laws of Massachusetts with all of the powers given to non-profit corporations by that 
Chapter, is now under way. I have obtained signatures from all seven of the incorporators required by law, the first meeting of incorporators is being held this afternoon, and the attorney says we can 
expect our charter by next Wednesday, December 24.” 



Conf i dential Report No. 1 


December 19, 1958 


The John Birch Society was officially founded at Indianapolis on Decem¬ 
ber 9. 1958. Its first member, besides the founder, was W. B. McMillan. 
Others have come in since. As there will be no local chapters before 
January, and none in most of the areas represented by the men at Indian¬ 
apolis for some time thereafter, all members are being enrolled tempo ¬ 
rarily in the Home Chapter. 

Our first specific undertaking is formation of the "front, " a Committee 
T o Protest The Firing Of Medford Evan s. This is being handled by, and 
most of the work done by, Dr. Revilo P. Oliver. Although Dr. Oliver, as 
one of the very top scholars in the United States in his field of classical 
languages and literaturee, is fairly safe in his position as a full professor 
at the University of Illinois, he is still taking some risk. From long and 
deep study of the Communist conspiracy in operation, especially as he 
has observed it in the academic world, Dr. Oliver is convinced that unless 
we can accomplish enough to slow down and eventually reverse the forces 
at work, within five years it will make little difference whether he has a 
professorship anywhere or not. He not only is willing to take the present 
risk, therefore, but was 30 completely sold on our program that he is 
giving up extra income ha was earning by "outside" writing to put all of the 
time and effort he can spare into volunteer work for THE JOHN BIRCH 
SOCIETY. 

Medford Evans not only hp.s consented to our plan in this connection, but 
io enthusiastic about it. He is preparing for us a detailed record of the 
case, of which we shall make initial copies simply on an office duplicator. 
These will be used by Dr, Oliver, to accompany fcis letters, in obtaining 
members of the Committee for letterhead and other purposes. We expect 
to have educators and educational administrators of recognised standing 
as about sixty or seventy-five percent of the publicized Committee; men 
from other vocations for the remainder. Once we have the consents to 
serve on this Committee, to justify the letterhead, we shall begin a mail¬ 
ing of letters of protest, accompanied by the printed background record, 
to conservative newspapers, college presidents of all ideological shades, 
and to other appropriate groups and individuals. 

This "front" is something which is badly needed, and at once. There are 
hundreds of professors "on our side, " in different colleges throughout the 
country, who are right now on a precipice. By posting this "beware" sign 
in front of deans and presidents who are about to push them over, we can, 

I believe, save many of them. The Committee To Protest The Firing O f 
Medford Evans is certainly not going to have any great substantive effect 






12/23/58 = The JBS was incorporated as a non-profit business organization in Massachusetts and was assigned Charter Number 624-300. The officers were listed as Robert Welch (President) and 
Treasurer, Ellen M. Lovett (Clerk/Secretary). The Directors listed were Mary M. White, Robert Welch, and Ellen M. Lovett. The incorporators were listed as Robert Welch, Marian Probert Welch 
(wife of Robert), Ellen M. Lovett, Mary M. White, Ellen Douglas Snow aka Mrs. Stanley Carman Snow, Philip L. Jenkins, and Juliette D. Guild. The aims and purposes of the JBS were listed as 
promoting civic interest in national and international affairs by an educational program and the collection and dissemination of literature for educational purposes. 


1959 


1/7/59 = Robert Welch sent T. Coleman Andrews a 4-page letter advising Andrews that Welch met with an “ intermediate ” group of 44 people in Massachusetts (above chapter level but one level down 

from “top level" individuals such as met in Indianapolis) and he received an enthusiastic response to his presentation. 

Welch then asked Andrews to consider becoming Chairman of a project to be named “The Movement To Impeach Earl Warren” which would seek signatures on an impeachment petition because 

“Warren has definitely violated the oath of office which he took when he became Chief Justice.. 

Welch also asked Andrews to take the lead in creation of one or more JBS chapters in Richmond VA which “could take as its very first project.. .all of the work and correspondence and organizational 
details involved there in Richmond in setting up this movement and getting it under way all over the country.” 

Welch observed that: “Frankly, with the Left Wing control now so strong, insidious and ubiquitous in Washington, I am not deceiving myself that we have very much chance of really bringing about 
the impeachment of Earl Warren. Although we might. But, I don’t think that is really as important as dramatizing to the whole country where he stands, where the Supreme Court as now constituted 
under him stands, and how important it is to face the facts about the road we are now traveling so fast.” 

Andrews declined Welch’s invitation to become Chairman by letter dated 1/14/59 due to other time-consuming commitments. Andrews also told Welch that he believed “that there is a strong likelihood 
that blood is going to flow before the integration question is settled.” 





Belmont 78. Massachusetts 


January 23, 1959 
(Dictated January 20) 


Mr. T. Coleman Andrews 
6 Iris Lane 

Richmond 26, Virginia 
Dear Coleman: 

Although I understand the circumstances and reasons, of course 1 am 
sorry to learn from your letter of January 14 that you are not going to 
be able to take the leadership in THE MOVEMENT TO IMPEACH 
EARL WARREN. I do not yet know where to find anybody else as well 
qualified as yourself for this effort; but shall do my best in due course, 
because I think it would be an important and effective "front. " 

With regard to John Birch, asciis attitude towards the gathering storms 
in the South, I think you are wrong. If blood does flow there, which 1 
agree is entirely likely, it will definitely be because the Communists 
"planned it that way. " They have schemed for a long time to be in 
position to fan little fires of civil disorder into a huge conflagration of 
civil war, if and when they need such a horror in their moves to take 
us over. And John Birch, although a minister devoted to peace, was 
entirely ready to fight for a cause which he considered worthy of the 
sacrifice. 

Here's wishing you great success and effectiveness in carrying out the 
public-spirited tasks which you have taken on, as well as in the increasingly 
successful operation of the business enterprise which you now head. I 
shall certainly be in touch with you from time to time, with regard to 
the possibility of further undertakings of THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 
and shall also give you periodical reports on its progress. We now have 
five chapters already formed in Greater Boston. I am just back from 
the two-day top-level meeting in Milwaukee, set up for me by Bill Grede 
and i'itshugh Scott, which we discussed in Indianapolis, and which seemed 
to me to have been extremely successful. Also, I made two speeches 
in Detroit while on this trip, and laid the foundations for chapters of THE 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY there as well as in Milwaukee. We are moving 
ahead about as rapidly, 1 believe, as anybody could possibly hope. 

I'll write again before too long. In the meantime, all good wishes and 
my kindest regards. 



Welch’s 1/23/59 reply to Andrews is copied below. It also reveals some details concerning JBS recruitment success in Milwaukee and Boston. 


RW:eml 


Robert Welch 


3/30/59 = Welch advises Coleman Andrews that: “We now have ten chapters actually working in Greater Boston, three in Florida, one in Michigan and many more in process of formation in those and 
other states. And we have quite a number of Home Chapter members who are contributing time and effort and executive ability, as well as money, to our growing activities.” 


05/59 = Another Birch Society project [CASE = Committee Against Summit Entanglements] was able to secure the support of numerous prominent conservatives—including many whom, in later years, 
would reject the Birch Society and Robert Welch for their extremism and irresponsibility. CASE endorsers list copied below. CASE opposed President Eisenhower's proposal for a summit meeting 
with Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev. 


Starting in May 1959 and weekly thereafter, CASE sent letters to President Eisenhower accompanied by signed petitions. In June 1959, CASE sent 1634 signatures on 128 petitions. In addition, CASE 
sent a copy of their letter to the editor of 2500 daily newspapers along with 400 other “opinion molders”. 



COMMITTEE AGAINST SUMMIT ENTANGLEMENTS 
Belmont 78, Massachusetts 


Chairman: Robert Welch 


Vice Chairmen: Charles Edison, Allred Kohlbcrg, Clarence Manion 


Executive Committee: Thomas J. Anderson, Spruille Braden, Owen 
Brewotor, Robert B. Dresser, S. P. Hamilton, A. G. Hein- 
sohn, Jr. , Samuel B. Pettengill, Archibald Roosevelt, 
Robert W. Stoddard, A. C. Wedemeyer 


National Board: 


T. Coleman Andrews 
George W. Armstrong, Jr. 
John U. Barr 
K. G. Bentson 
Elizabeth Churchill Brown 
Howard Buffett 
Laurence E. Bunker 
H. G. Carpenter 
Taylor Caldwell 
F. Gr.no Chance 
W. B. Cobarly, Jr. 

James L. Coker 
Kenneth W. Cole grove 
Martin J. Condon, Ill 
P. A. Dal Valle 
Pierre S. du Pont, 3rd 
Franklin Farrel, Jr, 
Dorothy B. Frankston 
J. H. Gipson, Sr. 

Barry Goldwater 
Wm, J, Grede 
Leslie R. Groves 

A. Brooks Harlow 
Frank S. Holman 

B. E. Hutchinson 
Husband E. Kimmel 
Mrs. Wm. F. Knowiand 
Fred C. Koch 


Rose Wilder Lane 
J, Bracken Lee 
F. F. Loock 
Robs Martin 
Frank E. Maaland, Jr. 

N. Floyd McGowin 
W. L. McGrath 
V/. B, McMillan 
Adolphe Menjou 
Mrs. Seth Milliken 
Ludwig von Miaes 
Robert Morris 
Revilo P. Oliver 
Cola G. Parker 
J, Howard Pew 
Henry Pope, Jr. 

Louis Ruthenburg 

Gordon H. Scherer 

Alfred J. Schweppe 

T. O. W. Settle 

J. Nelson Shepherd 

Wint Smith 

Robert B. Snowden 

Suzanne Silvorcruys Stevenson 

Ernest G. Swigert 

W. H. Wilbur 

George H. Williamson 







09/59 = After Robert Welch's initial two-day presentation in Indianapolis in December 1958, the 11 men who listened to it (some of them attended the presentation on two different occasions) arranged 
for Welch to give a "top level" presentation in their home cities. Frequently, these meetings were to prominent businessmen including fonner Presidents of the National Association of Manufacturers. 
A memorandum was written to accompany invitation letters sent by Welch. The memo presented testimonial statements by individuals who had attended one of the presentations to encourage 
participation by subsequent invited guests. The memo is copied below. 





During 1959, Welch traveled across the country to make these presentations. For example, his schedule included a presentation in January 1959 in Milwaukee and August 1959 in Chicago. Phyllis 
Schlafly and her husband, Fred, attended the Chicago meeting and she and her husband joined the Birch Society after listening to Welch. See her letter below. 



Other presentations by Welch during 1959 included: 

September 18-19, 1959 at Statler Hotel in Los Angeles CA 
September 22-23, 1959 at Mark Hopkins Hotel in San Francisco CA 
September 25-26, 1959 at Olympic Hotel in Seattle WA 

11/20/59 = In a letter to David Roemer of Houston TX, Robert Welch answered an inquiry concerning his religious beliefs. It is not generally known by Welch admirers that he believed in Darwinian 
evolution. 








12/59 = Welch invited Coleman Andrews to become one of the first members of the Birch 
into potential legal liabilities faced by Council members. Welch’s reply is copied below. 


Society National Council - the governing body of the JBS. Andrews answered Welch’s proposal by inquiring 







J2* 


1960 


















1/9/60 = The first meeting of the JBS National Council was held at the Union League Club, 65 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago IL on Saturday, January 9, 1960. Five of those in attendance (William Grede, 
A.G. Heinsohn, Robert Stoddard. W.B. McMillan and Ernie Swigert) subsequently sent a letter dated 1/13/60 to all Council members asking for their financial support so that an assistant could be hired 
for Robert Welch. 


It was at this first Council meeting that Robert Welch made some of his most controversial comments. For example: 

“From a careful and realistic study of the mountainous pile of evidence that is there for all to see, certain terrifying conclusions are objectively inescapable. Among them are: 

(1) The Communists are winning their large victories, as they always have, through the cumulative effect of small gains; 

(2) They make these gains chiefly through the conniving assistance of many of the very diplomats and officials who are supposed to be opposing them; 

(3) Communist influences are now in almost complete working control of our government; 

(4) And hence, the United States Government is today, as it has been for many years, the most important and powerful single force promoting the world-wide Communist 
advance.” A Confidential Report To Members Of The COUNCIL of The John Birch Society- minutes of 1/9/60 meeting held at Union League Club in Chicago IL, page 1-2; minutes 
signed by Robert Welch.] 

Furthermore: 

"Today, gentlemen, I can assure you, without the slightest doubt in my own mind, that the takeover at the top is, for all practical purposes, virtually complete. Whether you like it or 
not, or whether you believe it or not, our Federal Government is already, literally in the hands of the Communists." (Ibid, page 2) 

"In our two states with the largest population, New York and California...already the two present Governors are almost certainly actual Communists...Our Congress now contains a 
number of men like Adam Clayton Powell of New York and Charles Porter of Oregon, who are certainly actual Communists, and plenty more who are sympathetic to Communist 
purposes for either ideological or opportunistic reasons." (Ibid, page 7) (Note: the reference to Governors refers to Edmund G. Brown of California and Nelson Rockefeller of New 
York.) 

"In the Senate, there are men like Stephen Young of Ohio, and Wayne Morse of Oregon, McNamara of Michigan, and Clifford Case of New Jersey and Hubert Humphrey of 
Minnesota and Estes Kefauver of Tennessee and John F. Kennedy of Massachusetts, whom it is utter folly to think of as just liberals. Every one of those men is either an actual 
Communist or so completely a Communist sympathizer or agent that it makes no practical difference..." (Ibid, page 8) 

“Our Supreme Court, dominated by Earl Warren and Felix Frankfurter and Hugo Black, is so visibly pro-Communist that no argument is even needed...And ourfederal courts below 
that level...are in many cases just as bad.” (Ibid, page 8) 

"Our State Department is loaded with Communists from top to bottom, to the extent that our roll call of Ambassadors almost sounds like a list somebody has put together to start a 
Communist front."... [Ibid, page 8] 

"It is estimated from many reliable sources that from 70% to 90% of the responsible personnel in the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare are Communists." 

"Our Central Intelligence Agency under Allen Dulles is nothing more or less than an agency to promote Communism throughout the world...Almost all the other Departments are 
loaded with Communists and Communist sympathizers. And this generalization most specifically does include our whole Defense Department." [Ibid, page 8] 


Eight pages from the minutes of the above meeting are copied below: 












































1/21/60 = Lt. Gen. Charles B. Stone III (USAF, Retired) was added as a member of the JBS National Council. Stone was CEO of United States Leasing Corporation in San Francisco. 

2/10/60 = Edward P. Hamilton of Two Rivers, WI was added as a member of the JBS National Council. Hamilton was President of Hamilton Manufacturing Company and a former President of the 
Wisconsin Manufacturers Association. 

The complete list of the first JBS National Council members is below. The asterisked names refer to individuals who ultimately terminated their JBS membership—sometimes with caustic remarks 
about Robert Welch. 

Dr. Nathaniel E. Adamson Jr. 

Thomas J. Anderson 

T. Coleman Andrews 

John T. Beatty 

*Spruille Braden 

Col. Laurence E. Bunker 

Ralph E. Davis 

*Slobodan M. Draskovich 

William J. Grede 

Edward P. Hamilton 

A.G. Hcinsohn Jr. aka Heinie 

*Dr. Granville F. Knight 

*Fred C. Koch 


Alfred Kohlberg [Kohlberg died in April 1960] 



Clarence E. Manion 


Frank E. Masland 

William B. McMillan aka Ben McMillan 

* Adolphe Menjou 

*Revilo P. Oliver 

Cola G. Parker 

Louis Ruthenberg 

James Simpson Jr. 

Robert W. Stoddard 

Lt. Gen. Charles B. Stone III (USAF, retired) 

Ernest G. Swigert 

4/2/60 = Robert Welch sent a 7-page document entitled “ A Confidential Report To Members Of The COUNCIL of The John Birch Society ” which reported financial and membership data. 

Among the highlights in Welch’s Report: 

• The JBS-front group, Committee Against Summit Entanglements, independently raised $58,000 during 1959 and the JBS as a whole raised about $200,000 from member dues, contributions, 
fees, and other income. 


• “In a brief report of progress, your Founder was glad to be able to tell the Council that the Society had just about exactly doubled in size since the first meeting of the Council on January 
9. This was in chapters, which had moved from approximately 75 in number to approximately 150; in members, from approximately 1400 to approximately 2800; and in the daily average of 
direct income. Such income received during the three months ending March 31, 1960 was approximately $51,500. This is against a total of $71,225.80 for the twelve months of 1959. Bank 
balance at the end of March 1960 was $14,804.50; undeposited cash on hand, approximately $1500 and value of 40 shares of Sunbeam Stock which had been received as a donation, approximately 
$2200. Your Society now has one full-time salaried Coordinator each in New England, Michigan, Tennessee, Louisiana, Texas, Oregon, and two in California. It has Volunteer Coordinators 
each devoting an important part of his energy and time to the Society, in Wisconsin, Florida, Texas (4), California, and Washington.” 


• “Despite our wish to avoid publicity all we can, there have been items or brief articles about The John Birch Society breaking out in the press recently in various papers all over the country — 
and elsewhere.. .But we know that as soon as the major media of communications in America learn enough about us and our activities, their treatment of The John Birch Society will - in all but 
a very few cases anyway - be anything but favorable. So, for this and many other reasons, we should like to have the help of our COUNCIL members in keeping general publicity about us to a 
minimum.” 


• Welch discussed The Dilling Bulletin of October 1959 - published by Elizabeth Dilling. He mentioned the editorial he wrote about it in the December 1959 issue of the JBS monthly 
magazin e, American Opinion. Welch described Dilling’s publication as “the monthly bulletin of one of the best-known ‘extremists’ on the anti-Communist side of the current ideological 
wars. That bulletin took your editor to pieces, mercilessly, on the grounds that his Committee Against Summit Entanglements consisted of ‘ nothing but Jews and Jew-kissers.’ Welch 
observed: “You will find specific references to myself on pages 5, 6, 16, 18, and 19 of the Dilling Bulletin. But actually the whole issue is, to a considerable extent, an attack on me because of 


my support of Jacques Soustelle in France and Barry Goldwater in this country, both of whom are betes noires to Mrs. Dilling and her friends because they both happen to have Jewish blood in 
their ancestry (though both were bom and raised in the Protestant church.” 

4/13/60 = In a letter to Tom Anderson, Welch presented his argument that Gov. Orval Faubus of Arkansas was actually a Communist. 




4/26/60 = M.T. Phelps became a JBS National Council member. Phelps was the Chief Justice of the Arizona Supreme Court. 

5/3/60 = Robert Welch letter to FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover suggested that they meet. Welch wrote: 

"There is nobody in this fight who has supported the FBI and yourself more unceasingly, uncompromisingly, or enthusiastically, and nobody who more firmly expects to keep right on doing so. When 
your book provoked a lot of grumbling, and even some loud and rabid dissent on the part of some of your former strong supporters, because of what they considered your too favorable attitude toward 
the NAACP and other organizations, I wrote many pages of letters to some of these people to calm them down — the essence of which was that, whether you had leaned over too far backward to try to 
be fair in some of these cases or not, you had been for too many years and still were too great and too effective a patriot for any such withdrawal or lessening of moral support to be justified. And I am 
sure that you would find our treatment of Masters ofDeceit in American Opinion, one of the most favorable which the book received. All of this, as I am sure you have surmised, is merely an introduction 
to saying that I should like very much to have a chance for at least a brief visit with you; and that I should be glad to go to Washington for that purpose, at any time which would be convenient for 
yourself...In the meantime, with my continuing admiration and kind regards, I am - Sincerely, Robert Welch." Hoover politely declined to meet with Welch. 


5/17/60 = In a 3-page memo addressed ‘To All Members of the COUNCIL ”, Robert Welch made the following observations: 





Next National Council meeting scheduled for 6/18/60 in Chicago at Union League Club 


■ CASE (Committee Against Summit Entanglements) produced and mailed 600,000 postcards and “the editorial message on those cards was reprinted in full (as a letter to the editor, or as an 
actual editorial or otherwise) in papers with a total circulation of about three million.. 

• “That the Communists, having decided on ‘ postponement’ would find some way to seize the initiative, twist appearances, save face and make it seem that the conference has been 
‘postponed ’ for their reasons , was to be expected.. .And that our government would go through every necessary motion of designed ‘blunders ’ and self-abasement, to help the Soviets put over 
their play (whatever it might be), was as certain as that Washington will keep on subsidizing Castro.” 

• “Invitations are now going out to various influential conservatives all over the country to attend the twenty-fifth full two-day ‘ top level ’ presentation of the background, methods, and purposes 
of our Society, also in Chicago, on June 24 and 25.” 


7/5/60 = Robert Welch memo "To Members of The COUNCIL" stated that "We have about 270 chapters and about 4300 members (including a few hundred Home Chapter members..." Welch announces 
two new members of the JBS National Council: N. Floyd McGowin, President of the W.T. Smith Lumber Company in Chapman, Alabama and Stilwell Jay Conner of Chicago. Conner formed the 
first JBS chapter in Chicago and was a major financial contributor to the JBS. 

7/25-26/60 = The first newspaper articles by reporter Jack Mabley about the existence of Welch’s "private letter ”, The Politician, are published in the Chicago Daily News at the precise time when the 
GOP National Convention is in Chicago to nominate their 1960 Presidential candidate. The publicity ignites a firestorm within Republican circles and nationally. 



















8/1/60 = Welch sent a letter to Chicago National Council member Slobodan Draskovich which explains how Welch perceived the adverse publicity concerning The Politician. Although Welch blames 
“the Left Wing” for trying “to damage the John Birch Society because of our growth and increasing effectiveness” - the actual culprit, as Welch later admitted, was someone whom he regarded as 
a major conservative anti-communist ally - Fred Schwarz, the leader of Christian Anti-Communism Crusade. See below for more details. 

Welch’s letter to Draskovich is copied below: 


iua «vnn onion nuiiifixi 

Belmont 70, Massachusetts 


August 1, I960 


Doctor S„ M. Draskovich 
I4J4.8 Barry Avenue 
Chicago llj., Illinois 

Dear Dan: 

Thanks for your letter of July 29. 

My own first reaction was to send a circular letter to our Co¬ 
ordinators and Chapter Leaders. And I had it practically writ¬ 
ten;, to go into the mail last Friday. By that time I learned, 
however, of the forthcoming even more vicious attack on the So¬ 
ciety, In the Milwaukee Journal. It was obvious that a "chain 
reaction" had been planned, with these "exposures" popping up 
In one city after another. Under these circumstances, there¬ 
fore, I decided that I should deal with the whole matter in 
rather more detail. In the August bulletin, for the benefit of 
all of our members. 

This I havo done. The bulletin is being typed for the printer 
today, and tonight, and will go into the mail Wednesday. I 
hope you will like what I have hod to say, and that it will be 
helpful to our members. Also, at tha Invitation of Bob Siegrist, 
I am going on his midnight program in Milwaukee — I believe it 
runs from 11:00 P.M. to 1:00 A.M. — Tuesday night, to correct 
some of the misstatements in both the Chicago Daily News and 
the Milwaukee Journal articles, especially one very important 
and complete misstatement made by the Milwaukee Journal; and to 
show — as I do in the August bulletin — that there is absolute¬ 
ly no basis in fact for tying my personal and confidential manu¬ 
script, THE POLITICIAN, to the Society, or for trying to make 
the Society or its Individual members responsible for my person¬ 
al opinions expressed there, in any way. 

Of course, the Left Wing has known all about this manuscript for 
two years. They have decided to use It now to try to damage the 
John Birch Society, because of our growth and increasing effec¬ 
tiveness. And while we cannot tell what the ultimate result will 
be, and anything may happen, as of now I believe that they have 
made a mistake, from their point of view. I think now that these 
attacks are going to strengthen the Society. But since I cover 
this point in the bulletin, l'»ll not belabor it here. 1*11 mere¬ 
ly summarize by saying that the resignations, one whole weak sf- 








Doctor S. H. Draskovich 


August 1, I960 


- 2 - 


tor the appearance of the Chicago articles, have been negligi¬ 
ble, and have been more than balanced by new applications and 
increasing interest in the Society, on the part of people of 
good standing, due to these revelations of our effectiveness} 
and the reaffirmations of loyalty and support have given me 
tremendous encouragement and renewed inspiration for our task 
ahead. 


As always, my kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 

3d~ 

RW:th Robert Welch 


P. S. On second thought, and although this letter was simply 
dictated to the machine in a hurry, I have decided to have it 
duplicated and copies sent to each one of the other members of 
our COUNCIL. It is the easiest way I have, and the most prac¬ 
tical one under the present pressures here, to let them have 
some word from me about what has taken dIbcs. Hw 


An example of the type of negative publicity which caused Welch so much grief after the publication of the first two articles by Jack Mabley in the Chicago Daily News, is the following subsequent 
UPI article which accurately summarized the content of The Politician: 


CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, Mon- Auq. 1. 1960_;T5 

Wisconsin Group Reportedly 
Views Ike As Red, Traitor 


MILWAUKEE fUPU—The 
Milwaukee Journal reported 
Sunday that a 
society which 
accuses Presi¬ 
dent Eisenhow¬ 
er of treason 
and brands him 
a Communist 
has grown to 
10 chapters in 
Wisconsin dur¬ 
ing the past 
year. 

In a front 
page article, written by Alex 
P. Dobish, the Journal said 10 
chapters of the John Birch So¬ 
ciety now flourish in Milwau¬ 
kee, Wauwatosa, Green Bay, 
De Pere, Oshkosh, Appleton 
-and Eagle River. 

“The ostensible purpose of 
the society is to fight.commu¬ 
nism and influence American 
politics," the Journal said. "Its 
iqembers include such leading 
citizens as William J. Grede, 
Milwaukee industrialist.” 

The founder of the society, 
according to the Journal, is 
Robert H. W. Welch Jr., 61, of 
Belmont, Mass., “a persuasive 
speaker, conservative and the 
author of "The Politician.’" 

Private Document 
The book was described as a 
302-page privately reproduced 
volume which Welch has sent 
to leaders of the society telling 
them ‘it is strictly confidential 
and for your eyes only." 


"It claims,” the Journal said, 
"That Mr. Eisenhower’s brother, 
Milton, is the President’s supe¬ 
rior in the party and that a 
dozen other highly placed gov¬ 
ernment men are either outright 
Communists or tools of the 
party.” 

The book says former Presi¬ 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
unknowingly used by the party. 
Ex-President Harry S. Truman 
was knowingly used and as for 
President Eisenhower, the Jour¬ 
nal said Page 268 in the book 
said: 

“In my opinion, the Commu¬ 
nists have one of their own 
actually in the presidency. For 
this third man, Eisenhower, 
there is only one possible word 
to describe his purposes and 
actions. That word is treason.” 

Seek 1,000,000 Members 

The Journal said Richard 
Johnson, a Green Bay account¬ 
ant, is in charge of organizing 
upstate Wisconsin activities. The 
Journal quoted Johnson as say¬ 
ing Welch’s goal is 1,000,000 
members. He wouldn't say how 
many members there are na¬ 
tionally at this time, the Journal 
said. 

Johnson, according to the 
Journal, said “organization is 
going nicely in Wisconsin. Wis¬ 
consin is a good conservative 
state.” 

Grede was quoted as saying 


he was a council member of the 
society. The Journal said Grede 
"didn't think Eisenhower was a 
Communist and said he had no 
comment about the book.” 

The society was named after 
John Birch, an American Army 
captain and Fundamentalist Bap¬ 
tist minister, who allegedly was 
murdered by Chinese Commu¬ 
nists 10 days after V-J Day, 
according to the Journal story. 

Vacationer Slips, 
Plunges To Death 
Over 100-Ft . Falls 

MALIBU LODGE, B.C. (AP) : 
—John H. Durkee, 22, slipped ' 
into water near the top of Chat¬ 
terbox Falls at the head of Prin-1. 
cess Louise Inlet and was car-1 
ried over the 100-foot falls. I 

His father, Gerald W. Durkee j 
of Tacoma, Wash., in a boat be-j 
low, helped pull the badly in- j 
jured man from the water. 

A radio call was sent for help. 
But he died minutes before an 
RCAF plane arrived with a 

Young Durkee was vacation¬ 
ing with his parents, two broth¬ 
ers and a sister on the family 
yacht in the remote area. 

He and three others had 
climbed the rocks beside the 
falls before the accident. He 
was on leave from duty with the 
Air Force in Idaho: 



WILLIAM J. 
GREDE 


8/11/60 = Welch sent a memo to all JBS National Council members (copied below) regarding what he described as “the smear campaign” against the JBS which occurred as a consequence of accurate 
publicity concerning the content of The Politician. 










THE JOHN BIRCH SOCJJ22*"''' 
35-lsnonfc—?&5~Maa sachus atts 


Aueuet 11 s I960 


To All Members Of The COUNCIL ; 

This is a confirmation and reminder that the next meeting of the 
..COUNCIL will be at this office, 395 Concord Avenue, Bolmont, Massa¬ 
chusetts, beginning sharply at 9t00 A.M. on Saturday, September 10,. 
Late that afternoon we'll adjourn to the Harvard Club of Boston 
for dinner, and then continue the meeting as far into the evening 
as may seem advisable. 

The storm over the newspaper attacks, based on quotations from The 
Politician , has now pretty well evaporated. Present Indications"”' 
are that it has made the Society stronger; and that the Left w ing 
made a mistake, from their point of view, in thus causing a lot 
of people to start wondering about some sinister possibilities 
which they had not considered before,. There is little point in 
my saying more about the whole episode here, however-, but for three 
brief commentss 

(1) As soon as wa get over the decimated condition of this office, 
due to vacations, we are going to start calling back in all copies 
of The Politician that are outstanding a Vie do not think our having 
dona so earTIerwould have made the slightest difference with re¬ 
gard to the recent attacks, because the copy used was one we had 
sent out in the early fall of 1958* Nor do we think that we shall 
be able to get all copies back. But we believe that a conscien¬ 
tious attempt to do so will put ub in a stronger position with 
regard to any future possible attacks on the same grounds, 

(2) The unhesitating support of members of our COUNCIL, during 
the recent smear campaign, at whatever cost to themselves, is bound 
to have bsen a terrific surprise to the Left, and calls for grat~ 
itude on my part beyond my power to express. Those members who, 

to my knowledge, were hammered at viciously and extensively by 
the "liberals" for being members of our COUNCIL, were Coleman 
Andrews, Jay Conner, Dr. 3„ K„ Draskovieh* Bill Grede and Cola 
Parker, There may have been others ~ or'may 3till be. We'll 
find out at the meeting of the COUNCIL on September 10, But those 
five really "took it," and kept right on backing myself and the 
Society with their full — and powerful — moral support. Bill 
Grede in particular, both because of his unusual problems and cir¬ 
cumstances at the time, and because he was singled out for attack 
and ridicule by some of the more "liberal" papers, deserves the 
most fervent- thanks of every member of The John Birch Society, 
Winding up his statement for both his employees and the press with 
the comment that he was proud to be n member, of The John ni..oK 


Society took the same kind of courage as shown by the signers of 
our Declaration of Independence six generations ago. Ab did Cola 
Parker's stand, when interviewed by two newspapers, and that of 
each of the others. 

( 3 ) The loyalty of our membership as a whole was no less firm 
than that of our COUNCIL. We have not had one single resignation 
from Wisconsin, where the smear was worst. The total resignations 
Yto date have been nine from Illinois and one from Indiana* And 
almost all of those resigning had only recently become members 
of the Society. In Greater Chicago we now have approximately 
fifty more members than we had when the storm first broke, in the 
suburb of Glenview, over The Politician . And every one of the 
sixty new members, giving us "tile net increase of fifty, knew about 
the manuscript (and what it says) when he joined. There are enough 
patriotic citizens in this oountry really stirred up about the 
stealthy Communist advance to stop it =- if we can just find them, 
and coordinate their opposition, in time. 

We shall have this need, the outlook, and many policies and plans, 
to discuss at the COUNCIL meeting on September 10. Will each of 
you please come who can — it is important and let me know 
soon that you will be here. 

In the meantime, my warmest thanks and kindest regards to each 
of you, one and all. 


Sincerely, 



TJnbfl'Pt f.h 


Due to Google sites space limitations, the Documentary History of the John Birch Society is on 5 webpages here: 






CHAPTER.Time Period 


URL 

JBS 9-1 / 01/58 thru 08/11/60 = https://sites.google.com/site/erniel241/ 
JBS 9-2 / 09/60/60 thru 12/15/61 = https://sites.google.com/site/emiel241 a/ 
JBS 9-3 / 01/62 thru 12/31/64 = https://sites.google.com/site/emiel241b/ 
JBS 9-4 / 01/65 thru 12/31/65 = https://sites.google.com/site/ibs9004/ 
JBS 9-5 / 01/66 thru current = https://sites.google.com/site/ibs9Q05a/ 


1960--continued 


9/6/60 = In a blistering letter to Fred Schwarz of Christian Anti-Communism Crusade, Welch expresses incredulity that Schwarz would attempt to undermine and bad-mouth the 
JBS. This letter is also significant because it, too, falsifies standard JBS dogma about the “ Communist ” origins of the “smear attack ” on the JBS. 











































































9/14/60 = Robert Welch memo "To All Members of The COUNCIL " reports statistical information concerning JBS chapters and members: 

"...that on Saturday, September 10, we had 324 chapters and approximately 5300 members. This represents a gain of 84 chapters and about 1500 members since the last meeting of 
the COUNCIL on June 18...We had only 75 chapters and 1500 members at the first meeting of the COUNCIL last January..." 

11/16/60 = Robert Welch memo ‘To All Members of The COUNCIL” states that the next Council meeting will be held on December 10, 1960 at the Harvard Club in New York 
City. Item #2 on the agenda, according to Welch would be: 

“A brief report of the various smears of, and attacks on, the Society during the past few months. Not all of these attacks are known to some members of our COUNCIL, and some 

of them are not known to any members. We shall seek the COUNCIL’S advice on basic policy, with regard to such attacks in the future.” 

This is a particularly significant item because it falsifies subsequent JBS mythology concerning the ‘‘Communist” origins of “smear attacks” against the JBS. 

Standard JBS dogma maintains that attacks upon the JBS (aka the “smear campaign”) began as a consequence of “orders ” from Moscow in December 1960 and those 

“orders” resulted in a “ mother article ” which appeared in the February 25, 1961 issue of the Communist newspaper, People’s World. 











































































See, for example, former FBI Special Agent W. Cleon Skousen’s fictional account here: httD://www.zeios.com/OurReoubiic/Articie/27 


“Because the Birch Society was practically unknown to the general American public I wondered how the Communist Party would launch its campaign. I had no idea that the 
legitimate American press would fall for the line which the Communists were about to broadcast. 

On February 25, 1961, the official Communist newspaper on the West Coast called the Daily People's World , fired the opening broadside. The article was entitled, “ Enter (from 
Stage Right) THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. ” The article depicted the John Birchers as a secret. Fascist society and said that it was setting up ‘ cells' all across the country. 

Of course, the People's World has a very limited distribution which would do little damage, but the thing which astonished me was the rapidity with which the transmission belt 
began to function so that this story was planted in one major news medium after another until finally even some of the more conservative papers had taken up the hue and cry.” 

The reality, as Welch acknowledged to his Council in November I960 , is that the “attacks” and “ smears ” began “during the past few months” - not as a result of any Communist 
newspaper article in February 1961. In fact, in the opening paragraph of the September 1960 JBS Bulletin, Welch lamented that: 

“For the past five weeks - it seems like five months - the John Birch Society has lived through one massive smear campaign on a national scale, and several regional 
attacks with varying degrees of plausibility, reach, and impact.” 

Furthermore, see details above concerning Welch’s 4/60 Report to the JBS National Council which includes a discussion of the attack on Welch and the JBS by Elizabeth Dilling. 


1961 


2/61 = FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover requested a summary memo concerning what was known about Robert Welch and the John Birch Society. The resulting 2/7/61 memo from a 
Section Chief in the Domestic Intelligence Division to the Assistant Director in charge of that Division concluded: 

"We have been closely watching the activities of the JBS through the information supplied by the field. However, to date no information has been received indicating subversive 
elements have infiltrated or taken over any chapters of JBS. Also, no information has been received indicating JBS is operating as a 'hate' group or that its activities warrant 
investigation by the Bureau. To conduct any investigation of this anticommunist group could possibly cause embarrassment to the Bureau as most of the people active in the 
chapters of JBS are community leaders, leading businessmen and respected citizens. Some also appear to be crackpots." [FBI HQ file 62-104401, #639; 2/7/61 summary memo 
from F.J. Baumgardner to Alan H. Belmont] 


2/10/61 = Robert Welch letter to Dr. Lawrence A. Lacey regarding "Communist-Zionist Conspiracy": 





































2/17/61 = The Boston FBI field office sent J. Edgar Hoover a very detailed background report concerning Robert Welch and the JBS. Some of the information which Boston 
obtained was from former FBI informant Herbert Philbrick (of I Led 3 Lives fame) who stated that he was a Home Chapter member of the JBS. 

Boston reported the following: 

(1) American Opinion magazine (formerly known as One Man's Opinion) - was incorporated 1/13/56. The President and Treasurer was Robert H.W. Welch Jr of 43 Fletcher 
Road - Belmont MA. The Clerk/Secretary was Ellen M. Lovett of Cambridge MA. The Directors were Robert Welch, Ellen Lovett and Ellen Douglas Gucker. Welch held 1001 
shares of common stock. A financial statement filed 4/23/58 showed assets of $27,320.85. A financial statement dated 6/3/59 showed assets of $65,003.54 and a financial 
statement dated 6/27/60 showed assets of $77,475.82. 

(2) John Birch Society, Inc. was incorporated 12/23/58 and given charter number 624-300. The officers were the same as for American Opinion magazine. The Directors listed 
were Mary M. White of West Concord MA, Robert Welch, and Ellen Lovett. The incorporators were: Robert Welch, Marian Probert Welch (Robert's wife), Ellen M. Lovett of 
Cambridge MA, Mary M. White of West Concord MA; Ellen Douglas Snow aka Mrs. Stanley Carman Snow, formerly Mrs. Alexander Gucker of Belmont MA; Philip L. Jenkins 
of Brockton MA and Juliette D. Guild of Hingham MA. 

(3) Robert H.W. Welch Jr: He was born in Edenton NC on 12/1/1899. He married Marian Probert in 1922 and had 2 sons, Robert Jr. born 1923 and Hillard W. Welch born 1925. 

Robert H.W. Welch enrolled in the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis MD during World War I and during World War II he served on the Advisory Commission of the Office of 
Price Administration for the candy industry. In 1922, Welch founded the Oxford Candy Company and was its Sales Manager in 1935. Beginning in 1940, he was Vice President 
and Director of Sales and Advertising of his brother's candy company, The James O. Welch Company of Cambridge MA. In 1947, Welch was the recipient of the Kettle Award by 
the candy industry. From 1940-1944, Welch was a Board member of the Massachusetts Chess Federation. 

From 1951 to 1954, he was a member of the Belmont MA School Committee and served as Director of several small businesses and one bank. He served as Chairman of the 
Board of the Washington Commission of the National Association of Candy Manufacturers and also was a member of the Board of Directors of the United Prison Association. 
From 1951-1957 he was a Director of the National Association of Manufacturers, being its Vice President from 1955-1957. In 1941, he authored the book, The Road To 
Salesmanship. In 1952 his book, May God Forgive Us was published and in 1954, The Life of John Birch. 


2/25/61 = What the Birch Society describes as the "mother article” which launched a "smear attack " upon the JBS in the mainstream media (such as Time magazine about a week 
later) is published in the Communist newspaper, People's World. The article is copied below. 












3/9/61 = The FBI's evaluation of the John Birch Society was starkly negative and it was not based upon any Communist newspaper article. The Bureau's primary expert on the 
communist movement (i.e. their Chief Inspector who ultimately became Assistant Director in charge of the FBI's Domestic Intelligence Division) describes the JBS as "a lunatic 
fringe type of organization" which is "typical of the fanatics" which FBI speakers confront when they attempt to give the public "a true factual picture concerning the nature of the 
threat which communist activities in this country represent." FBI memo copied below. 




3/13/61 = Robert Welch letter to Otis Chandler, publisher of the Los Angeles Times — commenting upon its series of articles about the JBS and a not-too-friendly editorial 
published by the Times'. 



Sincerely, 


3/14/61 = Birch Society representatives in Los Angeles contact their local FBI office to request 10,000 copies of a Bureau poster, " What You Can Do To Fight 
Communism Senior officials of the Bureau advise that "in view of the extremist position taken by this group that we should not, of course, have anything to do with them" and 
they recommend that a letter be sent to all Special-Agents-in-Charge of FBI field offices instructing them that no FBI publications should be made available to the JBS or its 
representatives nor should the JBS be allowed to reprint FBI publications. J. Edgar Hoover handwrites "Yes" on the recommendation. Memo copied below. 



3/20/61 = Robert Welch "To All Members Of Our Committee Of Endorsers And A Few Other Friends"'. In yet another example of the relentless attempt by Welch and the JBS to 
characterize ajl of its opponents and all of their criticisms of the JBS as part of a "smear campaign" against the JBS, Welch distributed the following 4-page letter. The Birch 
Society has always perceived and portrayed itself as a totally innocent victim, totally undeserving of any criticism—and this mentality persists even today. See my comments 
appearing underneath the copies below: 






































tJe&A 


3/20/61 WELCH LETTER PAGE 2: 


Welch states: "Our people have also been responsible for the production, and then during the past two months for literally thousands of showings, of a film strip called COMMUNISM 
ON THE MAP, which merely depicts factually the steady geographical advance of Communism since 1917, and especially during the past fifteen years. This film strip was conceived, 
prepared, and produced by an ardent member of the John Birch Society, partly from our materials. And it has been so effective that it was being shown every extensively at naval 
installations all over the country, by naval personnel until — according to reports we have now received — leftwing influences of some kind were able to get these showings by and 
for naval personnel stopped almost entirely." 

The "ardent member" referred to by Welch was Glenn A. Green — Executive Vice President of the National Education Program headed by George S. Benson (located at Harding 
College, Searcy AR). More about Harding College below. See Glenn Green's 11/11/59 letter to Robert Welch here: 


the Rational Education Program 



In February 1961, Cong. William Tuck of Virginia sent a letter to FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover which reported that: “As you may know, Coleman Andrews and his son Coleman Jr., have 
been presenting Dr. George Benson’s ‘Communism on the Map ’ to audiences in the City of Richmond on an average of about twice a week for the past three months." 

The FBI received numerous inquiries from concerned citizens around the country who wanted to know if the assertions made in the filmstrip were accurate. 








The FBI obtained a copy of the filmstrip from the U.S. Navy in December 1960 and it was reviewed by senior Bureau officials in its Domestic Intelligence Division. The file copy 
of Hoover's 2/7/61 reply to Cong. Tuck contains the following notation: 

"The film strip ‘Communism on the Map ’ was prepared by the National Education Program, Searcy AR, of which Mr. George S. Benson is President.. .This film was reviewed by Bureau Officials on 
12-22-60, at which time the consensus of opinion of the Agents reviewing it was it is not the type of material which should be endorsed by the Bureau. It frequently dealt in half truths, distortion of 
truths and innuendos to establish its point that international communism is encircling America.” [FBI HQ file 77-55206, #58; Cong. William Tuck of VA 2/2/61 letter to J. Edgar Hoover and Hoover's 
reply] 

The original December 1960 FBI review of the filmstrip was as follows: 

page 1: 

“In recent months we have received a number of inquiries concerning a lecture and film strip entitled Communism on the Map. The Bureau has had no information concerning this 
lecture and accordingly, through Liaison, a copy of the taped lecture and film strip was obtained on loan from the Department of the Navy through Lt. Commander C.S. Williams, 
Aide to Vice Admiral William R. Smedberg III, Chief of Bureau of Naval Personnel. Admiral Smedberg had considered the film biased.” 

“This lecture and film strip was reviewed on December 22, 1960 by Section Chief G.H. Scatterday and Special Agents C.D. Brennan, (name deleted), V.E. Ruehl, and (names 
deleted). The lecture and film strip was prepared by the National Education Program, Searcy Arkansas of which George Benson is on the Bureau’s special correspondents list..." 

“The film stressed the rise of international communism from its beginning in Russia to its current alleged encirclement of the United States. It covered Soviet infiltration and control 
of various European, African and Asian countries and indicated substantial Soviet infiltration into South America, Latin America, and Canada, which is gradually encircling the 
United States. The principal theme of the lecture is based upon an alleged statement by Lenin, ‘ First we will take Eastern Europe. Next, the masses of Asia. Then we shall encircle 
the last bastion of capitalism, the United States of America. We shall not have to attack. It will fall like an overripe fruit into our hands. ’ In this connection, it should be noted that 
this alleged statement has previously come to the Bureau’s attention and extensive research by the Central Research Section has failed to establish that this or a similar statement 
was ever attributed to Lenin.” 

Page 2: 

“Through such statements and the use of pictures, newspaper headlines and maps, the lecture and film strip frequently deal in half truths, distortion of truth and innuendos to establish 
its point, that international communism is encircling America. Through references to activities in the 1940’s, it infers that the United States Government is heavily infiltrated by 
communists at the present time. These references refer to the days of Coplon, Hiss, and others; however, through the distorted presentation of this material, the average person may 
believe there are currently many communists in Government service. Although the FBI is not mentioned by name, the lecture and film strip could well be interpreted as indirectly 
implying that the FBI has been most derelict in its duties in not eliminating spies and communists from Government service.” 

“It was the consensus of opinion of the Agents reviewing the lecture and film strip that it is not the type of material which should be used or endorsed by the FBI.” 

The “Recommendations” section of memo includes following notation: “Suggest we tell Williams for the Admiral’s information, that we agree with 
Admiral Smedberg that the film is biased.” Hoover wrote “OK” and initialed the suggestion - which was “handled 1/3/61”. 

MORE ABOUT HARDING COLLEGE - Searcy AR 


In September 1965, James D. Bales, Professor of Christian Doctrine at Harding College (Searcy AR), sought permission from the FBI to publish a compilation of J. 
Edgar Hoover’s public comments about communism but Hoover refused to authorize such a publication. 



One FBI memo reports that Bales had written to Robert Welch to inquire if the JBS publishing house (Western Islands) would be interested in publishing such a compilation of 
Hoover’s comments about communism, to be entitled “J. Edgar Hoover on Communism'" . Robert Welch was enthusiastic and the IBS drew up a contract with Bales. A IBS 
representative met with an FBI Special Agent in Boston to discuss the idea. [FBI HQ fde 62-104401, #3151; 6/26/67 memo fromR.E. Wick to Assistant Director Cartha D. DeLoach, 
page 1.] 

Page 2 of the memo has the following summary of the 1965 contact by Bales: 

“In a memorandum prepared at this time, it was noted that Bales corresponded frequently with the Bureau and that Harding College is well known as a right-wing anticommunist 
center (and) is a source of extremist-type literature in the field of anti-communism. It was noted that it would be highly unwise for the Director to be associated publicly with Harding 
College.” 

Bales sent a letter to J. Edgar Hoover dated 9/14/66 stating that despite the FBI's rejection of his proposal, he intended to go forward with it because Hoover’s 
comments were already in the public domain. The FBI memo then observes: 

“Following receipt of the above letter from Bales, he was removed from the Special Correspondents’ List and he was again told the Director could not give any permission to either 
publish this manuscript as a book or to circulate it in any manner.” 

Page 3 of memo “ Observations and Recommendation ” observes: 

“It is felt the Director should remain firm in continuing to deny Bales and also the JBS permission to publish excerpts from the Director’s quotations on communism. It is not felt 
that such a book could possibly give a balanced view of the Director’s statements and in view of the extremist position taken by both Bales and the Birch Society, it is anticipated 
that the Director could be subject to public criticism by any implied association with Bales and the Birch Society.” 

3/20/61 WELCH LETTER PAGE 3 


Welch repeats standard mythology about his so-called book-length "private letter", The Politician : "By the time The John Birch Society was even 
founded I had stopped making copies of this 'long letter', we were letting it fade out of the picture, and it has never been any part of the materials of 
The John Birch Society in any way." 

The reality is that during 1959 and 1960 Welch used The Politician as a recruitment tool for the John Birch Society. He sent copies of his unpublished "private letter" to many 
individuals and he asked them to read and believe its content — and then join the JBS to do something about "the conspiracy" discussed in its pages. This is confirmed by both the 
FBI and a 1960 Naval Intelligence Report. In fact, as late as December 27, 1961, T. Coleman Andrews wrote the following letter to Welch: 

"Dear Bob: This is just to remind you that you said you would let me have another look at The Politician. Lon Backman tells me that you loaned him a copy recently and that he 
has now finished reading it and could send it over to me if it would be all right for him to do so." 

See chapter 1 of my JBS Report for details as well as scanned copies of documents which establish that Welch deliberately lied about this matter. 

https://sites.qooqle.com/site/ernie124102/jbs-l 


3/22/61 = Robert Welch "To All Members of Our COUNCIL Welch discusses the announcement by Gov. Edmund Brown of California that the JBS will be the subject of an 
investigation by the California State Senate Factfinding Subcommittee on Un-American Activities. 





In typical Bircher fashion, all investigative interest in the JBS is characterized as the result of" utterly ruthless members of a conspiracy". At the first meeting of the JBS National 
Council in January 1960, Welch described Governor Brown (and Gov. Rockefeller of NY) as "almost certainly actual Communists". When the Subcommittee's Report was released 
in 1963, Welch was so impressed by its general factual accuracy and fairness to the JBS that he reprinted the entire Report (with some additional comments regarding "errors" from 
the JBS perspective) and sold it through the Birch Society's American Opinion bookstore chain. 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY / 

Balmont 78, Mssssehuaetfco 


To All Members or Our COUNCIL; 

So many things are happening eo fast that it is impossible 
for me to keep you posted. 

But one current development is the announcement by Governor 
Sdmund "Pat" Broun of California that the Society la to be 
investigated by the California Senate Committee On Un- 
American Activities. After telephone calls from sons of our 
leading members in Los Angeles I sent Governor Brown the en¬ 
closed telegram with confirming wires to Attorney General 
Stanley Hosk of California and Hon. Hugh M„ Burns, Chairman 
of the State Senate Corraltteoo 

Loading members of the Society in California intend to 
follow this up in a few days with a further telegram bearing 
many signatures insisting on the proposed investigation. 

They have exprossod the readiness of hundreds of our members 
to testify if needed. The renewed and Intensified drive a~ 
gainst ue has been sparked to a considerable extent by 
Eugene Carson Blake and other left-wing leaders of the Na¬ 
tional Council of Churches, But our moral support in Cali¬ 
fornia is tremendous, and we are gaining far more and bettor 
members than the extremely few*we are losing. 

It’a all pert of a world none of us wanted, forced on us by 
utterly ruthless members of a conspiracy which simply must 
be destroyed before we can ever have a decent world again. 

My kindest regards to one and all. 

Sincerely, 


£jU- ’///'/£ ■■vi£ 
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3/31/61 = Robert Welch sends a telegram to Sen. James O. Eastland, Chairman of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, asking that the Subcommittee investigate the 
JBS. Welch declares: "None of our members will plead the Fifth Amendment". 

4/1/61 = Two California members of Congress (Edgar W. Hiestand and John H. Rousselot) urge a Congressional inquiry into the JBS to refute "smears" about the JBS. Meanwhile, 
the American Civil Liberties Union defends the JBS in a letter to the Chairman of the House Committee on Un-American Activities by pointing out that "Regardless of how extreme 
and distorted (the Society's) views may be or how obnoxious they are to us or to the public at large, under the First Amendment, they have the right to be expressed free of government 
interference." 


4/1/61 = Robert Welch "To Members Of Our COUNCIL and A Few Other Friends " - discusses national controversy over the JBS: 
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4/5/61 = The FBI received a phone inquiry from the Justice Department concerning what information it had concerning Robert Welch and the JBS. J. Edgar Hoover responded with 
a memo addressed to the Attorney General: 

"We are answering inquiries from the press and public for information concerning the Society by stating that this Bureau is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, 
as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication, or individual. However, in the introduction to the FBI Law 
Enforcement Bulletin dated April 1, 1961, I specifically pointed out the need for an objective and dispassionate approach in fighting the communist menace. 1 felt this step was 
necessary because of the rash of vigilante-type individuals and organizations springing up throughout the country which tend to depart from fact and use gossip, hearsay, and 
unsubstantiated charges in fighting communism. In the long run, such tactics hinder rather than help in this fight." [FBI HQ file 62-104401, #990; 4/5/61 memo from Hoover to 
The Attorney General, captioned "The John Birch Society"] 


6/7/61 = Bryton Barron of Springfield VA was a former U.S. State Department Historian. In 1960, he became a JBS Coordinator in Virginia and Washington DC area but on May 
14, 1961 he resigned. In June 1961, he circulated a 4-page caustic letter (copied below) to respond to comments by Robert Welch. 
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In November 1960, Robert Welch sent Barron a 9-page single-spaced typewritten letter in which Welch pointed out that: "At about the time or just before you became a part-time 
Coordinator for us, you wrote me quite a long letter. In it you made clear that practically everything we were doing in The John Birch Society, in both substance and method, was 
completely wrong. In fact, you made it quite clear that we had to be both ignorant and childish to be making be mistakes; and with kind condescension and patronizing generosity 
you told us what we should be doing, and what our objectives should be." 

In another letter dated May 16, 1961, Welch opened his letter to Barron by observing: "You began your career in The John Birch Society by fighting with, and bitterly criticizing, 
every single member of the staff with whom you came in contact, either in person or by mail or telephone." 

7/10/61 = In the first example of a JBS National Council member objecting to something which Robert Welch did, Paul Talbert objected to the fact that item #10 of the members 
agenda in the July 1961 JBS Bulletin had not been discussed with, and received approval from, the Council before being adopted as official JBS policy. Item #10 called upon JBS 
members to begin a project of compiling data on "the leading Comsymps, Socialists, and Liberals" in the U.S. and then send such material to JBS HQ so that the Society could "build 
up, and have available for all future research needs, the most complete and accurate files in America...on the background, connections, and activities of all the leading Liberals 
(including, of course, both Comsymps and Dupes). 


Copied below is item #10 from the 7/61 JBS Bulletin and Welch's reply in a 7/17/61 "To All Members of the COUNCIL" memo: 








09/05/61 = National Council member Dr. Granville Knight encouraged his fellow Council members to consider "changes (that) must be made if we are to survive." Among the 
changes discussed by Knight: "Bob Welch must be replaced by a nationally-known figure who has not been badly smeared and who merits the confidence of thinking 
Americans." Two weeks later, Knight resigned as a National Council member. 











































































09/12/61 = National Council member Fred Koch (Wichita KS) sent a letter to Council member Tom Anderson (publisher of Farm and Ranch magazine), inquiring "how it would be 
possible to get copies of my book [A Businessman Looks At Communism] into the hands of the 1,100,000 of your subscribers, what would it cost to run this booklet in one issue of 
your magazine?" 

Anderson replied on 9/19/61: "We figure we could run your book in the center of our November or December issue—sixteen pages handrunning for a total of $22,400." It ultimately 
is published in the July 1962 issue of the magazine. In addition, Anderson arranges with his printer to print 100,000 extra copies of the 16-page insert that ran in the July 1962 issue. 
In September 1962, Anderson tells Koch that 60,000 of the reprints had been purchased and Council member Paul Talbert in California had just ordered 10,000. The Birch Society 
in Nashville TN distributed inserts to all doctor's offices in Nashville. In October 1962, Anderson tells Koch that he only has 2500 reprints left and by 11/3/62 the supply was 
exhausted. Anderson states that he has "several thousand unfilled orders on hand". On 11/9/62, Koch asked Anderson to arrange for printing of 100,000 new reprints at .3 cents 
each. 

09/23/61 = National Council member Dr. Granville Frank tells Tom Anderson: "I have sent in my resignation from the Council due to my inability to attend meetings and my feeling 
that unless one is active he should retire in favor of someone who is able to attend the meetings." 

09/27/61 = Clarence "Pat" Manion sends Robert Welch a letter (copied below) which supports Dr. Granville Knight's evaluation of the dire situation facing the Birch Society because 
of substantial negative publicity about Robert Welch. Manion tells Welch that other prominent JBS members, including National Council members such as Father Richard Ginder 
and Stillwell J. Conner are in accord about the need for a new person to become the public face of the Birch Society. On November 14, 1961, National Council member T. Coleman 
Andrews sends a letter to Clarence Manion agreeing with his comments. Andrews tells Manion: "I know that it must have been extremely difficult for you to say to Bob the things 
that you did say to him, but I know how you feel, because I feel exactly the same way; however, the difference between you and me is that I would not have been able to say it nearly 
so well as you did. I sincerely hope that Bob is going to take your advice. If he doesn't, we will just have to do something about it." 
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In 1969, Father Ginder was arrested on morals charges after the Pittsburgh PA Police Department found photos in his apartment of teenage boys engaged in homosexual acts plus Ginder diaries 
documenting his own homosexual activities. Ginder was placed on 10 years probation. In 1978, Ginder was arrested again on morals charges. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette , February 28, 2004 

"Rev. Richard Ginder — Former editor of prominent Catholic publications, including Our Sunday Visitor, and official diocesan censor. Placed on 10 years’ probation in 1969 after police 
searched his Squirrel Hill home and found photographs of teenage boys performing homosexual acts and diaries documenting his own acts. Stripped of priestly duties in 1976 after 
publishing a book criticizing church positions on sexual morality. In 1978, convicted of sodomizing two 16-year-old boys. Sentenced to up to four years in prison. Died at age 70 in a 
1984 car accident.” 

09/28/61 = JBS National Council member Frank Brophy responded to anti-JBS comments made by Governor Pat Brown of California. Robert Welch included a copy of Brophy's 
letter with the 11/61 issue of the JBS Bulletin, copied below. 
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10/14/61 = Monsignor Francis Lally, the Editor of the Catholic publication Boston Pilot, challenged Robert Welch in an editorial entitled "One Half Of One" to document his 
assertion in an October 9th speech in Garden City, Long Island, New York that one-half of one percent of Catholic priests in the U.S. were Communist sympathizers — which would 
mean 273 priests. 

Copied below is the editorial and Robert Welch's reply to Monsignor Lally: 



It should be pointed out that neither of Welch's statistical estimates regarding the number of Protestant and Catholic clergy who could accurately be described as "Communist" or 
"Communist sympathizer" are correct — according to the FBI. Welch stated that he relied upon such "authorities in this area as Herbert Philbrick and Dr. J.B. Matthews" but the FBI 
evaluation of the assertions made by J.B. Matthews in his July 1953 article which Welch relied upon for his estimate - was as follows: 

In arrangement, handling of names, selection of facts, and in its implications, the article is not at all fair to the Protestant clergy of this country” and it characterized 
Matthew’s charges as “more in the nature of sensational journalism than serious reporting of the facts.” [FBI HQ file 100-5821, serial #22, 7/29/53]. 








11/61 = Council member Revilo Oliver issues a press release describing Robert Welch as "one of the finest and noblest men 1 have ever had the privilege of knowing. I believe 
absolutely in his integrity and his judgment, and 1 support him without reservation." However, 4 1/2 years later Oliver resigned from the Birch Society after making a speech with 
anti-semitic overtones. In his resignation letter Oliver told Welch that: 

”1 now learn that you are not, in fact, head of the John Birch Society. I have ascertained that you are subject to the secret committee composed of Messrs. Blumenfeld, Kogan, Greener, 
and Solomon whose orders you must and do obey.. .1 have written this letter in pain and anguish of heart. Whatever the causes that brought you to your present plight, I pity you. You 
have betrayed the great and noble Society that you founded. In deep sorrow, I bid you farewell." 


11/20/61 = In a speech in Austin, TX, Robert Welch asserted that "A comparatively few thousands Communists, concentrated in key departments" of the U.S. government had 
taken the U.S. "steadily down the road to Communism by steps supposedly designed and presented to the American public as ways of fighting Communism." Assistant Attorney 
General J. Walter Yeagley (Chief of Internal Security Division of the Justice Department) wrote to Welch and asked him to provide whatever facts were in his possession "which 
might establish that certain Government employees are members of the Communist Party." Welch never replied. 


12/5/61 = JBS National Council member Clarence Manion sends Council member T. Coleman Andrews a copy of a letter which Manion received from a JBS Chapter Leader in 
California. Manion handwrites on top of the letter "Dear Coleman: This letter is only one of many." The letter expresses the frustration of the Chapter Leader concerning Robert 
Welch's statements about President Eisenhower being a Communist traitor contained in his unpublished private letter, The Politician : "1 have talked with many people. They all 
seem to think of the Birch Society and Welch synonymously and therefore their opinion is that it is a name-calling smear organization, etc. As I told you yesterday, the minute the 
Society’s name comes up, so does the subject of Eisenhower and Welch. They seem to close their ears the minute that it is mentioned.. .After a lot of thinking and discussion on the 
subject, the only way that our chapter members can come to a decision on the subject is that Welch should step down, and allow the Council to be the voice of the Society. I think 
Welch is a terrific patriot.. .and would not stand for a second in the way of (JBS) progress.” 


12/15/61 = Robert Welch "To All Chapter Leaders and Home Chapter Members" discusses the recently-formed American Committee For Aid To Katanga Freedom Fighters 
which was organized by William F. Buckley Jr. Welch urges JBS members to support this Buckley enterprise. 


12/61 = Rev. Richard Ginder resigns from JBS National Council. 





Due to Google sites space limitations, the Documentary History of the John Birch Society is on 5 webpages here: 

CHAPTER.Time Period.URL 

JBS 9-1 / 01/58 thru 08/11/60 = https://sites.google.com/site/erniel241/ 

JBS 9-2 / 09/60/60 thru 12/15/61 = https://sites.google.com/site/erniel241a/ 

JBS 9-3 / 01/62 thru 12/31/64 = https://sites.google.com/site/erniel241b/ 

JBS 9-4 / 01/65 thru 12/31/65 = https://sites.google.com/site/ibs9004/ 

JBS 9-5 / 01/66 thru current = https://sites.google.com/site/ibs90Q5a/ 

1962 


01/62 = Fra nk Cullen Brophy of Phoenix AZ and Robert D. Love of Wichita KS and Robert H. Montgomery of Boston MA join the JBS National 
Council. 


01/01/62 = Robert Welch sends a letter to Tom Anderson, J. Bracken Lee, M.T. Phelps and Dr. Charles C. Tansill in their capacity as judges "in our 
contest for the best essays by college undergraduates on GROUNDS FOR THE IMPEACHMENT OF EARL WARREN...We have reduced the number 
of essays to be submitted to yourselves to twelve, of which nine will win prizes." 


01/31/62 = Robert Welch replied to a letter from National Council member Lt. Gen. Charles B. Stone III regarding criticisms of Welch and the JBS by 
William F. Buckley Jr. Welch characterized the Buckley comments as "merely on of the surface parts of a huge, many-fingered, and to some extent 
organized campaign, not just to discredit and get rid of me, but actually to destroy The John Birch Society or at least reduce it to the level of another 
innocuous and frustrated debating society." Welch's letter is copied below: 













02/03/62 = Sen. Barry Goldwater replies to a 1/31/62 letter he received from JBS National Council member Robert D. Love. Goldwater explains his 
position concerning Robert Welch: 






02/13/62 = National Review magazine publishes a highly critical article, "The Question of Robert Welch " which declares: 


"How can the John Birch Society be an effective political instrument while it is led by a man whose views on current affairs are, at so many critical 
points ... so far removed from common sense? That dilemma weighs on conservatives across America. . . . The underlying problem is whether 
conservatives can continue to acquiesce quietly in a rendition of the causes of the decline of the Republic and the entire Western world which is false, 
and, besides that, crucially different in practical emphasis from their own." 


Sen. Barry Goldwater associated himself with the National Review position: 


"I think you have clearly stated the problem which Mr. Welch’s continued leadership of the John Birch Society poses for sincere conservatives. . . . 
Mr. Welch is only one man, and I do not believe his views, far removed from reality and common sense as they are, represent the feelings of most 
members of the John Birch Society. . . . Because of this, I believe the best thing Mr. Welch could do to serve the cause of anti-Communism in the 
United States would be to resign. ... We cannot allow the emblem of irresponsibility to attach to the conservative banner." 

02/08/62 = Council member Fred Koch sends letter to Tom Anderson: "Buckley says Welch is a wild extremist. You will be interested in the enclosed 
letter which bears out what Bob has been saying. Perhaps later events will show that Bob is not extreme enough." The enclosed letter is from JBS 
Coordinator S.C. Lyons of Dry Branch GA — copied below: 
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02/13/62 = Robert Welch "To The Members Of Our Council And The Seven or Eight Friends Regularly Invited to COUNCIL Meetings": "We have 
no intention of fighting back against the present widespread, and carefully coordinated, attacks on us from the Right. The Communists, with 
approximately three percent of a population, take over one nation after another and impose the brutal tyranny of that three percent on the other ninety- 
seven percent. Obviously, they could not do this without beguiling good anti-Communists into carrying the ball, and disparaging or destroying other 
anti-Communists, for them. We certainly do not wish to help the Communists in this purpose. And so, to the constant barrage of questions from AP, 
UPI, and others we have answered simply 'No Comment', and we intend to continue doing so." 


With respect to the impact which all the critics had on the JBS, Welch claims on page 2 of this document that "in the past nine days — since I left for 
California and while the storm was at its worst — we have received one resignation due to all of the criticism, five resignations from members in Texas 
(all of them in one chapter) who want to put their full time and energy into working for General Walker, and no more." 

These comments by Welch are significant for several reasons: 


(1) First, it establishes yet again, that what Welch and the JBS have always described as the "smear attack" against the JBS was not just a left-wing 
phenomenon. Very prominent conservatives also took major exception to the viewpoints expressed by Welch and the JBS. 

(2) Second, Welch's comment regarding how Communists "beguile good anti-Communists" into "disparaging or destroying other anti-Communists 
for them" is an argument that easily could apply to the Birch Society itself. In fact, one of the most frequent themes expressed in letters addressed to 
J. Edgar Hoover from concerned citizens around the country was to inquire whether or not the FBI considered the JBS to be a genuine patriotic anti- 
Communist organization. Many letter-writers expressed the sentiment that perhaps the JBS was a Communist-front organization whose purpose was 
to confuse, attack, and demoralize legitimate anti-Communist forces in the U.S. 


(3) Third, Welch's rejection of ALL criticisms directed toward himself and the JBS is a perfect circular argument. His fonnula provides a permanent 
flawless intellectual escape hatch from ever acknowledging error. Every adverse comment or adverse development is always characterized as part of 
a plot by Communists to destroy both him and the JBS. 

Welch also predicted that Richard Nixon "is in serious trouble. He may lose the nomination for the California governorship to Joe Shell. If he wins 
the nomination there is even more chance that he will lose the election to Pat Brown. In either case his political career would be over." Nixon went 
on to win the nomination over Shell with 65% of the Republican vote. He did lose to Pat Brown (by only 5%) but his political career certainly was not 
over — since a few years later he became President of the United States! 


03/10/62 = T. Coleman Andrews announced his resignation at the JBS Council meeting in Chicago. However, by letter to Robert Welch dated 3/29/62, 
he withdrew the resignation: "After further consideration given in response to your request and that of other members of the Council, I have decided 
to withdraw my resignation...I agree, however, that more than one question of principle is involved, particularly that the resignation of anyone from 
the Council at this time would be incorrectly construed by the critics of yourself and the Council and the public would be unaware of what the true 



reasons might be. As everyone well knows, I don't think the John Birch Society has anything to apologize for to anyone. On the contrary, I feel that 
we have everything to be proud of. The reason we have come under attack is that we have been effective." 

It appears that Andrews decided to resign from the Council on at least three occasions but he always changed his mind. A March 16, 1962 letter to 
Andrews from fellow Council member M.T. Phelps states that the reason why Andrews had tendered his resignation from the Council was related to 
Robert Welch's statements and conclusions in his "private letter", The Politician. 


Phelps told Andrews: "Let us assume that the conclusion reached was unreasonable and wholly unjustified. As we all know it was an opinion expressed 
before the John Birch Society was organized and I suspect 90% or more of the membership do not agree with it and even though Mr. Welch is still of 
the same view, as long as he does not publicize it and in view of the fact that so much depends on the growth of conservatism in the United States, I 
want to urge you to remain in the organization. Your resignation would weaken the Society very much." JBS Council members A.G. Heinsohn, W.B. 
McMillan, and Louis Ruthenberg also write Andrews to ask him to reconsider his resignation. McMillan also addresses Andrews' concern over Welch's 
comments about Eisenhower. "We who were at Indianapolis know full well that Bob’s statement with respect to Eisenhower was never accepted by 
those present and was never a part of The John Birch Society by specific action at that time, and I think it was highly unfortunate that he made the I 
felt somewhat uncalled for statement the other day on the same subject, but again, I certainly don't expect everybody to agree with every conclusion I 
have personally reached when someone else with the same set of facts come to a different conclusion, and that is about what this situation amounts to." 


03/13/62 =After the conservative magazine, National Review, published its highly critical article about Robert Welch and the Birch Society (see 2/13/62 
entry above), JBS National Council member A.G. Heinsohn Jr. wrote a sarcastic letter to National Review editor, William F. Buckley, Jr. — copied 
below. 
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03/16/62 = JBS National Council member Spruille Braden sends a letter to Council member Clarence Manion which reveals the disagreement among 
National Council members concerning the role which Robert Welch should play in the JBS. The harsh criticisms of Welch by Sen. Barry Goldwater, 
Sen. John Tower, and National Review magazine (among other prominent conservatives) triggers a major discussion among JBS National Council 
members. Braden's letter to Manion is copied below, along with a similar letter to Robert H. Montgomery. In February 1963, Braden resigned from 
the National Council. 



03/16/62 = After a March 10, 1962 JBS National Council meeting, Council member Robert H. Montgomery sends Tom Anderson a letter containing 
a proposed Council statement expressing support for Welch which was to be published in the April 1962 JBS Bulletin. In its customary fashion — all 





criticism of Welch or the JBS is characterized as " Communist-inspired ". 


mm. 



04/02/62 = Council member Fred Koch letter to Robert Welch: "Dear Bob: I heartily concur with Tom Anderson’s letter in which he suggests putting 
out the truth about the John Birch Society. We have been on the defensive too long." Koch referred to a 3/30/62 letter by Anderson to Robert Welch 
in which he stated: "For a long while I have had the feeling that the John Birch Society should publish a paperback book to give the truth about the 
John Birch Society...Several Council members could colloborate on the book—or maybe it would be a good idea to have Council member write one 
chapter...The suggested title would be something like 'The Truth About The John Birch Society'...We have been too much on the defensive. Too long 
have we sat by and allowed the opposition to publish their lies and misinformation, unchallenged." 


05/07/62 = Welch "To All Members Of The COUNCIL " - announces that the following individuals were being invited to attend the next Council meeting 
at Union League Club in Chicago on Saturday, May 26, 1962: Capt. Edward V. Rickenbacker, Ezra Taft Benson, Strom Thurmond, and H.L. Hunt. 


05/17/62 = JBS National Council member Paul H. (Tex) Talbert (Beverly Hills CA) sends a letter to Cola G. Parker of Neenah WI with carbon copies 
to all other JBS National Council members concerning the forthcoming publication of a Report on the Birch Society resulting from a 2-year investigation 
by the California Senate Factfinding Subcommittee on Un-American Activities. This Subcommittee conducted the only official governmental 
investigation ever made of the JBS. The Report was ultimately released in 1963 with an update in the Subcommittee's 1965 Report. 


The Report was completed April 1, 1962. However, that same week, one Subcommittee member died and another was hospitalized. The California 
Senate adjourned before the Subcommittee (including one new member) could vote on authorizing release of the Report. However, Paul Talbert 
obtained an advance copy. He told Cola Parker that.... 




"I am convinced the report is good and too favorable to the John Birch Society. The natural conclusion is that it was too 'hot' to handle for an election 
year and too devastating against Governor Brown and Attorney General Mosk. I talked to the Chief Investigator for the Committee yesterday for an 
hour and am to meet him in Los Angeles next week for further consultation. Confidentially, I can state that he is 100% on our side." [The Chief 
Investigator was Richard E. Combs.] 

05/28/62 = Welch "To All Members Of The COUNCIL "As recommended by some members of the COUNCIL at our meeting on Saturday, May 26, 
a special bank account has been opened through which contributions may be made for The John Birch Society without being made to the 
Society. Whenever or wherever this arrangement may be helpful, checks should be made out simply to Escrow Account No. 78 . and mailed either 
directly to us, or to the County Bank and Trust Company, 515 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge 39, Massachusetts. In either case the money will 
immediately be made available for our use but the name of the Society will not appear on the check, in the endorsement, or anywhere in the transaction 
so far as the donor is concerned." 


06/03/62 = Five members of the JBS National Council [Robert H. Montgomery, Thomas J. Anderson, Stillwell J. Conner, Revilo P. Oliver, and 
Slobodan M. Draskovich] comprise a panel entitled "Our Council Speaks” to recruit new JBS members and address criticisms of the JBS. The flyer 
advertising their 6/30/62 appearance in the Flick-Reedy Auditorium (Bensenville IL) describes their purpose as: "This will be the first in a series of 
educational efforts to carry our story to more and more of the American people. All members are urged to attend and to invite their concerned friends 
to attend...Let them hear about the John Birch Society AS IT REALLY IS from the lips of five of its distinguished and able Council 
members." Significantly, within four years, 2 of the 5 will resign from the Society while making extremely critical remarks about Robert Welch. 

A subsequent "Our Council Speaks" event in Columbus, OH in January 1963 was comprised of Clarence E. Manion, T. Coleman Andrews, Robert D. 
Love, Thomas J. Anderson, and Stillwell J. Conner. Below is copied a JBS flyer about the event which also lists JBS endorsers around the 
country. Council members who participated in the "Our Council Speaks" programs, were paid a $300 honorarium according to a 2/14/63 letter by 
Robert Welch to Crawley F. Joyner III of Richmond VA. 












06/12/62 = Cong. John Rousselot enters into the Congressional Record a document entitled " Beliefs and Principles of the John Birch Society". 


06/25/62 = Fonner JBS National Council member, Dr. Granville Knight, sends Robert Welch a letter which will give readers an understanding of the 
underlying mindset by which Birchers interpreted the world in 1962 — which is remarkably similar in tone and substance to political discourse in 
year 2011: 


"I cannot help but wonder at times as to how effective any person or organization can be without efforts to expose the roots of the conspiracy. You 
have certainly been vindicated as far as stressing internal subversion is concerned by what has happened in the past year. We obviously have a Fabian 
Socialist in the White House and he is surrounded by his cohorts...It is quite possible that the international bankers are playing a part in the recent stock 
market debacle...It seems to me tht we have to deal with Fabian Socialists, the Communists, the international bankers, the illuminati and 
cooperatives. There seems to be a struggle between these groups for world domination and whether or not they are guided by a small group using all 
the rest is conjectural. As long as we are at the mercy of the Federal Reserve System and those who control it, together with the slavery of the graduated 
income tax, there seems to be little hope of making real progress." 

07/03/62 = Robert Welch letter to Sen. James Eastland (MS) informs the Senator that the Birch Society has spent several thousand dollars to include 
with its July 1962 JBS Bulletin, a copy of Eastland's speech entitled "Is The Supreme Court Pro-Communist?" which originally was published by The 
Patrick Henry Group in Richmond VA. 

Welch tells Eastland that: "...I agreed one hundred percent" with the statements made by Eastland in the pamphlet. Welch closes his letter with: "So 
let's hope that this increased distribution—to the very people throughout the country who will be most interested in reading your speech—will bring 
your great effort an added effectiveness which will make this cost seem well worthwhile. With admiration for both your patriotism and your courage, 
and with all good wishes, I am, Sincerely, Robert Welch." 

JBS praise of, and support for, segregationist politicians like Eastland is one reason why the Birch Society has often been characterized as 
racist. Significantly, Sen. Eastland sought and received Klan support for his re-election campaigns and according to principals involved, he "pulled 
strings" to prevent prosecution of Klan members who murdered civil rights workers in 1964. Significantly, this information came from an FBI 
informant inside the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi — the most violent Klan in our country. That FBI informant (Rev. Delmar 
Dennis) was a JBS member who remained a segregationist after testifying against Klan members. Dennis subsequently was hired by the JBS as a 
Coordinator and speaker. 

08/14/62 = Tom Anderson sends letter to Robert Welch advising him that as a favor to Ezra Taft Benson he is going to speak under the auspices of 
All-American Society (founded by former FBI Special Agent and JBS endorser W. Cleon Skousen) in Salt Lake City on September 6th. According to 
Anderson: "One of the main purposes of this meeting is to help Reed Benson’s candidacy for the Congress." 


09/06/62 = Criticisms of Welch and the JBS from prominent conservatives around the country were frequent by 1962. In a 9/6/62 letter to Tom 
Anderson, Welch expresses his frustration over recent comments made by then-Govemor George Romney of Michigan: 



Belmont 78, Massachusetts 

September 6, 1962 



Mr. Thomas J. Anderson 
FARM AND RANCH 
318 Murfreesboro Road 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Tom: 





Thanks for the copy of the page from the Detroit Free Press. 

The September bulletin, of which an extra copy is enclosed 
herewith, will show you what is being done to handle these 
"anti-American" charges. 

You would think that when they come from both the Republican 
and Democratic candidates in the same campaign, in the same 
language, the public would begin to "smell a rat. " But I am 
afraid the public is too brainwashed by papers like the Detroit 
Free Press for this to be the case. 

I agree with you that the statement quoted from the Michigan 
Democrats' platform is probably libellous. But how do you go 
about suing a political party for libel? 

Anyway, we are hoping that our open letter to Romney will create 
enough interest, not only in Michigan, but all over the country, to 
help somewhat in offsetting these charges, and showing their 
ridiculousness. And Some of the libel suits which Our various 
members are bringing, in different parts of the country, may 
help a great deal. 


As always, my kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



9/30/62 = At 6:30 am on this date, Ashland F. Burchwell was arrested in Dallas TX by local police for speeding. Upon searching his vehicle, police 
discovered a large cache of arms and ammunition—including 1000 rounds of .22 caliber ammunition, 2000 rounds of .30-06 rifle ammunition, and a 
.357 magnum pistol, and an Army rifle. 

Burchwell explained to police that he was on his way to Mississippi to aid Governor Ross Barnett's anti-integration position with respect to the 
University of Mississippi. Dallas police determined that Burchwell worked as a secretary for JBS member, Major Gen. Edwin A. Walker, who was 
also in Mississippi to protest integration of Old Miss. Burchwell served in Walker's U.S. Army Division in Germany before Walker was relieved of 
his command. 

The Dallas Police Criminal Intelligence Section sent a report to their local Army Intelligence office which stated that they also discovered in Burchwell's 
car, a small cardboard file box plus 5x8 index cards which listed names, addresses, and phone numbers plus dues payments and codes pertaining to 
arms, ammunition, clothing, and supplies for what appeared to be a guerrilla force. Many of the people listed were JBS members or JBS endorsers 




such as: Dan Smoot, Joseph Grinnan (JBS Coordinator in Dallas), Dr. Medford Evans, Robert E. Hatfield, Robert A. Surrey, Bill Smith (JBS 
Coordinator), Mrs. Charles Powell. 

10/8/62 = Robert Welch memo "To All Members Of Our COUNCIL" discusses the controversy over JBS member, General Edwin A. Walker: 


"We have been flooded with letters, telegrams and long distance calls from all over the United States, many of them demanding my individual 
attention...Roughly two-thirds of these communications are from members — both influential members and plain hardworking patriots — who think we 
have 'let Walker down'. These range all the way from those who are mildly disappointed and critical; through those who say that if we are not going 
to use The John Birch Society organization to back General Walker then they are going to form separate organizations of their own for that specific 
purpose; to those who insisted the time had come to get out the guns, march to Springfield, Missouri, and rally behind a great patriotic General who 
was determined to save his country while there was still time." ... 


"But from the point of view of the Society, there are still other factors involved, some of which we do not think it wise to discuss specifically even 
here. For one thing, General Walker has not only been guided by the advice of Medford Evans and, increasingly of late and especially with regard to 
the Mississippi situation, of Evetts Haley, and not only does that advice seem to many of us to leave much to be desired in the matter of soundness; but 
much more recently Walker has also been listening to advice from another source, and refusing to pay any attention to those who have tried to caution 
him about this source, and it is one which we do not trust at all, even as to good intentions. There is, in our opinion, danger of some very serious 
embarrassment to a lot of good Conservatives and even to the Conservative cause in general, if Walker continues to listen to that advice, or takes any 
overt actions based on it, or even merely gets himself definitely associated with this source. And since General Walker is noted for his obstinacy, we 
have to be as careful as we can not to let ourselves be dragged into this association in any way, even at the expense of having two thirds of our members 
angry and many of them even resigning or threatening to do so because we are not giving Walker 'the support which he should have. ’ And the report 
that we have 'abandoned' Walker is now being deliberately spread all over New York City, and among the Conservatives in many other places, to hurt 
the Society." 


NOTE: The "source" whom Welch refers to as exerting a noxious influence upon Walker is a reference to Walker's involvement with the anti-semitic 
crowd which, at that time, owned American Mercury [AM] magazine [first, Russell Maguire and then Gerald Winrod's organization, Defenders of the 
Christian Faith and later Willis Carto's Legion for the Survival of Freedom. In September 1962, thcd/l/ was sold to the Defenders of the Christian 
Faith and Walker was one of the purchasers. He also became Military Editor for the AM.] 


Item #4 in this Welch report discusses "The New Form of Attacks On The Society. Having tried many other methods, the Left has now embarked on 
a whole series of separate but closely related efforts to weaken and destroy the Society. And our enemies are certainly and subtly pouring on these 
efforts, everywhere...Another form of the attack is in the extensive, emphatic, and almost violent spread of anti-Semitic theories. In many areas, our 
members are having it preached directly to them, and indirectly to them through other organizations and in other ways where the direct approach is not 
practicable...This movement is now so intensive and extensive that there is no doubt in my mind about its being part of a coordinated and carefully 





planned overall drive to destroy the Society. And because the ordinary American Jews do not realize that they are being just as misled and falsely 
represented by Communists in their ranks and their leadership, as our Methodists, for instance, by left-wingers high up in the hierarchy of their 
denomination, or even Catholics by a comparatively few but still very powerful and influential extreme left-wingers in strategic spots even in their 
clergy, it is fairly easy to inflame a lot of otherwise good Americans into believing the extremist nonsense, putting all of their efforts behind this terribly 
gross over-simplification of the problem, and giving up all other effort, organized or otherwise, for fighting the Communists. This drive is right now 
making a lot of damaging headway." 

Item #5 by Welch: "Parallel to the above, as a problem increasingly to be faced, is the use by the Communists of agents provocateurs with regard to 
overt acts, rather than just ideological persuasion to extremism. We have already seen some of this, as in the case of the bombs which were exploded 
in the homes of the ministers in California—who were speaking on radio programs, at the very time, against 'extremists' like The John Birch Society — 
in such a manner as to do as little damage as possible to the homes, but as much damage as possible to the Society. This is standard Communist 
technique—which DeGaulle used brazenly and repeatedly, for instance, to discredit the OAS and other anti-Communists in both Algeria and France 
itself — and of which we shall be seeing increasing samples in this country, aimed at anti-Communists in general but some of them at the John Birch 
Society in particular." 

10/27/62 = The JBS issued a press release announcing that Reed A. Benson (eldest son of Ezra Taft Benson) "was appointed today as the Utah 
Coordinator of the John Birch Society...His father, Ezra Taft Benson, on being questioned regarding his son's decision, stated: 'I have known of my son 
Reed's interest in The John Birch Society, which he has been studying for several months. I have also read the Blue Book and other basic materials of 
the Society and have met the leaders and several prominent Americans who are members. The organization is, lam convinced, the most effective non¬ 
church organization in our fight against creeping socialism and godless Communism. I admire Reed’s courage and applaud his decision.' " 

12/11/62 = George S. Birch, the father of John Birch, writes to the Editor of the Atlanta Constitution newspaper (Eugene Patterson) because of 
comments in a published article about the circumstances of his son's death. Mr. and Mrs. George Birch were life members of the Birch Society. George 
also wrote letters to J. Edgar Hoover protesting similar comments about his son made by Gordon D. Hall—a lecturer on extremists. Copied below is 
George Birch's letter to Patterson and then comments made by Gen. Albert C. Wedemeyer concerning the circumstances surrounding the death of John 
Birch. 


- 


Mr. Eugene Fetterson 

Editor, ilia Atlanta Constitution 

Atlanta, (2a. 


With reference to the coluon by Marvin Wall on page 4 of the 
Deceaoer 5ti -ss.« of ine Atlanta Constitution, I Question the 


veracity of certain s 


enumerated 
(1) " 


iuenov .o check on Japanese strengtn thera." 
Birch found the Japanese surroundod by 


Chinese COjmuniati 

(3) "voing beyond his orders, Birch sought to arrange a surrender 
of -he Japanese.” 

(4) When ho slugged a guard...” 

(5) "no...was no longer capable of thinking rationally." 

- axpeci isaeoirte acknovledgaaent (stamped. self-addressed 
enveior-e enclcseo), snd erthor proof or public ratrsatior., giving 
equal apace r.-a proainence, v'thin fifteen days. 

Yours vary truly. 


George S. Birch 

cc to General A. C. Kedeaoyor 

uenerel Charles Stone III 
Bocoraole Hichard A, Suesell 
>laa Anderson, fan., and Ranch 
rultcn Louis, Jr. 

Claronco Matrlon 
Dan Snoot 
Huaan Events 
Amarillo Daily Rows 
11 Bob" Watson, KG2JC 
Berger flows Herald 
.-itlitadt truth 
and others 


Gen. Albert C. Wedemeyer ( Washington DC Evening Star, 4/11/61, pA5, “Wedemeyer Hits Welch’s Birch Story”): 


“General Albert C. Wedemeyer has refused to join the John Birch Society and has accused its founder, Robert H.W. Welch Jr., of distorting 
the circumstances surrounding the death of the Society’s namesake, according to a North American Newspaper Alliance report. 


As Mr. Welch tells the story, John Birch, a missionary turned Army intelligence officer, was killed by Chinese Communists 10 days after 
the end of World War II. He has described him as ‘the first casualty’ of the cold war and has charged the Pentagon with attempting to 
suppress the facts of the Birch case at the behest of hidden pro-Soviet forces. 


‘That just isn’t true’ says Gen. Wedemeyer, who was the American commander in China at the time of Birch’s death. 7 just can’t believe 
that the case was hushed up. I had sent a full report to Washington at the time. As I recall, I reported that the unfortunate episode had 
been provoked by Birch’s arrogant behavior toward a Communist patrol.’ 



“General Wedemeyer said Birch ‘was only one of a number of brave courageous Americans who were killed in one incident or another 
about the same time. Why Birch should have been singled out for special attention is beyond my comprehension.’ ” 


General Albert Wedemeyer (Newsweek, 12/4/61) 


"I knew John Birch, as a captain in China, when I was out there during the war. Birch was one of a number of men who participated in 
operations in China, parachuted behind enemy lines. He provoked the attack on himself; he was arrogant. I warned Welch not to make 
a hero of Birch. That's why I quit as an adviser. I think Welch is a dedicated, fine American but he lacks good judgment." 

12/26/62 = National Council member William J. Grede sends letters to other Council members announcing the formation of a National Finance 
Committee for the JBS, of which he is Chairman. Grede observed: "In the four years since the Society was founded it has, we believe, already become 
the strongest and most effective anti-Communist group in the United States, and certainly the one which the Communist themselves fear the most." The 
initial Finance Committee memo is copied below: 





1963 


1/17/63 = Thomas J. Davis, a JBS Major Coordinator headquartered in Stamford CT, sent a 7-page single-spaced typed letter to Robert Welch to 
explain why he and other JBS officials had terminated the employment of Richmond VA JBS Coordinator George S. Petley because "he was not suited 
for this work". 

Petley had replaced Bryton Barron in June 1961. Barron resigned from the JBS after making very derogatory statements about Robert Welch (see my 
former entry regarding the Barron matter.) The controversy over Petley's dismissal resulted in several letters to/from Robert Welch and National 
Council member T. Coleman Andrews, a friend of Petley, along with letters from many JBS members who were displeased with the manner in which 
Petley was treated. 

Davis met with local chapter members and his letter to Welch reported that: "The members were quite concerned over the manner in which George 
was dropped, and charged that we were ruthless in our handling of the matter; that George was an excellent leader, and that his territory was very 
difficult... At that meeting, I stayed with our official version of the reason for his release, namely, that we could not maintain Coordinators who did not 
sufficiently build the membership of the Society in their area." Attached to the Davis letter to Welch was a detailed report regarding Petley's 
deficiencies. Among the problems, according to Davis, is that Petley appointed a Section Leader in one Virginia city who not only was totally unsuited 
for that position but "much more serious, he was anti-Semitic and made these attitudes known to the membership, and passed out quantities of material 
of which the Society totally disapproved." 

A subsequent report by Thomas N. Hill and William E. Dunham mentions that when Petley started in 1961, the JBS had 15 chapters in Virginia and 
when he was terminated (in 1963) there were 19. Petley started four chapters in Maryland. 

In a January 23, 1963 letter to Petley, Robert Welch stated: 

"It seemed to me, as I first began to be worried about the Virginia situation many months ago — and after having had such high hopes for what you 
could accomplish when we first sent you there — that the basic trouble was immaturity of judgment. One of the earliest indications of this was your 
recommendation, when you thought you and your efforts were being hurt by rumors that you were Jewish, that we actually make a statement in 
the Bulletin of the Society, for the whole United States, that Mr. George Petley, our Virginia Coordinator, was not Jewish." 

03/14/63 = T. Coleman Andrews sends a letter to Robert Welch to announce, yet again, that he plans to resign from the JBS National Council. On 
April 4, 1963, Welch replies and tells Andrews "we simply could not afford to lose you as a member of our COUNCIL — especially at the present time, 
when we are just beginning to make such remarkable headway again..." On April 11, Andrews replies by agreeing to wait until the next Council meeting 
when he can "discuss the matter with other members of the Council and reach a decision." He subsequently decides to remain on the Council. 




06/18/63 = Robert Welch "To All Coordinators, Section Leaders and Chapter Leaders”: "Although the Supreme Court decision, forbidding the reading 
of the Bible or the recital of the Lord's Prayer in the schools, had been anticipated, it still seems almost unbelievable. It is obvious that the Warren-led 
Court intends, step by step, to declare the whole Constitution of the United States unconstitutional. Two of the most important of all the aims of the 
Communists are: (1) To promote strife and bitterness, and civil war wherever possible, over racial and religious differences; and (2) to destroy all 
religion (because the Communists simply cannot permit any loyalty to God, man, or nation, but only to themselves.) For several years it has been 
evident, and each month it becomes more evident, that the U.S. Supreme Court under Chief Justice Warren is determined to do all it can, as rapidly as 
it dares, to help the Communists to carry out these aims in our country." 

08/01/63 = Robert Welch "To Members of the COUNCIL”: Welch sends each Council member a suggested letter which he asks them to send to Ezra 
Taft Benson, Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker, Sen. Strom Thurmond and Charles Edison - in order to encourage each of the 4 men to accept Welch’s 
invitation to become members of the JBS National Council. 

08/12/63 = Chicago National Council member Slobodan M. Draskovich sends a letter and 22-page attachment (entitled "Let Us Face The Truth”) to 
Robert Welch and all National Council members. The cover letter to Welch and several pages of the attachment are copied below. Draskovich's 
argument is that the JBS educational program is not commensurate to the conspiratorial problem confronted by our country and, consequently, is 
doomed to failure. 
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Draskovich laments "the lack of strong leadership in the JBS" because the JBS commander-in-chief "is spending a great deal of his time in self- 
examination, self-analysis, self-explanation, and self-justification." 

He then complains about Council meetings "where no room is left for proper criticism and discussion of issues and strategy". Draskovich declares that 
the JBS is "being weakened by our timidity, our tediousness, by our frightened search for recognition, respectability, and acceptance..." to the point 
where "the JBS is evidently and progressively failing in its mission. The relationship of forces between the communist conspiracy and the forces of 
Americanism, which in the months and few first years following the creation of the JBS was turning in our favor, is again turning against us. The 
knowledge about the communist conspiracy is growing, but the faith in victory, in the imperative need to do our utmost and invest everything we have 
into the battle, is definitely disappearing. And this is because the JBS promise that it means business all the way has acquired a hollow ring, unrelated 
to our actual policies. We are not doing our utmost to alarm, to arouse, to infuriate, to inspire, to organize and to lead the American people into the 
decisive battles toward victory.” 

Draskovich continues: “The enemy is acting and training all the time and keeping in shape for any coming eventuality. We are not acting and we are 
not ready for action, we are not keeping in fighting trim for the decisive engagements which are before us. Has our leadership thought about the 
problems and situations most likely to face us in the immediate future, has it worked out plans and prepared its members to meet the emergencies?” 

Among the problems which Draskovich lists as distinct possibilities: 

“What do we do if we are exposed to physical violence, to beatings, individual and collective? What do we do if it comes to a racial civil war, fostered 
and encouraged by the New Frontier? What do we do if we are jailed on whatever ground or without any ground, as General Walker was several months 
ago? Do we keep $50,000 bail money ready for every member of the JBS?” ... 

“If we had ten, twenty, thirty or more years before us, all of this would not be so urgent. But, as everybody knows, especially in the JBS, very little 
time remains. We see the enemies’ whites of their eyes, but instead of shooting and beating them back and inflicting them an irreparable defeat, we let 
them infiltrate our ramparts and wreak havoc, while we play Sunday school teachers to the American people. We are having nice, harmless tea parties 
against the criminals and traitors.” 









1964 


2/9/64 = National Council member Revilo P. Oliver sends a 4-page “ Confidential” letter to Council member Tom Anderson (copied below) which 
advocates creation of a Board of Strategy for the JBS. Oliver contends that five National Council members had agreed about the need for such a Board 
at the recent National Council meeting in Chicago. 

Oliver lists 9 reasons why such a Board is necessary. He devotes the most space to discussion of comments made over the name of Robert Welch in a 
lengthy pamphlet entitled “The Neutralizers ” which, writes Oliver, was “seriously diminishing our prestige through demonstrably erroneous or grossly 
inaccurate statements of fact and highly improbable allegations that we are acting as a cat’s paw for the Defamation League [Anti-Defamation League 
of B’nai B’rith] which is one of the most viciously anti-American criminal gangs in the country and is widely (and not implausibly) suspected of being 
an arm of the Communist Conspiracy”. 

This letter is significant for several reasons, chief among them the fact that Oliver did not disguise his obvious anti-semitic sentiments. 

The idea of Strategy Committee for the JBS was adopted. The first members were: Tom Anderson, Milorad (aka Dan) Draskovich, Robert Love, 
Clarence (aka Pat) Manion, and Revilo Oliver. See 3/6/64 entry below for additional information. 






2/17/64 = Robert Welch sends Westbrook Pegler a 17-page single-spaced typed letter in response to Pegler's hostile telegram concerning non-payment 
for articles of his which were published in the JBS magazine, American Opinion. Pegler was to receive $ 1000 for one article every month. Welch tells 
Pegler: 

"We stayed by that arrangement through many months, Peg, when each of your articles was simply rehashing the same old bitter personal paragraphs 
about the Roosevelts and the Kennedys and a few of your other betes noirs — such as members of the Hearst family — in rambling and repetitive 
diatribes. You were using our magazine to give vent to your personal spleen in language and in disorganized sequences which I do not believe any 
other reputable periodical in America would have published. But we did out best to go along with you patiently, despite the fact that these articles 
were hurting us more than they would have hurt anybody else, because of the intended tone and purpose of American Opinion, and because of its great 
indebtedness to the loyal support of members of The John Birch Society. In fact, Peg, you were steadily tearing down, in many ways, what I had been 
years in the building." 

In his letter to Pegler, Welch provided a lot of data not generally kn own about himself and the JBS. Some examples: 

* As of 2/64, the JBS had 150 employees, a payroll of over $22,000 per week, printing bills from one prineter of over $ 12,000 per week 

* Welch's book, May God Forgive Us, sold 200,000 copies during its first year and his book, The Life of John Birch sold 35,000 copies during its first 
year. 

* Welch believed that conservative author/columnist Eugene Lyons "had clearly been responsible for publication of the article by Col. Kintner, in The 
Reader's Digest which — whatever its title and ostensible theme — seemed to me to have been written and published primarily for the damage it could 
to the Society and myself." [Welch refers to Kintner's article in the 5/62 issue of Reader's Digest entitled "The Insidious Campaign To Silence Anti- 
Communists" which discussed the JBS in negative terms.] 

* As a result of Pegler's attacks upon Eugene Lyons in two articles appearing in American Opinion magazine, J.B. Matthews resigned from the 
masthead of AO. 





* Welch claimed that by October 1963, as a consequence of Pegler's vitriolic articles, "we were receiving so much mail from so many of our most 
influential and most dedicated members of the Society, completely washing their hands of anything further to do with American Opinion, that our 
subscriptions and our newsstand sales...were both dropping off in disturbing fashion. At the very same time, while we were losing money every month 
on American Opinion...we were now suffering even heavier drops in the direct contributions to the Society by these influential and affluential members 
who had become disgusted or disturbed at the Pegler ramblings. The protests were numerous, and many of them were emphatic. It is my best guess 
that we lost about ten thousand dollars per month in contributions, for this reason, during the three fall months, October through December." 

* The Warren Commission had been appointed "for the obvious and specific purpose of shifting the blame for the assassination onto the 'hatemongers' 
known as The John Birch Society, and to convince the whole country through a controlled press that we had been and were stirring up hatred which 
was really responsible for the crime...This deliberate program of the Warren crowd, backed by the full power of the present administration, is an 
extremely serious matter to tens of thousands of wonderfully patriotic and truly good people in The John Birch Society." 

3/6/64 = The JBS Executive Committee received a copy of the Strategy Committee report. One of the recommendations was creation of a 3-person 
team stationed at JBS HQ in Belmont MA which would approve all major policy decisions involving public relations, American Opinion magazine, 
the JBS Bulletin, and JBS finances - thus taking such matters out of the sole control by Robert Welch. The idea was not adopted. 

3/11/64 = Eric L. Pridonoff sends out a memo stating that he has become Chairman of the Life Membership Program of the JBS. His memo states that 
in 1963, the JBS spent $100,000 for hiring Coordinators and providing them equipment which resulted in a 300% increase in JBS membership in 
California. 

4/64 = Robert Welch asked Council member Tom Anderson to become Southern District Governor for the JBS. Anderson declined the offer by letter 
dated 4/16/64. He pointed out that he had just returned from a speaking engagement at a District Rotary Convention and "I was told that some people 
refused to attend my speech because they knew I was a John Bircher. But I did reach many others, who either did not know or did not particularly 
care. But could I have reached them at all as a paid employee?" 

07/64 = The JBS began a recruitment project entitled " JBS Personal Letter Campaign". The idea was for members to contact potential supporters by 
using different types of letters with enclosures which would be coded so that it could be determined which packet was the most effective and 
productive. One proposed letter enclosed a copy of the JBS reprint “ The Time Has Come". Another letter enclosed a copy of John Stormer’s conspiracy 
classic 1964 book, None Dare Call It Treason. A third letter enclosed a copy of a speech by Ezra Taft Benson. 

A final letter enclosed a copy of the published version of Welch’s “private letter” entitled The Politician. The sample letter for this stated: 

“This is the last of the series. I have imposed on your time and your patience in this manner for two important reasons: (1) To emphasize the seriousness 
with which many thoughtful people now regard the danger to our country from the Communist conspiracy; and (2) to make you aware of the importance 
of the John Birch Society in the fight against this conspiracy, and of the needs of the Society for greater and more rapid growth. Enclosed with this 
final letter is another book, The Politician. Directly or indirectly, it helps to drive home both points. Read The Politician and judge it for yourself. Then 
judge for yourself the frightening situation, of which only one small part is described by the history in this book. I hope that the result will be a 
willingness on your part to help us all you can - in what I believe to be the most determined and most effective effort in America to ward off the 
imminent and tremendous danger to our freedom and our lives.” 


8/18/64 = National Council member Tom Anderson sends a letter to John Stonner, author of the 1964 book, None Dare Call It Treason which advises 
Stonner that Anderson mentioned the book in an August column he wrote. By mid-August the number of requests for the book was so great that 
Anderson asked Stonner for a price quote on 5000 books. 

10/28/64 = JBS Public Relations Director John Rousselot sends Robert Welch a list of newspapers which are publishing a JBS advertising supplement 
— and the cost for each paper. 



Heldtlnnr. 

JH3t*> 

cc: Cornell Members 


11/06/64 = JBS National Council member Clarence Manion responds to an inquiry from a friend who asked him if he agreed with Robert Welch's 
comments about President Eisenhower. In reply, Manion quoted a comment he made about Welch's evaluation of Eisenhower on a Chicago TV 
program (letter copied below): 



"I certainly do repudiate any statement by Mr. Welch or by anybody else to the effect that President Eisenhower was a knowing member of the 
Communist conspiracy." Manion added: "I have always regarded any such statement as unwise and untrue and I have been quoted in the press to that 
effect on many occasions." 



SST‘“ 



11/18/64 - 11/23/64 = J. Edgar Hoover holds an unusual 3-hour press conference on 11/18/64. During this conference he answers questions about the 
just-released Warren Commission Report on the assassination of President Kennedy, plus other subjects. 

A reporter asked Hoover about his opinion of Robert Welch. Welch replied that he had no respect for Welch. 

FBI Associate Director Clyde Tolson recognizes the impact which Hoover's statement is likely to have — so he sends Hoover a memo on 11/20 asking 
for his approval to use a standard reply to the anticipated deluge of inquiries which the FBI expected to receive about the matter. Tolson's memo is 
copied below. Hoover handwrote "Yes" on Tolson's suggested wording. 

Subsequently, both Robert Welch and JBS PR Director John Rousselot wrote to Hoover to inquire if press reports about Hoover’s comment concerning 
Welch were accurate. Copied below is Welch’s 11/20/64 letter plus Hoover’s 11/23/64 reply. 




November 20, 1964 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



We ii^ll doubtlessly receive a number of 

.-inquiries from the JohirBir ch So ciety in view of your statement 

I concerning the head of the Society at your press conference. 

I suggest we answer these generally as 

follows: 

"The FBI has not investigated the John Birch 
Society. Personally, I have had little respect 
for the head of the John Birch Society since he 
linked the names of former President 

j Dwight D. Eisenhower, the late John Foster Dulles, 

I and former CIA Director Alien Dulles with 

—1 communism." 










JBS FINANCIAL STATEMENT 12/31/64 

The following scanned items are copies of the Financial Reports prepared by the Birch Society's CPA firm, Spark, Mann and Company of Boston 
MA. 

The Birch Society was comprised of several corporate entities. The first document is on the JBS itself — then the second document pertains to Robert 
Welch, Inc. — the publishing arm of the Society. 


I have additional financial reports which the JBS submitted to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts — which I will scan and post in the future. 



















































Due to Google sites space limitations, the Documentary History of the John Birch Society is on 5 Webpages herei 

CHAPTER.Time Period.URL 

JBS 9-1 / 01/58 thru 08/11/60 = https://sites.google.com/site/erniel241/ 

JBS 9-2 / 09/60/60 thru 12/15/61 = https://sites.google.com/site/erniel241a/ 

JBS 9-3 / 01/62 thru 12/31/64 = https://sites.google.com/site/erniel241b/ 

JBS 9-4 / 01/65 thru 12/31/65 = https://sites.google.com/site/jbs9004/ 


JBS 9-5 / 01/66 thru current = 


https://sites.google.com/site/jbs9005a/ 
















DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 


1965 


02/19/65 = The President, the FBI and the Justice Department received thousands of letters inquiring or complaining about the Birch Society. Many 
times, correspondents wanted to know why the Birch Society was not designated as a subversive organization—just like the Ku Klux Klan. 

J. Walter Yeagley (Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security Division of the Justice Department) answered one such inquiry in February 1965, 
copied below. 











10/11/65 = JBS Public Relations Director John Rousselot addressed a Testimonial Dinner for Mr. and Mrs. Robert Welch in Los Angeles. Among the 
accomplishments of the JBS which Rousselot listed were: "340 bookstores across the country, 75 full-time field men; over 100 books on many subjects; 
the official magazine [of the JBS, American Opinion ] has over 50 thousand circulation; over one thousand lectures and speakers are scheduled for the 
coming year..." 

11/04/65 = JBS National Council member Dr. Thomas Parker sent a letter to Robert Welch to address the ongoing debate within the JBS about whether 
or not the official JBS motto should be revised to include the phrase "under God”. Parker's letter is copied below. Parker’s letter is significant because 
aside from the substantive matter under consideration it reveals the omnipresent mindset within the JBS — i.e. that the JBS will always be under "attack" 
by "enemies". In short, there is never a legitimate, honorable, alternative, competing point of view. 



11/23/65 = National Council member Slobodan Draskovich corresponded with fellow Council member Revilo Oliver about the proposal to add the 
phrase "under God" to the official JBS motto. This letter is significant because, once again, it reveals the mindset at senior levels of the Society with 
respect to perceiving the unsavory character of ALL opponents of the JBS. 

Oddly, while National Council members welcomed the input of Revilo Oliver on the "under God” matter, it appears they did not know that Oliver was 
a virulent atheist. In subsequent years, Oliver wrote essays for a neo-nazi magazine {Liberty Bell) which compared Christianity to spiritual syphilis! 




























12/09/65 = The JBS 7th Anniversary Testimonial Dinner is held at the Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago IL. The Master of Ceremonies was G. 
Edward Griffin. Griffin established one the first chapters of the JBS in the Los Angeles area and he served as a Chapter Leader, Section Leader, and a 
Major Coordinator. He also headed the Audio-Visual Department of the JBS. Griffin was designated by Robert Welch as one of only four individuals 
who could serve as official spokesmen for the JBS. The other three were Robert Welch, John Rousselot, and Reed Benson. 

An official JBS pamphlet produced for this event stated that: 

"The Society now has from a few to several hundred chapters in each of the forty-eight continental states and Alaska. It has Home Chapter members 
in all fifty states and in many foreign countries. It has between 240 and 250 employees, including a field staff of between seventy and seventy-five 
Coordinators and Major Coordinators, with a total payroll of between $35,000 and $40,000 per week. It has hundreds of Section Leaders, plus 
thousands of Chapter Leaders who devote a tremendous amount of time and effort to the Society without any pay, even as to their expenses." 

12/13/65 = JBS member Ben Klassen of Pompano Beach LL makes arrangements for JBS National Council member Tom Anderson to speak under the 
auspices of the JBS Speakers Bureau before the Pact Linders Porum of Broward County (Pt. Lauderdale PL) on 1/13/66. Klassen would later resign 
from the Society with a very caustic denunciation of Robert Welch for his dumbing-down of JBS members so that they did not recognize the "Jewish" 
component of the Master Conspiracy. 




Klassen went on to found the racist and anti-semitic Church of the Creator and the Nationalist White Party. In 1970, he co-authored a pamphlet entitled 
”50 Phony Arguments Used By Kosher Conservatives To Confuse Gentiles” in which he declared that "communism is a Jewish conspiracy created to 
destroy the white race through mongrelization, annihilation, and degeneration." 

Due to Google sites space limitations, the Documentary History of the John Birch Society is on 5 webpages here: 

CHAPTER.Time Period.URL 

JBS 9-1 / 01/58 thru 08/11/60 = https://sites.google.com/site/erniel241/ 

JBS 9-2 / 09/60/60 thru 12/15/61 = https://sites.google.com/site/erniel241a/ 

JBS 9-3 / 01/62 thru 12/31/64 = https://sites.google.com/site/erniel241b/ 

JBS 9-4 / 01/65 thru 12/31/65 = https://sites.google.com/site/ibs9004/ 

JBS 9-5 / 01/66 thru current = https://sites.google.com/site/ibs90Q5a/ 
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1966 


1966 was arguably the most eventful and traumatic year in JBS history up to that time. Although not all details are currently known, there were numerous incidents 
which revolved around JBS members and JBS bookstores which circulated literature authored by anti-semitic sources. In addition, there was a major debate within 
the Society over the leadership of Robert Welch. 


02/14-15/66 = Robert Welch sent a memo to Donald R. Gray, the Business Manager of the Birch Society's Wholesale Book Division, concerning Gray's 2/14/66 
memo to American Opinion bookstores. In his memo, Gray advises JBS bookstores about the type of "anti-semitic" material which should not be sold in AO 
bookstores. 

According to Gray's instructions, "...most of the books and pamphlets with an anti-Semitic flavor which we omit from our booklist are not of sufficient value in 
substance or scholarship to rise above the level of anti-Semitic invective or propaganda. Frankly, in our opinion, this applies to most of the books or pamphlets by 
Marilyn Allen, Richard Cotten, Myron Fagan, Kenneth Goff, Wickliffe Vennard, Eustace Mullins, Gerald K. Smith, Robert H. Williams and Benjamin Freedman." 

In his memo, Robert Welch claims that in February 1966, the Birch Society had "several hundred" Jewish members. It is not clear how he could know this since 
JBS membership applications do not have a field for entry of religious heritage and the JBS did not allow scholars to survey JBS members in order to construct a 
factual summary of demographic data regarding their membership. 

Welch referred to the recent publication by the Anti-Defamation League of its 112-page book entitled "Report on The John Birch Society 1966". Welch presents a 
blame-the-victim type of argument: "...one purpose of the ADL in publishing this recent booklet is to try to make us and our members actually anti-Semitic. Whole 
booklet...shows that they are now out to try to destroy the John Birch Society at any cost, and practically by any means. And they would certainly consider driving 
us into anti-Semitic feelings as one way of doing so." 

Thus, in the JBS scheme of things, when JBS members (by word or deed) revealed their anti-semitic sentiments, it was the fault of Jewish organizations like ADL 
for discovering and documenting those incidents. Furthermore, apparently Welch is acknowledging that JBS members would be receptive to believing or circulating 
anti-semitic arguments — which is why he thinks that the ADL would expend energy and resources "to try to make us and our members actually anti-Semitic." 

This is a constant contradictory theme in JBS argumentation: 

One the one hand, the JBS proposes that it is not capable of grievous error or noxious prejudiced beliefs, statements, and conclusions. Only JBS opponents are 
capable of such profound moral and intellectual deficiencies. 

But, on the other hand, one booklet published by ADL containing criticisms of the JBS might easily convince Birchers to believe and disseminate anti-semitic 
statements. 




In short, in the JBS scheme of things, racial or religious bigotry does not pre-exist within deeply flawed human beings; instead, it originates in, and is provoked by, 
the very people who are the targets and victims of such bigotry. Thus—Jews (or other minorities) incite and are to blame for whatever bigotry manifests itself. 


Significantly, in July 1966, National Council member Revilo P. Oliver resigned from the JBS as a consequence of statements he made in a July 4th speech at the 
annual New England Rally For God, Family, and Country. See entry below dated 8/8/66 for Welch memo about this matter. 

Oliver's anti-semitic and racist sentiments were known to both Welch and JBS supporters for a long time. In fact, in February 1961, when the FBI contacted its 
former informant (Herbert A. Philbrick of I Led 3 Lives fame) about assertions made by Oliver in a 1959 speech which Oliver attributed to Philbrick, Philbrick told 
the FBI that he considered Oliver "to be an extremist in anticommunist feelings and violently anti-Semitic." 

The memos by both Welch and Gray are copied below. 
























7/5/66 = JBS National Council member Thomas Parker (Greenville SC) sent a letter to Council member Tom Anderson (Nashville TN) encouraging Anderson to 
support the re-election bid of Senator Strom Thurmond of SC. Thurmond (like Parker and Anderson), was a segregationist. 

7/30/66 = National Council member Revilo P. Oliver submits his resignation letter to Robert Welch. In his resignation letter, Oliver makes a startling and absurd 
accusation which, yet again, reveals Oliver's profound anti-semitic beliefs: 

"I now learn with shock and dismay that you are not, in fact, the head of the John Birch Society. 1 have ascertained that you are subject to the secret direction of a 
secret committee composed of Messrs. Blumenfeld, Kogan, Greene and Solomon, whose orders you must and do obey. Since Blumenfeld is ostensibly on the 
payroll of the John Birch Society as an employee in Belmont and the others are youngsters in their early twenties, I can only conclude that the four who supervise 
you must do so as a representative of some very powerful organization. When I try to guess what the organization may be, 1 shudder." 

' 





0 * 











8/8/66 = Robert Welch "To A Number of Friends Who Have Written Us About Dr. Oliver's Speech ” begins by criticizing press coverage of Oliver's July 4th speech 
for "distortions, exaggerations, and outright falsehoods as to what he actually said." 

But, then, even Welch acknowledged the problem: 

"Nevertheless, there were parts of the speech which were just as disturbing to us as to anybody else." Welch continued: "...we do not subscribe at all to Dr. 
Oliver's 'racial superiority'theones, nor to his views concerning the basic degeneracy of the human race." 

Welch closed his memo with a remarkable statement. 

Despite Oliver's "racial superiority theories" and his belief in the "basic degeneracy of human race", nevertheless "we have accepted his resignation from the 
COUNCIL of the Society with a considerable and natural reluctance." 

Keep in mind that Welch described as the primary purpose of the JBS National Council to be "To show the caliber of the men who are supporting and helping to 
run The John Birch Society" Furthermore, membership in the JBS was not just a function of one's anti-communist beliefs. Instead, Welch told the founding meeting 






of the JBS, that members must be "good patriots, who are also men and women of good will and good character and humane conscience..." [JBS Blue Book, page 
165], 

Apparently, in Welch's scheme of things, someone who believed in "racial superiority theories" and the "basic degeneracy of the human race" was acceptable 
material not only as a member but as a senior official within the JBS — because it was with "a considerable and natural reluctance" that Welch accepted Oliver's 
resignation. One might add that Oliver was a virulent atheist—which he made known to anybody who wanted to know. 

This willingness by Welch to accept outright bigots as members or endorsers of the JBS (as long as they kept their bigotry to themselves so it did not embarrass the 
JBS) is also apparent from Welch's considerable cordial correspondence with Verne P. Kaub [who headed American Council of Christian Laymen—Madison Wl] 
plus the friendly tone of Welch's correspondence with Gerald L.K. Smith. 

It also explains why Welch accepted as members (and even as National Council members or paid employees of the JBS), individuals who were life-long 
segregationists [T. Coleman Andrews, A.G. Heinsohn, Dr. Thomas Parker, and Tom Anderson] not to mention the politicians or other prominent Americans whom 
Welch and the JBS effusively praised despite their life-long racist beliefs — such as Sen. James O. Eastland (MS), Gov. George Wallace (AL), Gov. Ross Barnett 
(MS) or Gen. Edwin A. Walker (TX) - and numerous others connected to the White Citizens Councils movement or to other white supremacy organizations — such 
as Dr. Medford Evans, Louis Elollis, W.J. Simmons, Rev. Delmar Dennis, and Rev. Ferrell Griswold. 

Welch 8/8/66 memo regarding Oliver resignation: 






08/09/66 = Chicago JBS National Council member, Slobodan Draskovich [SD], was one of four men whom Welch once described as among the most 
knowledgeable, perceptive, and authoritative sources regarding the communist movement and how to fight it. It must, therefore, have been a major shock for 
Welch when he received SD's 10-page resignation letter — especially coming so soon after Revilo Oliver's resignation the month before. Welch had described 
Oliver in the March 1965 issue of the JBS magazine American Opinion, as “an authentic genius of the first water, and quite possibly the world’s greatest living 
scholar.” 

The opening paragraph of SD's letter: 

"After reading this latest (August 1966) monthly Bulletin, especially the first page, it becomes more evident than ever to me that the John Birch Society, with you 
at its helm, is beyond salvation." 

SD's letter is copied below: 


■SStSS 
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08/14/66 = Revilo Oliver "To Members of the Council of the John Birch Society 

Oliver claims that Robert Welch stated that three members of the JBS National Council were Communists. Oliver attached a copy of his press release concerning 
his resignation — copied below. 











08/23/66 = Revilo Oliver "To Certain Members of the Council of the John Birch Society"'. 

Oliver explains his JBS resignation: "For almost two years 1 have been perturbed—as 1 know some of you gentlemen have been—by the ever increasing 
ineffectiveness and internal disintegration of the John Birch Society. I became convinced that there was something seriously wrong in Belmont and undertook an 
investigation, utilizing various special sources of information available to me." Oliver then goes on to give his explanation of the events that led to his resignation 
— copied below. 



Frafecaor Re Vila P. Oliver, cnu cf tie fcuAdlag uranifcara 
of ale John 3 trail Society, issu«B tkfi foil airing Baateceat: 

"X bars resigned f-on the Council of the Jr.hr. 3irch 
Society (and free ahe Society itself) because 3 can no longer 
ir. conscience retain a lumber. I have also resigned as 
Associate Siiicr of imerioan foinion and I will no longer 
contribute to that magazine. 

"I tbb one of the eleven zer. who net with Ur. Robert 
Welch in Indianapolis on Decenter S. 1953, when the Society 
was formed. The Ur. Welch who founded the Society was a 
rran in who* 1 hid great confidcaoj. 

"Since then, however, changes which have oaken dace 
internally in the arganiaaoien and in its policies leave me 
no alternative but to cisaricines myself from it.” 


























10/10/66 = Robert Welch writes letter to Tom Anderson in which he states that the JBS "owed the banks approximately half a million dollars; with my name, of 
course, on every piece of paper. This was primarily because I had been keeping my eye on the size of the job we've got to do, instead of on how to cut back our 
organizational base so as to me more comfortable." 


1967 


01/67 = The Jewish Society of Americanists is formed with HQ in New York City. It is composed of Jewish members of the Birch Society. However, it quickly 
fades into oblivion with little or no known membership or activities. The officers are: 


Chairman - Michael S. Kogan 








Vice-Chairman = Samuel L. Blumenfeld 


Executive Secretary = W.C. Solomon 

02/16/67 = JBS National Council member Robert D. Love sends a letter to Robert Welch advising him that he and Charles Koch anticipate meeting with Scott 
Stanley Jr., the editor of the JBS magazine, Review of the News. According to Love: "Charles Koch can, if he desires, finance a large operation, however, he must 
continually be brought along, as he has many duties now as head of the company." About a year later, Love and Koch place a full-page advertisement in the Wichita 
KSEagle newspaper calling upon our national leaders to withdraw U.S. forces from Vietnam. Both Love and Koch subsequently resign from the Birch Society. 



February 16, 1967 





ligpsiSUP' 

to you tsaaadiualy following our dlBcusEloo. 




3/29/67 = Robert Welch "To All Members Of Our Field Staff'. Welch explains to field staff that the JBS provided gummed mailing labels containing JBS member 
names/addresses to a new political group, The 1976 Committee. 

The 1976 Committee was created to launch “a 10-year crusade to assure a conservative executive branch of the Federal Government.” Its initial 16-page brochure 
declared that there were“tremendously powerful and solidly entrenched forces at work right here on American soil, which are detennined to abolish our nation’s 





independence” and which wanted to “make this once great country simply a group of provinces under a one-world socialist government ” which, it predicted, “at 
their present rate of progress.. .they will have accomplished their aims completely in 1976.” 

The Committee endorsed Ezra Taft Benson for President and Sen. Strom Thurmond for Vice President in 1968 election. 

Of 34 officers and members of original Committee, 14 were JBS National Council members: Anderson, Andrews, Brown, Bunker, Grede, Heinsohn, Koch, 
Manion, McGowin, McMillan, Montgomery, Parker, Stoddard, and Stone. 

In addition, K.G. Bentson, Robert Dresser and Charles Edison were members of 1976 Committee and also served on the Editorial Advisory committee for the 
Birch Society magazinc,T inerican Opinion. 

JBS National Council member Clarence (Pat) Manion handwrote a comment on Welch’s memo that Welch”apparently missed the whole point. The John Birch 
Society is not a political organization (I thought). 


jssarssssfs!-' 






10/26/67 = JBS National Council member A.G. Heinsohn Jr. responds to a critical article about the JBS published by the Wall Street Journal. 

"Whatever its shortcomings, the John Birch Society does have as members a dedicated group of patriots...Instead of running down anti-communists, I suggest you 
fight those who are destroying American. Expose the oath violators in Washington who persist in changing America from a Republic of free men into a socialist- 
communist welfare state. Fight the despoilers of America, not the defenders, if you really believe in the free enterprise system and in individual liberty." 


1968 - 1970 
















11/05/70 = J. Edgar Hoover met with the new American Legion National Commander, Alfred P. Chamie. An internal memo which summarized what was discussed 
by Hoover and Chamie states that: 

"The Director made mention of the John Birch Society and noted that this organization's leadership has mislead (sic) some good and well intended people. In this 
regard the Director cited the scurrilous allegations that Robert Welch made some years ago concerning the loyalty of the late General Eisenhower and the late John 
Foster Dulles, as examples of the type of disgraceful activity in which the leadership of the John Birch Society has been known to indulge." 











1971 - current 


After the death of JBS founder Robert Welch in January 1985, an internal power struggle commenced which ultimately caused Mr. Welch's wife 
(Marian Welch) to end her relationship with the Birch Society because of her differences with the new management. In particular, she objected 
to the way in which new JBS leadership was trashing President Ronald Reagan in the pages of the JBS magazine, The New American. 

7/23/85 =Marian Welch sends a message to all members of the JBS National Council announcing her resignation as editor of JBS 
publications. Then, in December 1985, Mrs. Welch circulates another message as part of a package of critical letters which were 
disseminated by JBS lifetime member, Dr. Charles Provan 


. 1 

TOj All Members of the Council of The John Birch Society 

FROM: Marian Frobert Welch ’ __ 

Dates July 23, 1985 • • 


It bee beccme apparent to ne that the preset t prog ran of The 
John Birch Society hee departed from tte basic principles. And, although I 
shell continue sy Membership in the Society, I can no longer support 


Because I do not see eye-to-eye with the Management of The 
John Birch Society, I am giving up all responsibilities, in¬ 
cluding writing, at theso offices, and have resigned as an 
editor of our publications. - 

.1 shall continue to abide by the long range program as outlined 
by my husband, Robert Welch. With the full knowledge of my 
enduring obligation to that program, I shall work full time 
for the principles as outlined in the Blue Book which 1 
helped to put together more than two decades ago. 


ephore cells end letters 1 am receiving, ease from long-time end 
ntourch numbers, many cl whoa T know personally, and others with when 

they ere disturbed about what they see Is happerlng to the pro¬ 
gram of the Society and: they aek me tc do tomethlng about It. A good mory 

Hattons which have cone Into existence because of the lneplretlon given 
to them by The John Birch Society. these menders say they Btlll write 

meetings of these never organisations which they find offer more dynamic 
Inspiration. 

/0 


st'IU.fs' 
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7/10/85 = John Rees states that his publication (Information Digest ) and his company (MARA = Mid-Atlantic Research 
Associates, Inc.) subsidized the Birch Society's news magazine (Review of the News ) — which he estimated to be services worth 
$48,000 per year. Rees describes the replacement of JBS editor Scott Stanley and discontinuance of the JBS magazines as a 
betrayal of what JBS founder Robert Welch sought to achieve and Rees' derogatory comments regarding Jack McManus raise a 
religious intolerance issue which became even more salient years later when a major controversy erupted within the JBS about 
anti-semitic comments made by McManus. 







Mid-Allanlir Research Associates, Jnc. 


Star . ___ 

already understood that American OoTninh nn mnaar u »« m „„ 
»nd 1 ^ h r d \ and , tha J I52TO would'beredesigned a i to format 

*nd TROTO hive h,^r.° ^ he e la y 9 ®' loyal £oll °“ ln 9 
ana trotn have built In the Society, I find It most unfor~ 

s of their demise and 
aentioned in the July 


tunate, indeed reprehensible, t 
of these major staff <‘ 
issue of the JBS Bui It 


mat tel* 1 ®* "® eks a 9° I spoke with Cliff Barker about these 

lmprov^me e t ief wi£hou£, " c °"®"ructivi chang/therS is “no 
Improvement, and, over the years Scott and I had discussed a 
ways to boo6t Circulation. Mainly, let it be 
said, by improved business methods and some innovative 

h as efficient record keeping I (Aspects of the 
had never been under Scott’s control.) 

I have .heard nothing further from Cliff. 


na. Th f° u 9 hout "y association with you all, and for the 
mv In,.!, 1 "! believe in, I always refused speakers fees and 
my attendance at Council meetings has been at my own 

Lar ry McDonald's death, my Information 
partially subsidized TROTN's activities in 
Washington. Since tho shoot-down of KKCT507, MARA has 
assumed all of these expenses. They include office space. 


secretarial and reporting help to cover press conferences 
and briefings, the legal cost involved in keeping TROTN out 
Of litigation, WATTS lines and telephone charges, travel, 
subscriptions, and all the incidental expenses involved in 
running a news bureau. As some of you know, our phones have 
been staffed 12-hours a day with readers, staff, Birch Research 
and others calling for information. (Often our information, 
with my full agreement, has been used as a money-generating 
item by Birch Research.) 

My accountants estimate these contributions to be some 
$3,930 a month - in round figures ?4B,000 a year. We made 
this contribution in the belief that" AO'ahiT TROTN were 
effective in the mission conceived by Robert Welch, ably 
implemented by Scott Stanley and his staff. 

During the past ten years 1 have been well-placed to 
learn the impact of our magazines. It has been awesome and 
enormous. The magazines have been responsible for many 
major conservative victories. More important, perhaps, the 
magazines were able to stop a number of betrayals, to expose 
and thwart some "insiders- machinations, and to provide 
invaluable ammunition to conservatives - the old right, the 
new right and the neo-conservatives. 

The valucB and ideas of Mr. Welch that were scoffed at 
in the |50s and 60s found general acceptance in the 70s and 
80s. This was due first, because of the soundness of Mr. 

Welch's thinking, and secondly, because Scott Stanley and 
his Belmont team put out first rate publications that pro¬ 
voked thought first, then action. Seeds were planted and 
nurtured, the first fruits of the harvest were gathered but 
now that it is time to gather.in the crop, the harvesting 
machinery has been dismantled. 

Only fools, knaves or our enemies would allow this to 
happen - and I, for may part, will not associate with those 
who are betraying what Robert Welch sought to achieve with 
his publications. 

The selection of John McManus, as ’interim editor," by 
Cliff Barkor is tragic. Jack is'not a professional jour¬ 
nalist, he has no magazine or news gathering experience. 

His bizarre comments in the past were contrary to those 
expressed by Mr. Welch; and his rigid Intolerance towards 
those whose religious views differ from his, are offensive to 
Protestants, Jews and mainstream Catholics. 


Ukc you I would like to sec TROTH , or its successor 
flourish; but without an editor of Scott Stanley’s calibre, 
this will not happen. Scott is widely respected, not only 
in the entire conservative movement, but in the journalistic 
community. He exercised sound judgement in the two decades 
that he worked with Mr. Welch, and gave of himself, unstin- 
tingly to the periodicals ami the Society. Who has not 
heard Scott speak and listened to the applause? Who, but 
mean-spirited creatures motivated by envy, hatred or malice 
would want to remove him from his friends and readers? His 
summary removal, at this most critical time is unbelievable. 

No replacement will have Scott’s credibility, while some who 
are being approached (or claim to be) are not only shop- 
soiled, but sadly flawed failures. In this world you get 
what you deserve I 

As of July 15, I will publicly disassociate myself from 
TROTN . Any statements that I make will be related to the 
wisdom of Mr. Welch and how. he, Scott Stanley and his staff 
made AO and TROTN the flagship periodicals for America's 
intelligent conservatives. Obviously, I will, having 
received their permissions, add by name, others associated 
for many years with the magazines who share my views and do 
not wish to participate in the Barker-created folly. 

Please do not think that this letter reflects on you or 
the leadership that you have exercised in the past. Conditions 
change, but we must remain loyal to the philosophy of Robert 
Welch and the man, Scott Stanley, who worked with him on the 
magazines. Over the years we have enjoyed the battle 
together; and if I, or my organization can be of assistance to 
you in the future - just pick, up the phone. 

Louise joins me in sending our ve’ry best wishes to you 
and yours. 

Sincerely, 



cc: A. Clifford Barker 
Thomas N. Hill 


8/19/85 = Gary Allen was, arguably, the most prolific writer for the Birch Society during the 1970's and early 1980's. His 
February 1972 paperback, A lone Dare Call It Conspiracy, is one of the most well-known and often-cited right-wing conspiracy 
narratives of all time. Consequently, it came as a major shock to JBS members and supporters when Gary denounced the new 
leadership of the JBS in a blistering letter copied below: 






Hr. Gary Allen 
2012 Tlgertail Drive 
ROBsmoor, California 90720 


August 19, 1905 


Dear Fellow Bircher: 


Tills month wot 
for Americ an Cpin! 
articles for the it 
million. 1 never 
because I was mad 
That is why I bee 5 
a journalist. 


uld have marked my 20 th anniversary as a writer 
ion. During this time ! have written ever 200 
magazine. The total word count is over two 
intended to be a journalist. I became one 
as Hell about what was going on in the world, 
ame first a Bircher and then, by circumstances. 


Hy writings have been well-received by Birchers because they 
knew I was telling the truth and not mincing any words. Well, 
it e time to tell some more truths. Unfortunately, this is the 
most unpalatable truth 1 have ever had to tell. But the fact is 
that our vehicle to preserve and rogain our freedom and liberties 
has been stolen from us. And, it was an inside job. I am going 
to tell you things that you don't want to hear; things that will 
break your heart. But, wc can't hide from the truth. If we do, 
we are simply engaging in the same kind of fantasies as your 
typical slumbering citizen. 


You know by now that^AO has been ash-canned. Robert Welch 
must be spinning in his grave. He created AO as the idealogical 
base and transmission belt for our movement. AO and TROTH are 
theoretically to be replaced by a.hybrid whose name. The Hew 

American, is also used by the Social Democrats for - their . 

newspaper I An idealogical journal and a newsmagazine don't mix 
the point. The official line is that 
md were losing money. This 
Scott Stanley only produced 

' motion although ha 


very well, but that 
the magazines had low circulate 
conveniently ignores the fi 
the magazines. He was denied any voic< 
certainly craved to see his creations < 

t»>ey. ^served. He was promised repeatedly that 

renewal policies and the like would be 
is were never honored. 


„ Before we go any further let's get something straight. Tnc 
official party lino from Belmont will be that I wrote this letter 
because 1 am angry about Scott being fired. Guilty, but with an 
explanation. Yes, Scott Stanley is the closest friend 1 have on 
this earth. I couldn't lovo him more if we were genetic 
brothers. 


I 


The only thing crueller than the way Scott was treated was 
the absolutely despicable way Mrs. Welch was treated. The Barker 
Gang's line on this one is that Mrs. Welch retired bacause of 
age. Another lie. She was' rudely treated and was shoved out. 

Can you believe that? Call her and ask her about it. You also 
know what a wonderful, classy woman she is. But, even if she 
weren't, just the fact that she is Robert Welch's widow entitles 
her to be treated with the utmost respect and courtesy. 

About the lowest, most vulgar stunt I've ever heard of was 
when Jack McManus slithered into Mrs. Welch's office just two 
day 6 after Mr. Welch's death to gloat to her 'that her husband had 
converted to Feeneyite Catholicism on his deathbed, after having 
taken instructions in the faith. This is a damnable lie. During 
the last months of his life he didn't even recognize his wife 
most of the time. He couldn't take instructions in anything. 

You may think this stunt is beneath contempt, but I have a lot of 
contempt for it. 

The Feeneyitcs believe the Pope, whom the KGB tried to 
assassinate, is a Communist and that all non-recneyite-s are going 
to Hell. Outside of Torn Hill and Barker, this cult virtually 
runs Belmont. If the general membership ever found out about 
Feeneyite control of the Belmont bureaucracy, there would be 
revolt in the ranks. Newsweek night find that an interesting 
story. 

Incidentally, Mr. Welch paid for the upkeep and maintenance 
of his home with royalties from The Blue Book and The P olitician . 
Barker has told Mrs. Welch that this policy has been cancelled. - 
Robert Welch put every cent he had into the fight. There is no 
estate to speak of other than the house. Mrs. Welch, after 
everything else she has suffered, has been forced to put that 
house up for .sale. 

Who is A. Clifford Barker, anyway? Nobody knows this guy. 
Barker became the head of the Society not because he was chosen, 
but because he volunteered. The Belmont line is that he took 
over the Society at great personal sacrifice. Well, he did have 
to give up his welfare check. You see, he had filed bankruptcy. 
Ills board of directors threw him out after his company had gone 
broke doing government defense contracts. I thought that was 
impossible. It was after the bankruptcy that Sperry-Rund stepped 
in and took over the debacle. That is the true story behind 
Barker's great sacrifice, despite the baloney being peddled from 
Belmont. Wait 'til the media pick up this story. The truth is 
that Barker is a consummate liar. What arc his motivations? I 
don't know. Some think he was sent in to deliberately destroy 



The only thing crueller than the way Scott was treated was 
the absolutely despicable way Mrs. Welch was treated. The Barker 
Gang's line on this one is that Mrs. Welch retired bacause of 
age. Another lie. She was' rudely treated and was shoved out. 

Can you believe that? Call her and ask her about it. You also 
know what a wonderful, classy woman she is. But, even if she 
weren't, just the fact that she is Robert Welch's widow entitles 
her to be treated with the utmost respect and courtesy. 

About the lowest, most vulgar stunt I’ve ever heard of was 
when Jack McManus slithered into Mrs. Welch's office just two 
days after Mr. Welch's death to gloat to her 'that her husband had 
converted to Feeneyite Catholicism on his deathbed, after having 
taken instructions in the faith. This is a damnable lie. During 
the last months of his life he didn't even recognize his wife 
most of the time. He couldn't take instructions in anything. 

You may think this stunt is beneath contempt, but I have a lot of 
contempt for it. 

The Feeneyites believe the Pope, whom the KGB tried to 
assassinate, is a Communist and that all non-Fcenuyitt-s ate going 
to Hell. Outside of Tom Hill and Barker, this cult virtually 
runs Belmont. If the general membership ever found out atout 
Feeneyite control of the Belmont bureaucracy, there would be 
revolt in the ranks. Newsweek night find that an interesting 
atopy. 

Incidentally, Mr. Welch paid for the upkeep and maintenance 
of his home with royalties from The Blue Book and The P olitician . 
Barker has told Mrs. Welch that this policy has been cancelled. -■ 
Robert Welch put every cent he had into the fight. There is no 
estate to speak of other than the house. Mrs.’ Welch, after 
everything else she has suffered, has boon forced to put that 
house up for.sale. 

Who is A. Clifford Barker, anyway? Nobody knows this guy. 
Barker became the head of the Society not because he was chosen, 
but because he volunteered. The Belmont line is that he took 
over the Society at great personal sacrifice. Well, he did have 
to give up his welfare check. You see, he had filed bankruptcy. 
Ills board of directors threw him out after his company had gone 
broke doing government defense contracts. I thought that was 
impossible. It was after the bankruptcy that Sperry-Rand stepped 
in and took over the debacle. That is the true story behind 
Barker's great sacrifice, despite the baloney being peddled from 
Belmont. Wait 'til the media pick up this story. The truth is 
that Barker is a consummate liar. What arc his motivations? I 
don't know. Some think he was sent in to deliberately destroy 





s true, he would 


What can be done about'darker "The Destroyer?" 1 don't know. 
I don’t know if anything can be done. That is up to YOU. 1 only 
know that, as Burke observed, all that is necessary for evil to 
triumph is for good men to do nothing. 


12/4/85 = Gary Allen letter to Dr. Charles Provan which posits a conspiracy within the JBS to elevate incompetent officials who 
would work to stifle creativity and assure failure. Gary describes the new JBS National Director of Field Activities (Charles Everett) 
as "a dedicated fanatic " whom "In another day and in another place... would have been a Communist or a Nazi." 


V 


ffARY ALLEN 

< taunOERTAILUR. 
ROSSMCOR. CALIP. SOJJO 


Or. Charl4» Provan 
2370 Inglewood Dr. 
McKeesport, PA. 15131 


Dear Or. Provani 


December 4, 1985 





I want to congratulate you on your courageous stand and willing-; 
ness to tell the truth no matter whom It offends. ;I want to' 

6 tve you my views on three very Important JBS bureaficrats! . 

Ill, Chuctc Armour, and Charlie Everett. 

' Larry McDonald, when he was preparing to take over 'the reins 
J ’the Societyj talked to nearly one hundred former Coordinators 
g loan'd Major Coordinators. He found their stories Incredibly r‘ 
?|t>etitlou»i^Every creative Idea which would help build the 
i jBlrch Society and/or damage the Conspiracy died on Tom Hill' 
i'Tdesk. Larry'e conclusion, as Kathy McDonald will verify, was . , 

:hat Tom Hill was a. plant. There has been a great deal of debate 
r j to whethef'Tom Hill is a plant—or a vegetable. Actually,/ 

,t makes little difference. The bottom line Is that Tom Hill .. , 

flfles creativity and activity regardless of what^hls motives/'? 

|ert Welch's Achilles heel was that he surrounded hittself With 
ophants who would not openly challenge his authority. Hill. . 
'irstood this tendency, and by withholding information and colt 
the facts, managed to play Mr. Welch like a Stradivarius. 

’ says that the one major disagreement she ever had with h 

_id was over Tom Hill. I once said to former Coordinator 

•ay that I thought Hill's true calling would be as a bureauc.ri._ 
he Social Security Administration. Murray disagreed. He said 
•er-rated Hill. Tom Hill, he said, should be taking quarters*. 
a toll bridge. Hill has no leadership capacity; He could '.~y • 
: inspire thirsty sailors Just home from ninety days at sea to. 
Into a bar. 

While Larry McDonald concluded Hill was a plant, I have always /i-,. 
held to the vegetable thesis. Hill is an introvert who was madey " 
In essence, the national sales manager of a nationwide organiza¬ 
tion. For this Job he was truly a mackeral out of water. In 
1963 and 1964, the Society had many creative and aggressive Co¬ 
ordinators ahd members. Rather than provide training and leader¬ 
ship to keep these people out of trouble, all problems wound up 
on Tom Hill 5 * desk. Naturally, human beings try to avoid pain. 

Hill soon discovered, perhaps subconsciously, that by telling 
people to 66 little more than read, write lettere, and pass out . 
literature, the number of problems arriving at his desk greatly' 
diminished. The result, however, was to smother growth, activity, 
and morale in the Society. *•■> 






Chuck Armour is the Western States Governor of the JBS. He is a 
very articulate spokesman for the positions of the Society. 

Chuck was an outstanding Coordinator and Major Coordinator. He 
was made District Covernor in the wake of Rex Westerfield having 
turned San Marino into chaos. Westerfield, a compulsive intriguer, 
went to Belmont, where he wound up stealing the membership list 
and going back to Texas to start a political campaign management 
firm. In the beginning, Armour made heroic attempts to get the 
show back on the road. He was thwarted at every turn by Tom Hill. 
Armour found out that his job was all title and no authority. He 
had only two choices: become subservient to Tom Hill or get out. 
Feeling he had no other place to go to earn a living. Chuck chose 
the former. 


This job has destroyed a once-great man. He has become a total 
lackey of the Over The Hill Gang. Chuck has licked Belmont's 
boots for so long now that it would take him a year to scrub all 
the shoe polish off his tongue. He has degenerated into a 
flagrant liar to protect his job. Armour is on a financial tread¬ 
mill and can t get off. His charming-but-neurotic wife keeps 
him in perpetual debt. And the Birch Society has no retirement 
program. 


Charlie Everett, now the Society's National Director of Field 
Activities, is simply a dedicated fanatic. He is a prototype of 
the stereotype that "Liberals" have of conservative activists. 
Charlie is a hater. In another day and in another place Charlie 
would have been a Comrunist or a Nazi. Much of his hatred is 
aimed at other conservatives. Everett believes that the Birch 
Society should have a total monopoly on the conservative movement. 
To him, all other conservative leaders and organizations are crooks 
who drain away funds which should go to the Birch Society. As 
you say in your letter, this is the opposite of the way Robert 
Welch felt. He advocated alliances with our friends, not vicious 
battles. 


You may have noticed that Larry McDonald Is damned with faint 
praise by these three individuals. Amour even tells people 
that Larry McDonald would have destroyed the John Birch Society. 
This is because Hill, Amour, and Everett knew they were targeted 
for replacement by Larry. 

1 hope this information will help you and others to clarify the 
situation in Belmont. 

WirfjvGreat Regards, 

yCj&lv 

Gary Alien 


Gary Allen wrote another blistering letter about the status of the JBS (no date shown but circa 1987) 



G ARY ALLEJV 

ROSSMOOR, CAI-JF. S07OT WIJ) 4M . taa 


Dear Bircheri 


°* {• S 11 !'"'* .it.. cliff 

wrecker, after two years as head of the John Birch Society. 


1. He wiped i 
staff in the country, 
and James Gravi—- 


“t the most talented editorial magazine 
Scott Stanley, Lee Clark Craves, Bill Hoar, 
forced.out. A group of writers, which had 


• Susan Huck, were all alienated. 


Evans, ar.d I 


Barker 

S‘ : “ s{rp^KrM.s:- -rs j'- 

culation. tHflC there WaS vlrtually «° promotion to stlmllte ”?- 


want it «bandoned the Welch dictum of "If you 

Thfre f rSothin d !*v“ pl ^*H* d the^xlstence of“h^Conspl^” 386 
Stanlev ?2 ^ 8 A 1 ? h *“u tly Wr0n * with that approach. Scot^ 

|nris ey bu 1 !lS?ng d a° I S^ 5 e b^? 

Si'Choi: ^f^L^e^L" 0 rd!sa^?ri" b °° y 

ffisssi-aa: !{Ki5!SJ!”s».’&*ai?4TJS4Sj!i i 
as. b :s3™re”X: £-*;& i& s*„isv5sjs^ 
sg;; wis tiwrs'ss.s:**:::- 

changed to a fortnightly with no adjustment in price. People who 
had subscriptions to Review of She Ngv, or American Opinion «e$15 
a year (complete with aTSok'So5Ui)-teF. betHTSTEed wreSev 
at $39 a year (with no bonus). Wrecker is truly a marketing marvel. 


Editor Jeffrey St. John, who did not join the Society 
until his appointment as editor, admittedly does not believe in 
the existence of the Conspiracy. (How would you like to run that 
one passed Robert Welch?) St John, who receives $62,000 a year, 
is an absentee editor who stays at his home in rural Virginia. 

He is Openly letting people know that he is looking for another 
lob. Now, Managing Editor Jack McManus has been made a scapegoat 
tor the unmittigated disaster of the renewal campaign. He has 
been fired as Managing Editor, along with his assistant. Bill 
•*}£•, v*P* w ed i to f of the magazine will be Cary Benoit, des- 
vftrVpr b £, £ h0S ? i*? worked with hlm as debited and a hard 

mfnefiSAw’v5 t0t *i. flsh out °? water V hen u comes to the monu¬ 
mental job of creating a magazine. It’s like asking a business- 
vf?,£°„£. 0 . r 5? m ^ ra i n f ur ? er y- Editing a magazine if a task for 
which you have to be trained. 


? u 5 i n 8 fc 5 e r ® l S? of Wrecker, Bunker Hunt, Bill Cles, 
a ? d Dr - Tom Parker have all resigned from the Council. 
They ve all given a no vote on the calllbre of Barker's leadership. 


3. The first to leave the staff after Wrecker took 
«^Roher?V^\ brllliant ? ttor ? e y. -Gary. Handy. Handy had served 
as Robert Welch s personal assistant for fourteen years. Privately 
Handy reveals that after only two months he could no linger take 
Barker s arrogance. Barker, he says, will not listen or take 
hll 1 flnllv m t| ! 'c b0d ^ and ilR P° ss i bie to work with. Handy moved 
ai!„ sUii? 2 San Diego and started a highly successful law practice. 
th»°hlnV° t j 6 exodus frorn Belmont was Alan Davidson, who ran 

Ihl M?«mMSS 1 3 8 de P art!r - ent . a "d his wife Joyce, who workid in 
°u ntl " 8 ,department. Next to go was head oi accounting 
Onfninn wE!), 1 * 5 and T hi ? wi * e SaU /. who headed the American 
St0reS j u n S ? n i- 311110 . Joe Mehrten, head of the 
lutu??!*- ? urea “ and * h ® *d Hoc Committees, was squeezed out. Now, we 
taTwSk.dlSrX: Fall l aAd President Tom Hill, &o 

naa warieea tor the Society for twenty-five years. Hill’s de- 

!f ^!o?f t |) e Eulletin when he "retired”; the 

5. 1! 2. y ;^bVJ ’.S'Arii’SEi.Js 

Wrecker, he suspicion that he didn't want to be on the Titanic 

5«h ” b * bl *"' d *■ ,h ‘ Sf 


Who is next7 Who is left? We’ll bet Chuck Armour is verv 
wi!?r,I! e !7? US thCSe w ay 2’ IC looks as if Wf ecker is systematically’ 
n*P lt1 f S“f anyone who has any institutional memory of the way ’ 
Robert Welch ran the John Birch Society. y 


Management is now a two-man show—Wrecker and Charlie 
8 w*rett. Everett has great poise and personality (that is 
£! n S‘T e ! d pols ° n Personality"). He has been characterized by 
Joe Mehrten as the Director of Kalignment. Everett is a first? 
class hater and fanatic. He does not discriminate; he loathes 
everybody. And virtually everybody chat knows him returns the 
f c ? uld hardl 3f Pick a ™rc devastating disaster to run 

a field organization. In another time and another place, Everett 
would have no trouble being a Nazi or a Communist. 


4. The treatment of Mrs. Robert Welch by Wreeker 




and wave at the Tsar as he was paraded around the country by train. 
The Tsar was thereby led to believe that everything was just 
great. 

And, of course, the membership of the John Birch Society 
wonts to believe that this Is true. We don’t blame them. People 
who have put years of blood, sweat, tears, and treasure into a 
movement do not want to face up to the truth that it is being 
destroyed from the inside. The staff wants to believe because it 
is their Job, They pass on the Belmont line to the members. Anyone 
who tells the truth about what is really going on is denounced as a 
destroyer. It is a classic case of "shoot the messenger" because 
you don t like the message. We’re sorry, but the truth is the 
truth, and with Wrecker In charge never the twain shall meet. 

Sad as it is that we need to tell you these fact9, it 
would be a tragedy if we could not save the Society even at this 
late date. What can be done? Birchers must immediately begin 
writing and telephoning Belmont, urging that Barker resign in 
the best Interests of the Society. What is needed is a distinguished 
national leader of proven character and administrative ability. I am 
told that Governor Meldrim Thomson will be a speaker at the June 
Council Meeting. Although I have not consulted with him, I 
believe he has the standing and the leadership capacity to do 
the job at which A. Clifford Barker has failed. 


Regards, 

Gary Allern 



P.S. GET BARKER 


described as despicable. Not only was the beloved wife of our 
founder harassed from her Job, she has been the target of malicious 
lies spread that she is senile and that she had constant dis¬ 
agreements with her husband. Mrs. Welch is one of the most 
magnificent women in the history of our country. She helped her 
husband write the Blue Book and was his helpmate and confidante 
throughout his life. Because of the malicious prevarications 
that Wrecker and Everett are spreading about Mrs, Welch, they 
ought to be horse-whipped. Even if she were not the magnificent 
lady that she is, she deserves revered treatment as the widow of 
our founder. Because of the way in which he has treated Mrs. 

Welch, you may get the impression that if Wrecker were on fire I 
wouldn't spit on him. That's not true. 

5. The treatment of Cathy McDonald has been no better 
than that of Mrs. Welch. Thr AverL.U. Is suing Cathy McDonald, 
trying to leave our martyred leader's wife and her small children 
in poverty. Scott Stanley was given a written ultimatum from 
Wrecker saying that if he helped raise money for Cathy's defense, 

he should resign as editor of American Opinion and Review of the News . 
Being a man of the highest integrity and' honor, Scott resigned. 

For displaying this kind of character, Scott today is maligned by 
the staff and it Is claimed that he is conspiring to destroy the 
John Birch Society. The truth is exactly the opposite. We have 
begged Scott to release his ultimatum letter from Wrecker, but 
Scott has so far refused to do so because he does not want to hurt 
the Society. Although his concern is certainly for the membership, 
not the current "leadership." 

6. The Birch Society Is now out of the publishing and 
book-selling business. The Belmont warehouse has been closed 
and the remaining inventory turned over to a fulfillment house. 

In typical Wrecker Orwellian tactics, this is presented to the 
membership as another step forward. Can you imagine the Society 
being out of the publishing and book distribution business? Again, 
Robert Welch would be spinning like a top in his grave. 

7. The field staff of the Society was imploding. For 
example, on Easter Sunday five coordinators in the Southeast 
were fired in what has come to be refered to as the Easter 
Morning Massacre, What a wonderful Easter present! "Hello. 

Happy Easter! You're fired!” They couldn't wait one more day. 

It almost seems as if when they let a coordinator go, they do it 
in the most brutal and callous way possible. The coordinator is 
notified that "for the good of the Society and the Americanist 
Movement, you're job is terminated." There are no gold watches 
or testimonial dinners. Remember, these coordinators gave up 
other careers and made financial sacrifices to take the Job as 
coordinator. This is real dedication. Then, to be terminated in 
such a cruel manre r is unconsclenable. This is not an Isolated 
instance. Ask any former coordinator that you know. 

Wrecker is following the Potemkin strategy, mixed with a 
few touches of Orwell. Potemkin, you may recall, was the Tsar's 
minister who tried to convince the Tsar that everything was 
wonderful In Russia before the revolution. Potemkin created 
towns which were nothing more than false-front Hollywood movie 
sets, gave the local peasants new clothes and paid them to cheer 




12/30/85 = Gary North also joins the chorus of JBS members who pronounced the JBS "dead" as a result of their differences 
regarding how the JBS should be run. 


Gory (forth 
P. 0. Box 7990 

tylor. Toxn.i V'i71 I 

December >0, 1905 


Cliff Barker 
American Opinion 
395 Concord 
Belmont, HA 01278 

Dear Mr. Barker: 


i no.e from Mr. Bunn's end enure that you are photocopying 
my previous private letter to you and passing It around. This 
Illustrates the way you run the JP.S: private caamunlcations 
P'*5ii c documents, while public documents (AMERICAN 
OPINION , REVIEW OP THE NEW3 1 become private memories-- 


lot 


r around. 


hope you 


The JBS la dead. Tou killed it. Or eaybe It was dead 
anyway, and yog are simply the undertaker. Perhapa you can do 
something in these last few weeks to leave something positive 
behind. It depends upon your moral character. But the JBS le 
5u ne C«,, r °i yi 1 ? either be remembered ae the faceless bureaucrat 
who killed it (yea, even If Tom Hill is an unindicted eo- 
conaplrator), or else the man who at least left something behind 


for othere 
You c 


a producing a replaces 


-, tell a tiny handful of remaining 

supporters that everything Is “Jos' fine" at the JBS. "Never 
' Th * t • the feedback I got from a half doeen of my 
subscribers. I want to call your bluff, Cliff. The game is Just 

20 to r*" S " B KlnXh lnn1 " 8 la ln progress, and you're behind 

"re. Welch'e letter hits the aembere next week, you 
hfii i e »o raise enough noney to pay the light 

uii!?!?•.Pf? *? r . t . he Q? xt . lBSU « of THE new AMERICAN. Mre. 


longer. You will have 
ono? "That Marian Welch, 
JBS. No, sir, she 


he ecapegoat." _ 

have Gary North to kick around much 
» on Mrs. Welch. Want to try that 
“** really dedicated to f 


.wned Chie^MlnSJ?.!® 8 Commie plant. Furthermore, she 

vnea Chase Manhattan stock. She's acting Just like Bill 

8 5* " J*!* “ nattering nabob of'nSStlilS. Stc, 


t play In Peoria. Nolth 




North 


Barker, 12/30/85 


When an organisation v» 
eaorlfIce and dedication fi 
of all flesh, a few of tho.,. . 
It lapoaolble psychologically 


ihtle. But eventually 
deaonetrates wh-* **•- 


ia called forth yeara of 
aupportere finally goee the way 
f those who poured their lives Into It rind 
oglcally to admit that their institutional 
shattered. You can koep their support for a 


critics had Bald v 


9 little good for the critics, 

ven when their predictions prove true, but it doean' 
rue who oversaw the organisation’s demise. 

always compare your critics with Hr. Welch's former 
there are fundamental differences: Mr. Welch had a 
iff beneath him, an army of followers behind him, en 
1 his side. What do you have? Tom Hill. 

Kuck A1 i on ’ 8cott 3t » nl «y. John Bees, Susan 

* nd A1 * n stan «- Then, just to make the 


t gutted the JBS, throat to 


devastation total, you failed t 
your staff pretend that this ha 

that warn ont i r « “'‘ltlng'staff. in an organisation 
was (at the end) probably 80* publishing and 20? discussion 

ind von ai.i.1. .a--va- ‘(now? You think you can 

still meet the payroll? 


group, And you think 
drive out your vrlters 
Kerehey would be better 


able 




■ireaucrata don’t make organisationsj they bury 


eopecl“ly y eln£," h rvi 
be exposed as full-tlm 
one brief paragraph In 
your punctured rowboat, 


:o myself. It Is 
. "8 of the JBS, 

isnervooen who are In charge are about to 
> chi»ney sweeps. Whatever you think my 
REVIEW accomplished In swaaplng 


felch’a 


■ Welch 


So do 
any more, 
going to ge 
AMERICAN . 


filled up with a 


•;■ j”-:):;’,:;;;.):-:. 

(easaeIa?lw**S£ *° at8 ’ up f ho a *»psr«al of the assets 
le left if y nj Wrtch*a C iofk l9B l'ho n e 8 * n • rall3, Jfstroy^ whatever 
It’s one thing to be a man of limited*? 


North to Barker, 12/30/85 


upon to do r 
destroy the 
the carcass. 


:an accomplish! it’s another 
>f something new rising from 


live assistance. Just go away, 
left anyway. Renewal money for 
rre. even If you can somehow mak 
>v, while there Is still time le 


Soon. You 
r THE NEW 

ift^o'make* 


Sincerely yours. 



Barker. 12/30/85 


the tried and true, “Poor Mrs. Welch! she’s senile!” routine. 

Her letter will allov the JBS to receive a decent burial, and 
thereby kill off tho parasites who are desperately clinging to 
the cadaver. Your game ia Just about over. 

What the history of tho JBS Illustrates is that an 
organization oannot continue to thrive if It loses lte original 
vision, unless it finds an even more powerful vision. But 
bureauorato are vlslonlees folks, and thoy will kill off anything 
that Is weak. At best, they can stabilize a living organism; If 
It la dying, they will suck It dry. That’s what your staff did. 

Incredibly, a few of the faithful still hang on, pretending 
that nothing has changed, pretending that 25 years of effort 
cannot be overcome In three years by a staff full of certifiable 
incompetents. But It can happen. It happens all the time. When 
THE NEW A MERICAN stops arriving for three weeks or a month, the 
cadaver will at last begin to otlnk. "Let’s pretend" Is a game 
for children. It cannot put money In the bank account forever. 

The fact la, tho bureaucratic game of "let’s do tho safe 
thing," meaning the centrally directed thing. Invariably produces 
bankruptcy. The JBS has not created a new program In years. The 
Belmont bureaucracy strangled everything. This la why MacDonald 
was determined to replace you. I think that If he had returned 
from Korea and had gone ahead vlth his plans to fire you and Hill 
and your underllnge, the JBS would have survived. At least 
would h“— v-a . -•- 


8 had a char 


But r 


I have noticed that the JBS under your direction has done 
nothing to help Kathle MacDonald In her fight agalnet the ACLD. 

I nottco also that THE MEW AMERICAN has not run a single article 
on the Conspiracy since Its Inception. I think others have also 
noticed. That’s why It won’t survive the winter of ’86. Without 
Otto Scott, THE NEW AMERICAN has now become a threat to anyone 
who reads It wnile smoking in bed. If thle vas your doing, 
you re suicidal. If it wasn’t, you had better override Mr. 3t. 
?_ od 15? r iSi dr °P him and get him back, pronto. 


Are you promoting Larry Abraham’s CALL IT CONSPIRACY ? Have 
you recommonded It to American Opinion bookstores? Of course 
not. No more talk about the Conspiracy In the halls of Belmont! 
lou have silently tossed away 20 years of JBS research and 
publishing, and have modeled the "now JBS" on eome defunct 1957 
antl-Coamunist dlacueaion group. That won’t play In Peoria, 
th th ?l’ CBn 1001 “ fS “ 0t th * lon 8* tero supporters a 


I d 


t think you can fool 1 


> through next April. 













By September 1986, Mrs. Welch was telling even the Associated Press of her displeasure with the new leadership of the JBS [See 
9/1/86 NY Times article below] 



JOHN BIRCH GROUP 
HAS MONEY WOES 


Makes First Wide Appeal for 
Funds to Help Ease Deficit 
Said to Be $9 Million 



2000 and afterward 


MAJOR CONTROVERSIES WITHIN THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 


In the spring of 2005, a major controversy erupted within the senior echelons of the Birch Society over the methods used to install 
new leadership within the Society. 

One long-time JBS member, Don Fotheringham, created a website for internal dissidents to share their thoughts over what they 
interpreted as a "coup" which occurred within the JBS that violated the mechanisms originally created by JBS founder Robert Welch 
for selecting new leadership for the Society. 

I copy Mr. Fotheringham's explanatory letter about the reasons for his website below. 

NOTE: Some of the internal URL links within the messages appearing below may not be operative because the 
Fotheringham website is no longer operating. However, readers may use the Internet Archive website's "Wayback 
Machine" search feature to see saved copies of the original webpages. WAYBACK MACHINE 







https://web.archive.org/web/20140102015412/http://donfoth.com/ 


What's this site all about? 

This website was first established to communicate my concern over the undermining of The John Birch Society, which began 
covertly in about April 2005, and culminated in a successful coup on October 21, 2005. 

In a previous posting, I had stated that I was going to take this site down, because the outcome of the events described had long 
since been decided. However, so many requested that I continue to make this site available that I have decided to do so. 

Several years ago I set up the “donfoth.com” website for the purpose of urging council members of the John Birch Society to: 1) 
Restore the monolithic structure and 2) Reinstate the Executive Committee as it was prior to the takeover. The Robert Welch 
method of appointment was more than a mere formality, it was the glue that held us intact and kept us on track for nearly half a 
century. 

Few members of the council saw fit to answer my pleadings, nor did they seem to realize the fatal consequences of dumping the 
unique system created by Mr. Welch. 

This surprised me because I think they are good men dedicated to saving the country; therefore I can only presume they never 
really understood the organizational structure or the wisdom behind it. Moreover, I grant the council another excuse: They must 
have had no first-hand knowledge of the poor work record of those who carried out the takeover. 

The council apparently assumed the rebels were trying to save their country, never realizing they were merely saving their jobs. 
The least productive men, those who organized the coup, now run the Society - the ultimate irony. 

In their effort to save their hides, the new team fired half of the field staff and hired two public relations experts. This left many 
chapters at a standstill while creating the illusion of a better public image. Consequently the vigor of the JBS has been reduced to 
appearances at the expense of fighting the enemy. Yes, The New American looks great, but have you seen the word Conspiracy 
in its pages lately? 

Can a chapterless JBS recruit men and women for the struggle ahead? Not likely. Chapters are the main resource that recruits 
new “pullers at the oars,” and the only organized opposition that threatens the highly organized Conspiracy. Mr. Welch taught us 
that when the action is limited to a headquarters staff - even with thousands of such organizations - very little is accomplished. 
For this reason he founded the JBS where concerted chapter action brings results. 

After these past few years of smiles, hearts, and flowers, veteran JBS members must be wondering who on earth remains to name 
and engage the world’s most deadly enemy. In my opinion, the dynamics for such a task are not likely to come from those who 
took over the Society. That’s because the focus on recruitment is lax, chapter building is nil, and the damage done to the 
succession structure will prevent new leaders with backbone from rising to the top. 



Look at the JBS today. Where is the recruitment of young new members, with the potential to become volunteer leaders, staff and 
even council members? Look at the head table at a Council Dinner. Most of the “new” council appointees - Lloyd Bailey, Bunker 
Hunt, Paul Leithart, Dorn Odorizzi, and Hid Welch - are at least as old as I am (81)! We sort of grew up together, but at least I am 
grown up enough to know a trench coat from a tuxedo. 

Robert Welch often said, “We mean business every step of the way.” Don’t you think he would be appalled by what is now 
happening? While the freedom battle rages, members of the organization he founded seem to be content with belonging to a 
nostalgia society (the 50th anniversary, notwithstanding). 

If exposing the Conspiracy is not our first objective, the country will never be saved. Those who lead the JBS seem to place a 
priority on garnering personal influence among prominent “respectable” conservatives. Those with that mindset will never have 
the backbone to name the enemy, take the gaff, or lead us to victory. 

This whole ordeal has been hard for me. I value highly the friends and members with whom I have worked for many years. It’s 
with no small degree of hurt that some of my best friends have turned against me. It has been a high price for me to pay - a painful 
choice between principle and personality. 

But despite an amazing barrage of bitterness coming from the least expected quarters, I honestly hold no ill will - disappointment? 
yes - but no bad feelings for those who have unfairly judged me or spoken evil of me. I knew what steps had to be taken, I took 
those steps, and I am at peace with my Maker. 

And I am not yet finished with the fight for freedom. As an old man I am blessed with a little experience in the business of defending 
our Constitution, and the Lord has kept me alive, I think, to work for my country many more years than I had anticipated. 

Please understand that I did not leave the John Birch Society - the Society left me. The organization died the day it lied. The field 
staff lost its way when it undermined the one man whose only sin was to require more of them. I feel certain that many members 
of the council now realize they have been had, for the incompetents in whom they put their trust can no longer blame their failures 
on their leaders - they are the leaders! 

Fortunately, the former executives of the JBS are alive and resolute. Vance Smith, Tom Gow, Wayne Rickert, Walt Ruckel, and 
Keith Van Buskirk are the most principled, hard-working patriots the Society has seen since Robert Welch. They stand firmly 
behind the lessons of liberty espoused by that 20th century genius. And on that proven platform they have dug in their heels and 
launched the Freedom First Society (FFS), a no-nonsense dagger in the heart of the Conspiracy. 


We are organized to restore, under a new name, the structure and focus that gave force to the former JBS. It is a singular honor 
for me to stand with the former CEO, Vice President, and key members of the former Executive Committee in this reconstructed, 
monolithic, strictly Robert Welch-style organization. 



I urge you to visit our new website, www.freedomfirstsocietv.org , then obtain a copy of our powerful new book Organize for Victory! , 
in which its authors Vance Smith and Tom Gow have brilliantly summarized the cause and cure of our nation’s ills. 

If you are looking for experienced leaders, clear objectives, and hope for America - and if you are serious about getting down to 
business - please accept this invitation to come on line and get on board. 

May the Lord bless each of you and help us save this (still) wonderful United States. 

Don Fotheringham 


Another controversy erupted within the JBS over comments which were being made by JBS President, John McManus, before Catholic organizations. Several senior 
leaders of the JBS thought McManus was expressing anti-semitic sentiments in his speeches. The only Jewish member of the Council at that time, David Eisenberg, 
sent McManus a letter asking him to clarify his remarks. McManus's initial reply was not satisfactory to Eisenberg. 

The following March 22, 2006 letter from G. Vance Smith (former CEO of the JBS) to all members of the JBS National Council explains how senior leaders within 
the Birch Society interpreted the problem: 

03-22-06 letter to JBS National Council by G. Vance Smith 


https ://web.archive.orq/web/20160215132106/http://donfoth.com/qvs3-21-06.html 

G. Vance Smith 
2 Systems Drive 
Appleton, Wl 54914 
Ph. 920-733-5000 


March 22, 2006 

To Members of The Council of The John Birch Society (Copies to: JBS Building Contributors, JBS Field Staff) 

Dear Gentlemen, 

Because of the recent exchange of letters between Art Thompson and Wayne Rickert, 1 am sending this letter to those who have received that 
correspondence. 

Please, take the time to read this letter and to study the enclosures (available upon request). Try, with me, to understand Art’s motives in first 
attacking Jack and then later undermining me and eventually the Executive Committee. It should be very helpful to all genuinely interested in 
understanding what has been going on, and why. 







There is so very much at stake. I will present to you material that in the past only the Executive Committee, the JBS Board of Directors, and a few in 
leadership of the Society ever needed to know. It was my hope that there would never be a need for this material to be distributed, but, if the Society 
is to be saved, the time has come. 

Art’s Sudden About-face 

On March 8, 2006,1 received a phone call from Rusty Barlow, a longtime member of The John Birch Society in Idaho. Rusty said he had just 
returned from a meeting with Art Thompson and Tom Rice. During the visit, Rusty asked Art plainly: 

“Art, do you feel comfortable with the statements Jack McManus has made about the Jews?” 

Art Thompson replied: 

“I don’t have any problems at all with what Jack said. Vance Smith has taken Jack’s words out of context to make Jack appear to be anti- 
Semitic. He has taken video presentations by Jack and linked small clips, again out of context, and threatened to use the video against Jack 
and the Society.” 

This reflects an interesting change in Art’s thinking about Jack. During the past six years, Art has continually expressed serious concern over what 
Art has referred to as Jack’s “ anti-Semitic dialog. ” In fact, it was Art Thompson who first brought the matter to my attention. 

In the late spring of 2000, Art Thompson approached me with information he had received concerning Jack’s speaking activities to non-Birch 
religious groups. Because Jack had already sent copies of his speeches, tapes, and videos to selected JBS members (Joe Maurer having been one of 
them), Art was certain that Jack’s material was now being broadcast far and wide. Art expressed great concern that, if not checked, Jack would 
surely destroy the Society. Art then arranged for me to receive a number of videos, brochures, and related material that would prove his case. 

Later, on October 22, 2000, Art sent me a faxed memo from his home in Washington wherein he outlined various strategies that could be used to 
deal with Jack. In that memo, discussed in more detail below, Art even proposed that we get Jack to retire because of Jack’s expressed views on 
Jews and Masons. 

Despite his grave concerns about Jack’s activities, Art would later hypocritically change his position on Jack. Why? The reason seems obvious: 

Jack, as a key member of the Board of Incorporators, was essential to Art’s aspirations to be CEO. In an effort to appeal to Jack’s over-sized ego, 

Art must have let Jack know that he would once again enjoy the title of President if he used his position as an Incorporator to have Vance removed. 

Jack’s Version: 

Jack McManus, now on the spot, has responded to questions from members about his speeches to religious gatherings with a story similar to Art’s 
latest denials. In a January letter to a member, rather than providing the member with the requested copy of Jack’s speech, Jack attempted to dismiss 
the whole episode in part with these words, “In the talk, I made passing reference to many viewpoints that had always been held by the Catholic 
Church, one of which is that adherence to Judaism is deadly as far as eternal salvation is concerned. This, of course, is a view shared by 
Christians of numerous other denominations. But it is not a position ever taken by The John Birch Society which is not a religious 



organization. ” 


In other words, Jack is now suggesting that he has done nothing wrong at all. At a religious conference, he merely repeated a commonly held 
religious viewpoint, not necessarily even advocating it as his own. So we might ask, what rational Birchers could object — if that’s all they were 
told? 

Time for the Truth: 

There’s an old saying, “Ifyou don’t quit lying about me, I’m going to start telling the truth about you. ” In the face of convincing, but misleading 
denials from Jack and Art, it is time to tell the whole, incontrovertible truth. For I believe, as I wrote you earlier, that this issue demands your 
immediate attention. What I am going to describe is documented in several letters, documents, audio and videotapes, but I will enclose with this 
letter only a few items. All of them, however, are available to you upon request. 

Before we go there, however, let’s try to understand just what it was that John F. McManus had been accused of, what the former JBS leadership 
team had done to deal with their concerns about the matter, and whether the situation constituted a serious concern relative to the future of the 
Society. 

David Eisenberg Speaks: 

Jack is also circulating a letter written by David Eisenberg to Walt Ruckel. In it, David shows his forgiving nature by stating: 

“Some incorrect accusations have been made concerning the apparent anti-Semitism of John MdManus. Please be assured that, as a Jew, I 
have a long time ago satisfied myself that statements made by John have been mis-interpreted by some folks who wish to lay the claim of 
anti-Semitism on John’s head. I have had considerable correspondence with John on this subject, and find the claims to be without merit. 
In fact, John did revise that one speech to my satisfaction, and we have remained very good friends mutually dedicated to The John Birch 
Society and the task before us.” 

Two main points in David’s letter: 

1. Yes, David was correct when he stated there are “ some folks who wish to lay the claim of anti-Semitism on John’s head. ” And, in fact, 
David Eisenberg was the first to do so when he stated in his postscript to his July 19, 2000 letter to Jack: “How can we say that JBS is not 
anti-Semitic when the president speaks thus?” 

2. David also remarked, “In fact, John did revise that one speech to my satisfaction... . ” Well, even for friendship’s sake, getting Jack to 
revise “ that one speech ” does not alter the fact that Jack wrote, spoke, and videotaped those statements that have been distributed by Jack 
and his friends at these conferences. Moreover, getting caught and being forced to change one’s words in one speech, does not mean Jack’s 
beliefs or proclivities have changed in the least. 

On July 27, 2000, David wrote to me, and, as you can see, his opinions were very different. Below are some of his thoughts: 


“Mr. McManus says in his letter of July 25th, ‘...I hope that no harm comes to the Society because of my ill-considered outburst. ’ I suspect that the 
speech was put down on paper and used by the speaker at the March 24th engagement. If this is true, then, the ‘ill-considered outburst ’ was a 
planned event. This bothers me, since the implication is that those words represent true feelings with respect to Jews and the Catholic Church as 
viewed by Mr. McManus. 

“Hoping that no damage has been done to the Society doesn’t solve the problem which has been created. While I don’t know for sure, I do suspect 
that damage has been done, and the results not yet realized. We are responsible for our acts (unless our name is Clinton). Mr. McManus is 
responsible for any damage coming as a result of this unfortunate speech.... 

“But, this ‘outburst’ projected from his being, to a gathering of his co-religionists, causes me to feel that irrational anti-Jewish thoughts are a part of 
the man when he addresses attacks against the Catholic Church. None of which is a part of The John Birch Society. 

“What makes this most difficult to accept, is the fact that he is the President of The John Birch Society, and no matter where he may speak, he is 
recognized as a spokesman for the Society. In this position, he has no personal statements to make, even if he woidd first set up some disclaimer. 

“The letter of July 25th contains no assurance that this ‘ ill-considered outburst ’ won’t happen again.” 

In another letter to Jack dated August 18, 2000, David continues to try and settle his feelings toward Jack. I quote: 

“You refer to the ‘ill-considered outburst .’ Jack, you composed your speech with those words of associating Jews with Masons. I don’t feel that this 
was an ‘ outburst, ’ but rather a prepared part of your speech. Was it ‘ ill-considered ’ because of your position with The John Birch Society, or was 
it ‘ill-considered’ with respect to Jews? My feeling is that you claim ‘ill-considered’ reflecting your position with the Society. This leaves me to 
think that your, sometimes irrational, defense of the Catholic Church, is no different from the manner in which the Anti-defamation League (ADL) 

‘defends ’ Judaism; in a ma nn er less than true.... 


“However, I cannot understand the ‘outburst’ unless there is some very real anti-semitism within your character. ... 


“If harm comes to the Society as a result of your ‘ill-considered’ comments, I shall be very unhappy. I have had to explain to all too many of my co¬ 
religionists for too many years, that JBS is not a danger to us, but rather a defense against our assured destruction. You, in this speech, have harmed 
my credibility. If there has been mass distribution of this speech, I would be afraid of the results.” 

Unfortunately, there was more than this one speech - there were several. Even Art Thompson points out in his memo (which I will describe in more 
detail later) that Jack McManus had been giving talks such as these for at least a decade. The most damage done by Jack was in his speeches, “ Know 
Thine Enemy, ” delivered at the Saint Joseph Forum, and “ Conspiracy Against the Catholic Church delivered at the Saint Benedict Center. And 
there may have been other venues unknown to us where Jack presented his speeches and combined his ostensible Church views with his Birch 
views. 

Regardless of whether Jack is truly anti-Semitic in his heart, he has an uncontrollable, irresponsible ego and has often had to be restrained from 
speaking before groups with whom The John Birch Society would not want to be associated. The danger to the Society is the same in any event. 

When Tom Gow, Jack, and I were given our positions to preside over the Society in June 1991, The Executive Committee counseled Jack about his 










ego and cautioned him to carefully weigh his words. Some of Jack’s words in the past, thoughtlessly expressed, had offended La Rita Quinn 
(organizer of the very successful Colorado Rocky Mountain Rally) and others and had caused the Society embarrassment. Even though Tom Hill 
had cautioned us to never make Jack president, the Executive Committee decided to take the risk. While Clyde Lewis, Joe Grinnan, Phil Binzel, 
Wayne Rickert and Walt Ruckel wanted to give Jack the leadership opportunity, they were also aware of his tendency to “speak out of school.” 
Unfortunately, Jack let them down. 

Jack Wouldn’t Stop 

Moving on, dozens — if not hundreds — of hours went into trying to work through all this with Jack. Tom Gow invested more time than any of us 
in corresponding and sending lengthy memos to Jack in an effort to reason with him. And finally, because we were still disappointed in Jack’s 
unwillingness to take responsibility for his actions, we put in file a lengthy letter to Jack reprimanding him in the matter. That letter of July 31, 2000 
was signed by Tom Gow and me, and it was accompanied by a letter signed by JBS board members, Gary Benoit and Jim Toft, attesting to their 
concerns. 

We were in hopes that this was all finally settled and behind us. But the matter didn’t stay resolved very long. Much to our consternation, in the 
spring of 2002, Jack once again allowed himself to be put on the agenda as a speaker at the St. Benedict Center where several of his previous 
speeches had been videotaped. 

When this was brought to my attention — and 1 believe once more by Art Thompson — 1 met with Jack and confronted him. He apologized for 
breaking the trust, but assured me that he had reviewed the program and was certain this time that no speeches would be given on the topic of 
the “Jewish ” conspiracy. Nevertheless, as Jack had already recognized the need to distance himself from this group knowing full well the “guilt-by¬ 
association” consequences, 1 asked him to cancel his appearance. He said that would cause him to lose face and would be too difficult for him to do, 
so we decided on a business trip out of the country (to Canada) to provide him with a respectable excuse. 

Nevertheless, that was the last straw. 1 sent off a letter dated July 3, 2002 to Jack. The Executive Committee, which included two traditional 
Catholics, Joe Grinnan and Dr. Phil Binzel — one of Jack’s staunchest defenders — along with Executive Committee members Rickert, Ruckel, and 
Van Buskirk, and JBS officers, agreed that Jack could not be reined in and that action must be taken. It was decided that we had no choice other than 
to quietly move Jack to the backbumer and to eventually remove his title as president of the Society. That, of course, finally happened in October of 
2003. 

Now, there are those who are saying, “So, Jack made a little mistake. He fixed all that a long time ago. ” Well, Jack has not fixed anything and he 
has not changed in the least. Again in 2005, Jack spoke to these groups — the same groups that in the past had featured, besides others of the same 
ilk, anti-Jewish author/lecturer Paul Fisher. And again, after all the trouble he had caused in the past, Jack did not seek permission from anyone to 
do so. Jack would soon learn of the secret coup taking place and undoubtedly realized that, for his part in it, he would likely be president again and 
no longer held to account. For this time — with the all-powerful title of “Chairman of the Board of Incorporators” — he would report to no one. 

Art Thompson Exposes Jack McManus’ “Anti-Semitic dialog 


You have already received from Wayne Rickert the memo Art Thompson wrote to me (dated October 22, 2000) outlining the possible ramifications 
of Jack’s actions. In it Art lays out possible scenarios of repercussions from Jack’s speeches. And he comments about what might happen if any of 



the following: Alan Stang, Joseph Maurer, Richmond Weathers, Don Julius, Marty Ohlson (Art’s new re-hire), all dissidents from the past, were to 
li nk up with Morris Dees and join in on the attack. 

Under “Possibilities,” Art Thompson lists: 


“McManus launches the attack. 

1. Joins Maurer 

2. Stays “independent but goes to incorporators” 

(Wow! Art obviously knew of Jack’s incorporators “trump card” — a card that would later cause great harm to the Society. As you now know, it 
was played by three of the five incorporators fully aware of Jack’s anti-Jewish remarks.) 

Under the heading of “What do we do? ” Art suggests: 

Regardless of the direction, most of the below should be done ASAP. 


A. Put on a video short clips of the various speeches by McManus. 

1. Show how he is introduced. If by “Berchman” then the fact that he refers in the body of the speech that he refers to himself 
as representing The JBS. (Does this talk represent the opinion of The JBS?) 

B. Transcribe same plus any written material pertinent. 

C. Document the attempt to get McManus to do the right thing. (By you & T. Gow.) 


1. In the process, point out the subterfuge of St. Joseph’s being the first incident. It wasn’t. It has been going on for at least 3 * l 2 A years, 
at least with the anti-Semitic dialog. 

2. Point out McManus has for well over 10 years been out speaking for and to Catholic organizations as the President of The JBS with 
most of this info on our nickel. (It has not been uncommon that he arranges these talks while in the area while on JBS business let alone 
the special trips taken to do the above - to private individuals at first.) 

D. Try to get McManus to resign as a retirement move. He is already collecting social security. 

There is no question what Art felt about Jack’s “anti-Semitic dialog .” And, of course, this “looking out for the Society ” ingratiated him with us and 
helped him secure an office in the Appleton headquarters. Art would later, and only Heaven knows his motivation, orchestrate a leftist-styled smear 
campaign against me and eventually even against the Executive Committee. 


Art Thompson pulls others into a smear campaign and coup: 







The procedure was textbook. Art took leaders and managers aside to sow seeds of discontent. The Bush years, like the Reagan years in the 1980s, 
were proving very difficult for the Society. Because membership, chapter, and financial results were down considerably, there was a great deal of 
stress in the organization. Staff leaders in the field and in the office were expected to implement solid management principles to ensure the best 
results possible. And, needless to say, as the CEO, 1 was feeling much of that stress and was applying much of the pressure - not always a real nice 
guy. Then, Art taking other managers aside (office and field), was able to pull negative comments from them. He convinced several that essential 
management systems were really “micro-management” on the part of Vance. Then, when he was successful in getting some to commiserate with 
him, he would pass those comments along to others, especially his long-time friend Cliff Wasem. 

Cliff, who two years earlier had unsuccessfully campaigned for “Art for President” then apparently spent dozens of hours over several months 
lining up the opposition to Vance Smith with Council members and with what he referred to as “senior staff.” As recently as two weeks before this 
letter was written, Cliff was still bragging about his efforts to “ pull this off ’ by lining up the opposition to Vance and the Executive Committee. 

Early on, Executive Committee member Art Crino was pulled into the fray. Then Art Crino, behind the backs of his fellow Executive Committee 
members, retailed his allegations to all who would listen. He admitted to field staff member Bryan Turner that he had been engaged secretly in this 
effort since April 2005. Then, realizing that he had misspoken, he told Bryan Turner he would deny the statement he had made earlier. In other 
words, five months before any of this came to the attention of his fellow Executive Committee members or myself, Art Crino was working to 
remove us. His reward, as you well know, was to be elected by Jack and his band of incorporators as “Chairman of the Board of Directors.” 

(We have been told that the removal of Art Crino from the Executive Committee is what convinced JBS Incorporator John Fall to allow Jack to hold 
his nefarious incorporators meeting on October 21st. 1 find myself scratching my head over this issue. Would any of you, if you were an Executive 
Committee member, like Wayne, Walt, or Keith, be okay about a colleague on your committee working to subvert the decisions of, and undermine 
confidence in, the authority of that committee? 1 would hope not. Would you want him removed from your committee? 1 would hope so.) 

As with any Leftist smear campaign to topple a government, the spotlight was all on the alleged abuses and inadequacies of G. Vance Smith. I 
suspect there was little investigation or discussion of the inadequacies of the proposed alternatives. Mr. Welch would have been appalled, 1 believe, 
at this approach to choosing the Society’s leader. 

Let’s look a little closer at the rewards to those who led the campaign. As mentioned, Art Crino was made “Chairman of the Board,” and Cliff 
Wasem was elevated to a now-emasculated Executive Committee. And two of Art Thompson’s struggling fundraisers, both in their 70s, were 
promoted. One, for his part in the coup, was appointed a full vice president of fundraising, while the other, who had been reassigned because he 
failed earlier in the job, was again appointed as Director of Field Activities. Obviously, leadership in both the field and fundraising departments is 
essential to the Society’s success. 

So, the question is, what are you as members of the Council going to do about these problems? 

Only you can use your influence with other Council members to force Jack to resign from all leadership positions — especially as a member of the 
JBS Board of Incorporators. He has certainly proven himself unworthy to hold that position. Only you can put pressure on Art Thompson to resign. 

Only you can insist that Art Crino and Cliff Wasem be removed from the Council and any elected positions they presently hold. 

And, only you can insist on what Don Fotheringham is advocating — that the Executive Committee be exonerated and reinstituted exactly the way 



it was in mid-October 2005. Then, allow the Executive Committee, in conference with the Council members who were serving in that period of 
time, to hear any legitimate complaints and deal with those matters that, over the years, they’ve proven themselves so capable of handling. 

Council members, first of all, must be good Birchers, and you are the Council members. You hold a high and important trust with the general 
membership. You are not “window dressing” as some have stated, you were appointed to be “pullers at the oars and not passengers in the boat.” 
Stand up, speak out, and do something. 

It is now up to you. Even though the former leadership had kept them under wraps, the recent events have brought the views of Jack McManus 
relative to the Jewish religion and Masonry out in to the open. If the Society is going to move forward without this “anti” baggage, Jack simply must 
be removed from all JBS leadership positions. Doing so will once again demonstrate to the world that The John Birch Society is focused on 
principles and is free from any justified accusations of bigotry. 

Not only the Society, our entire nation is in deep trouble. There is a very real enemy, a ruthless Conspiracy that wishes to enslave all mankind that 
needs to be dealt with. Plus, the extremely important campaign to stop the FTAA is being neglected, and the equally important activity to stop the 
North American Community has gone nowhere since October when Tom Gow and I were forced to leave. The Insiders are moving forward and they 
must be thrilled with what is happening — and what is not happening — in The John Birch Society. 

It’s time to check this deplorable situation and go to work! Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss the matter further. 

Sincerely, 

G. Vance Smith 

To obtain the following support documentation please email your request to Kathy Braun . 

Smith letter to McManus, 7/03/02 
(2) Conference flyers, 2005 
Benoit and Toft letter, 8/03/00 
Eisenberg letter, 7/19/00 
Eisenberg letter, 7/27/00 
Eisenberg letter, 8/18/00 


Mr. McManus's anti-semitic sentiments were well-known within the John Birch Society. William Norman Grigg, the former senior editor of the JBS 
magazine, The New American, posted the following comments on his blog: 

Monday, November 12, 2012 


Can They Elandle the Truth? (Update, November 13) 





http://ibsrip.bloqspot.com/search?updated-min=2012-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2013-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=9 


For decades - probably since the early 1970s - Jack McManus peddled anti-Semitic nonsense on company time. This was known to Art Thompson no later than 
1999 or 2000. This is a violation of JBS institutional policy laid down, in unambiguous terms, by Mr. Welch in the mid-1960s. 

By the late 1990s, McManus had become a huge liability to the organization . At Vance Smith’s request, Art Thompson compiled a dossier on McManus’s 
activities and used this as leverage to remove McManus as JBS President in 2000. 

Five years later, Thompson — whose calculus of self-interest had changed - allied with McManus to remove Vance Smith. Seeking to save his job, Smith used the 
same dossier in an effort to blackmail McManus. I was one of several people who were shown video clips of anti-Semitic speeches by McManus and told that the 
material could end up in the hands of the media (e.g. Larry King) and Morris Dees, head of the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC). This caused me to resign 
from the JBS in disgust - only to be begged back on staff, two days later, by McManus, who wanted me to sit alongside him and Thompson at the first staff 
meeting following Smith’s ouster. 

It wasn’t until Vance Smith’s allies made some elements of Thompson’s dossier public that I understood the depth and extent of the Jack McManus scandal - and 
the cynicism displayed by both Thompson and Smith in dealing with it. This is precisely the kind of thing that thrives in an atmosphere of institutionalized truth¬ 
shading. And it is exactly what Robert Welch didn’t intend for the organization he created. 

All of this has been sitting in plain view for years, and - predictably - it has finally caught the attention of the SPLC, just as Thompson predicted in 2000 and 
Smith threatened in 2005. 


In an earlier blog posting, Mr. Grigg provided additional details re: McManus's religious beliefs: 


http://ibsrip.bloqspot.com/search?updated-min=2010-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2011-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=10 

Tuesday, June 15, 2010 

The McManus Credo: Dulce et Decorum est Mendacium Decir 

He never stops lying, and until the breath permanently departs his lungs he never will. 

It wasn't until Don Fotheringham used his website to publicize the Art Thompson-created dossier on Jack that I learned that he had spent years propagating anti- 
Semitic nonsense, while pulling down a pretty decent salary to be the figurehead president of the JBS. He did so in prolonged, conscious defiance of the Birch 
Society's principles. This is why he was — at Art Thompson's initiative — removed from his position as JBS president. As the effort to blackmail him in 2005 
demonstrates, Jack's actions directly threatened the very existence of the organization. 

So, naturally, Jack was reinstated by Art Thompson as JBS president, and a year after I had risked my job on their behalf, Jack and Art stabbed me in the back. 
Jack's self-serving definition of "anti-Semitism " as "one who hates" is worthy of remark. I can't address Jack's inner life, or his unspoken motives, so I grant that 








it's entirely possible that he doesn't hate Jews. That isn't the issue, nor is Jack's definition of "anti-Semitism" the proper one for our purposes. 

Jack is committed, as a matter of covenant, to a minuscule and deeply authoritarian schismatic para-Catholic cult founded by unabashed anti-Semite Leonard 

Feeney . In 1959 , Feeney — a defrocked priest still referred to as "Father" by his followers — insisted that "the Jews, as an organized force, are the implacable, 
declared enemies of Christianity — of its tenets, its traditions, its moral code, its very culture. We think it is vital, too, for American Catholics to realize that the 

Church has always known this fact about the Jews, and, to the extent of her influence, has counseled and decreed regulations for curbing their malice." 

(Emphasis added.) 

Feeney and his followers insist that "the state must declare itself officially Catholic " — that is, " Catholic " as defined by Feeney, since everybody else in the Roman 
Catholic Church is controlled by the Judeo-Masonic conspiracy. Under a Feeneyite regime, the "curbs" inflicted on Jews by the state would include the denial of 
citizenship. Historically this has led to some pretty ugly consequences, up to and including the Shoah. 

Presumably, Jack would see this as a form of rigorous " Christian " love — the same kind of tough but necessary correction that Torquemada and other torturers 
applied in order to purify Jews and other heretics through pain. The day after 1 was fired, while 1 was still bleeding from the dorsal knife wounds he helped to 
inflict, Jack sent me an e-mail professing to be my friend. So there's reason to believe that his views of affection would be suited to the practice of "Christian" 
kindness of the sort described above. 

Despite the fact that the Feeneyite ideology is utterly incompatible with constitutionalism, let alone the professed principles of the JBS, Jack has been peddling 
this stuff while taking home a Birch paycheck — and he's been doing so for decades. 

Several weeks ago, I received a letter from a veteran in the liberty movement who describes his first meeting with McManus: 

I first met Jack in 1973.1 was a high school senior in Boston. My history teacher, [name omitted] ... had given me "The Law" by Bastiat and 1 discovered 1 was a 
libertarian. [The teacher] told me about the JBS bookstore in Belmont and 1 rode my bicycle over to check it out. 

That's when I met Jack. I was at the bookstore perhaps once a month or so buying books. When you entered the front door, the book store was to the right, and 
Jack's office was to the left. If Jack was there he'd always invite me into his office for a chat. Jack would give me his spiel on the Masonic Pope, the Masonic UN, 
and the Masonic Masons. In the summer of 1974,1 told Jack I was planning to go to [an Evangelical Christian college] that fall. Jack was horrified! "They hate the 
Catholic Church !" he said. I was still indifferent to religion. I decided on [that school] because I didn't want to go to a leftist college like Boston University or any 
of the other schools in Massachusetts. 

I'd found out about [the school Jack hated] through their ads on the back cover of American Opinion magazine, and I made the mistake of assuming that since the 
JBS bookstore sold lots of libertarian books, (Murray Rothbard, Ludwig von Mises, Bastiat, etc) that anything and anyone connected to the JBS also had to be 
good. Duh! 

Anyway, I only lasted one semester ... and soon after I returned in December, Jack told me about St. Benedict Center, which at that time was in Harvard, MA. He 
also loaned me a number of books about catholic history, extolling the virtues of the Inquisition, Queen Isabella, Philip II and the like... It didn't occur to me at the 
time, but looking back, and reading what you say about Jack on your blog, it is interesting that at no time did Jack seem interested in what I might do in 
relation to the JBS, but he was extremely interested in getting me involved with SBC. [the Feeneyite cult's religious community],And all of this while sitting 
in his office in the Birch Society headquarters, collecting his salary from the JBS. 





So his religious crusading goes back at least to mid-1974. 


Jack is obviously deeply committed to the Feeneyite religion. On the basis of his example it's apparent that honesty is not among its tenets. 
Nemo me impune lacessit! 


TEXT OF MCMANUS SPEECH 


The text of Mr. McManus's "Know Thine Enemy" speech on March 24, 2000 before the St. Joseph Forum in South Bend, Indiana 
which was one his speeches causing controversy within the Birch Society may be seen here: 

McManus Speech. March 24. 2000 = Know Thine Enemy 


SELECTED NEWSPAPER ARTICLES RE: JBS (GOOGLE NEWS ARCHIVED 

JBS POSITION ON SEGREGATION (11/14/63) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=8U4cAAAAIBAJ&siid=YVEEAAAAIBAJ&pg=7301%2C877028 

GOLDWATER RECOMMENDS MEMBERS QUIT JBS (10/15/65) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=bCNbAAAAIBAJ&sjid= U4NAAAAIBAJ&pg=4364%2C4691280 

JBS MEMBERS AND ILLEGAL DRUGS (6/4/76) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers7idHpUb AAAAIBAJ&siid=glEEAAAAIBAJ&pg=5352%2C3202057 

CHARLES ARMOUR (12/9/66) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=SfFVAAAAIBAJ&sjid= eADAAAAIBAJ&pg=6539%2C2240170 

MCMANUS ON JBS MEMBERS=50,000 (1/24/85) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=XSZJAAAAIBAJ&siid=ZQYNAAAAIBAJ&pg=1332%2C3546412 










REED BENSON on COMMUNISTS "IGNORING" JBS (5/11/63) 


http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=6AghAAAAIBAJ&siid=idUEAAAAIBAJ&pg=863%2C1928541 

MCMANUS ON JBS MEMBERS 40-80k (5/7/83) 

http://news.googlexonVnewspapers?id=uBoiAAAAlBAJ&siid=iKYFAAAAlBAJ&pg=5741%2C6287608 

JBS IN WASHINGTON STATE (2/8/92) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=ybMvAAAAIBAJ&siid=Q ADAAAAIBAJ&pg=7240%2C4979083 

JBS in TX AMERICAN LEGION (4/10/61) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=3qVTAAAAIBAJ&siid=04gDAAAAIBAJ&pg=5155%2C936881 

WELCH INTERVIEW BY NEA (6/30/71) - he estimates percentage of control in various areas of society 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=Ik9NAAAAIBAJ&siid=qTUDAAAAIBAJ&pg=680%2C7997182 

WELCH INTERVIEW BY MILWAUKEE NEWSPAPER (6/12/71) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=rvkpAAAAIBAJ&siid=MREEAAAAIBAJ&pg=4910%2C2046916 

FIRST GENE BLAKE ARTICLE IN LAT (reprinted in different paper 4/23/61) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=2o8vAAAAIBAJ&siid=8wAGAAAAIBAJ&pg=4287%2C6267469 

WHAT IS JBS? (JBS AD - Tuscaloosa AL News, 12/13/65) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=LRAdAAAAIBAJ&siid=FpsEAAAAIBAJ&pg=6637%2C2565551 

JBS IN FLORIDA and BEN KLASSEN (Miami News, 5/2/67) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers7idM* loOAAAAIBAJ&shd=OOsFAAAAlBAJ&pg=638%2C229483 

UPI ARTICLE ON JBS (10/15/64) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=SEhPAAAAIBAJ&siid=W08DAAAAlBAJ&pg=6686%2C174222 












WELCH IN OREGON (1/19/68) 


http://ncws.nooiilc.com/ncwspapcrs7icRn61 VAA A AIBAJ&sjid=OQliDAAAAIBAJ&pg=4366%2C3344186 

FLOYD PAXTON OBIT (12/11/75) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers7icHq YwAAAAIBAJ&sjid=zvgDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6411%2C3907091 

NY YANKEES PITCHER - JBS MEMBER MIKE ARMSTRONG (8/4/84) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=SqxOAAAAIBAJ&siid=heEDAAAAIBAJ&pg=2435%2C847779 

JBS SUMMER YOUTH CAMPS (8/12/82) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=lmoaAAAAIBAJ&siid=2SkEAAAAIBAJ&pg=3355%2C812624 

SAMUEL BLUMENFELD ON UNITARIANS (12/13/85) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=ozExAAAAIBAJ&siid=ckUDAAAAIBAJ&pg=2075%2C3237681 

JBS BOOKSTORE-LODI CA (11/26/79) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=L3szAAAAIBAJ&siid=tilHAAAAIBAJ&pg=6793%2C2666557 

JBS POLICE CONTROVERSY - SANTA ANA CA (11/11/64) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers7idH41i AAAAIBAJ&siid=CnoNAAAAIBAJ&pg=7025%2C923520 

KATHY MCDONALD, CANDIDATE FOR CONGRESS (11/4/83) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=V60jAAAAIBAJ&siid=bkUDAAAAIBAJ&pg=3674%2C4663511 

EDWIN WALKER ARRESTED-LEWDNESS CHARGE (7/9/76) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=5vEMAAAAIBAJ&siid=V10DAAAAIBAJ&pg=6390%2C85539 

ROBERT WELCH and CANDY INDUSTRY (6/3/61) 

http:/7ncws. google. com/ncwspapcrs?id= cgAAAAlBAJ&sjid=D3QFAAAAlBAJ&pg=3227%2C515225 












ROBERT WELCH IN LODI CA (4/23/81) 


http://news.google.com/newspapers7icNbGkz AAAAIBAJ&siid=rDIHAAAAIBAJ&pg=4406%2C6164412 

ROBERT WELCH OBIT-UPI and AP (1/8/85) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=ZaxAAAAAIBAJ&siid=zzIHAAAAlBAJ&ng=5208%2C603985 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=SpcRAAAAIBAJ&siid=iOkDAAAAIBAJ&pg=7078%2C2107212 

UPI ARTICLE ON JBS (6/17/62) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=ZaxAAAAAIBAJ&sjid=zzlHAAAAlBAJ&pg=5208%2C603985 

ROBERT WELCH ON EISENHOWER AS COMMUNIST AGENT (4/1/61) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=mxkOAAAAlBAJ&siid=81oDAAAAlBAJ&pg=2507%2C24704 

RICHARD NIXON ON WELCH and JBS (3/2/62) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=RitWAAAAIBAJ&siid=OukDAAAAIBAJ&pg=4531%2C212037 

WELCH IN AUSTIN TX (11/21/61) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers7idM. wRPAAAAlBAJ&siid=QUsDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6826%2C5437704 

WELCH ON CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT (3/9/65) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=LLBYAAAAIBAJ&siid=nvcDAAAAIBAJ&pg=1591%2C2095927 

REVILO OLIVER ON JFK ASSASSINATION (4/3/64) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=oYVRAAAAIBAJ&siid=vxAEAAAAlBAJ&pg=7300%2C372321 

SLOBODAN DRASKOVICH RESIGNS FROM JBS NATIONAL COUNCIL (8/18/66) 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=HW4dAAAAIBAJ&siid=G5sEAAAAIBAJ&pg=7325%2C3019443 












REVILO OLIVER ON WARREN COMMISSION (8/27/64) 

http://news.nooiilc.com/ncwspapcrs7icRxKwvA AAA I BAJ&si id=Q-oF A AAA 1 BAJ&pu=782%2C3788810 

ROBERT WELCH ON "REAGAN AS LACKEY OF COMMUNISTS" STATEMENT BY MCMANUS (10/29/80) 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=TaErAAAAlBAJ&siid=ePwFAAAAlBAJ&pg=5714%2C5773158 

AP ARTICLE ON JBS (5/11/83) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=YxUvAAAAIBAJ&siid=RqUFAAAAIBAJ&pg=3600%2C468748 

JBS IN UTAH (6/19/89) 

http://ncws.HOOHlc.com/ncwsDaDcrs7icUhDsDAA AAlBAJ&siid=loQDAAAAIBAJ&Dit~6870%2C 1805752 

JBS PLAN TO OPEN UNIVERSITY (7/12/76) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=ECEvAAAAIBAJ&siid=suUFAAAAIBAJ&pg=6793%2C1661495 

JBS IN APPLETON WI (5/30/90) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=RJZQAAAAIBAJ&siid=uxlEAAAAIBAJ&pg=5290%2C9634763 

http://news.google.com/newspapers7kUWacaAAAAIBAJ&siid=Li8EAAAAlBAJ&pg=2241%2Cl 586279 

JBS IN IDAHO (4/2/85) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=vFhWAAAAIBAJ&siid=Ee8DAAAAIBAJ&pg=3558%2C505688 

AP ARTICLE ON JBS (5/19/76 and 5/27/76) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=px8qAAAAIBAJ&siid=KSkEAAAAlBAJ&pg=6930%2C5147161 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=POMOAAAAlBAJ&siid=gWODAAAAIBAJ&pg=5984%2C2673377 

JBS $9 MILLION DEBT (8/25/86) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=ibgxAAAAIBAJ&siid=veUFAAAAIBAJ&pg=4559%2C7183808 













MELDRIM THOMPSON—JBS MEMBER (10/29/80) 


http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=IaErAAAAIBAJ&siid=ePwFAAAAIBAJ&pg=5034%2C5773899 

JBS IN PENNSYLVANIA (9/14/88) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=S6kcAAAAIBAJ&siid=Z2MEAAAAIBAJ&pg : =6862%2C7677476 

JBS ON "NEW WORLD ORDER" (11/11/90) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers7idMC3 YhAAAAIBAJ&siid=O4kFAAAAIBAJ&pg=3490%2C2986877 

RONALD REAGAN ON JBS (10/17/66) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=lvYeAAAAIBAJ&siid=FYwEAAAAIBAJ&pg=5419 0 /o2C2103542 

WECLH ON JBS MEMBERS SUPPORT FOR RONALD REAGAN AS CALIF GOV (12/6/66) 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=W-YcAAAAIBAJ&siid=CpcEAAAAIBAJ&pg=5350%2C3750381 

JBS ON REAGAN CAMPAIGN MANAGER WILLIAM J. CASEY (7/7/80) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=Bq41AAAAIBAJ&siid=UfMFAAAAIBAJ&pg=3071%2C2188163 

JBS CRITICISM OF PRESIDENT REAGAN (9/13/85) 

http://news.google.com/newspapers7idML wzAAAAIBAJ&siid=au8DAAAAIBAJ&pg=4336%2C7508508 

10-27-61 = Wilmington NC Star-News on JBS (UPI article) 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1454&dat=19641027&id=n0pkAAAAIBAJ&siid=XXONAAAAIBAJ&pg=902.4666408 

01-23-66 = What is the JBS? Advertisement 


https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1955&dat=19660123&id=pxwrAAAAIBAJ&siid=u50FAAAAIBAJ&pg=6282,4131361 











03-11-66 = Newburgh NY Evening News re JBS members who are police 


https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1982&dat=1966031 l&id=10NfAAAAIBAJ&siid=kWONAAAAlBAJ&pg=729,1667005 

11-14-67 = William F. Buckley Jr. column re: Impeach Warren campaign and Wall Street Jrl article on JBS 
https://news.google.com/newspapers7nnN86 l&dat=l 9671114&id=0wRaAAAAlBAJ&siid=MksNAAAAIBAJ&pg=6792,1840081 

05-27-70 = Newburgh NY Evening News article on local JBS 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1982&dat=19700527&id=iYJGAAAAIBAJ&siid=JDANAAAAIBAJ&pg=724,4637748 

11-04-74 = AP report re JBS members running for Congress 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1928&dat=19741104&id=vZMgAAAAIBAJ&siid=tGcFAAAAIBAJ&pg=1274,455289 

09-01-83 = Rome GA News article re: Larry McDonald 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=348&dat=l 983090 l&id=Y04xAAAAIBAJ&siid=iUUDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6429,9186 

09-27-83 = Larry McDonald and Western Goals 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2194&dat=19830927&id=AqQvAAAAIBAJ&siid=DO8FAAAAIBAJ&pg=1414.3569709 

07-10-84 = San Diego Padres Players Who Are JBS Members 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=-3NAAAAAIBAJ&siid=WVcMAAAAIBAJ&pg=3587,3381338 

05-17-86 = JBS member Robert W. Lee 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=336&dat=l 9860517&id=mTlTAAAAIBAJ&siid=BYQDAAAAIBAJ&pg=l 588,433109 

06-19-89 = Salt Lake City Deseret News article on JBS 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=336&dat=l 9890619&id=hDspAAAAIBAJ&siid=loQDAAAAlBAJ&pg=6870,1805752 

09-16-16 = Appleton WI article on JBS 


https://www.isonline.com/storv/news/politics/elections/2016/09/16/iohn-birch-sodety-rise/90502232/ 












QUESTIONS and COMMENTS MAY BE SENT TO: erniel241@aol.com 


Due to Google sites space limitations, the Documentary History of the John Birch Society is on 5 webpages here: 


CHAPTER.Time Period. 

.URL 

JBS 9-1 / 01/58 thru 08/11/60 = 

https://sites.google.com/site/emiel241/ 

JBS 9-2 / 09/60/60 thru 12/15/61 

= https ://sites.google. com/site/emie 1241a/ 

JBS 9-3 / 01/62 thru 12/31/64 = 

https://sites.google.com/site/emiel241b/ 

JBS 9-4 / 01/65 thru 12/31/65 = 

https://sites.google.com/site/jbs9004/ 

JBS 9-5 / 01/66 thru current = 

https://sites.google.com/site/jbs9005a/ 







